
EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASS0CIATION
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Sept. 19, 2017
at the home of Lorraine Gallant

In Attendance:  Lorraine Gallant, Mel Bollivar, Bill MacKinnon, Geoff White, Adam
Shepherd and Greg Deacon.  Members Rob and Sonia Steele also attended.

Absent: Mike Hoole, Isla Miles, Michael Siddall and Peter Wooding

Call to Order:  Geoff White called the meeting to order at 1:32 pm.

Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Bill, seconded by Mel.
Carried.

Approval of Minutes of June 13,2017:  It was moved by Lorraine and seconded by
Bill that the minutes of the June 13, 2017 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.

Finance Report: We have $767.13 in the bank with $31.30 in petty cash.  The YTD
financial statement provided by Mel is attached to these minutes.

Membership Report:  At the time of the meeting 109 new and returning members had
signed up but more renewals are coming all the time.

SCAF Report:   The minutes for the Sechelt Community Associations forum can be
found here:  http://sechelt.net/SCAF/SCAFarchives.html

Correspondence:

a) After attending a tour at SSC Properties on June 21 Geoff sent the following
letter to the editor (with the approval of Board members) to both papers on
June 22:

Further to our discussion about and tour of the SSC property on Wednesday
I would like to provide the following comments on behalf of the East Porpoise
Bay Community Association (EPBCA) :

The proposed SSC development falls within the geographical boundaries of
EPBCA and, consequently, our Board of Directors have followed closely the
content of this proposal. Over the past 2 1/2 years we have entertained
several presentations from the proponents along with tours of the property
and we have scrutinized the various and diverse components of the plan. We
have also discussed the project with all Sechelt Councillors and the Mayor at
various meetings of our Association Board. More than any other
neighbourhood within Sechelt this project will have a direct impact on
ourselves and the other residents of East Porpoise Bay. When considering



the opportunities proposed for affordable housing, long term employment,
sustainable living, LEED construction and not least of all the huge addition to
the tax base of Sechelt (helping to alleviate the tax demands on our local
homeowners) this seems a golden opportunity to be embraced for the
betterment of all of Sechelt.  The vision for the project is far superior to the
1,600 residences and golf course that was previously proposed and for which
the property is currently zoned.

To the point, the Board of Directors of EPBCA are fully supportive of this
development moving forward. We find it extremely disappointing that Mayor
and Council, after more than 2 years, appear to have not recognized the
potential benefits of the project and consequently have not brought it forward
to the public, by way of a Public Hearing, so that all of the community can
have their views heard.

Thank you,
Geoff White
Vice President on behalf of the Board of Directors of EPBCA

b) On July 5 a number of directors attended a meeting on derelict boats
organized by Pamela Goldsmith-Jones (our MP) at the Blackfish pub in
Gibsons.  The meeting was very well attended.  The presentation that was
given at the meeting was distributed to the membership.

c) On July 5 we received a note from Noel Muller, our Council liaison informing
us that he had been re-assigned and saying the following:  “Please also relay
my thanks for yours, and the EPBCAs continued active involvement in
Sechelt.
The EPBCA is among the most dedicated and active of community groups
that exist in our collective home.”

d) On August 8 we received information from the office of Pamela Goldsmith-
Jones on how to make application for funding for dealing with the derelict
boats.

e) On Aug. 11 an email was sent to John Devison, Public Works Supervisor,
DoS, asking if anything could be done about the un-registered vessel, the
Breadner, currently anchored off Poise Island.  No response.  On Aug. 25 an
email was sent to John Devison asking if any funding had been received yet
to deal with the derelict boats.  No response.

f) On Aug. 11 an email was sent to Angela Letman, District Planner, asking if
there was any follow up to the lack of landscaping at Prime Rentals.  She
replied:

“ Yes we still hold a landscaping bond. I will contact them and see if they
can get something going this October/November or next spring. Its too dry right



now.”

g) On Aug. 25 Mike Hoole wrote Sechelt Bylaw to ask what is being done about
short term rentals and in particular about some rentals on Marmot.  Bylaw
replied that there have been many complaints in Sechelt and Bylaw is dealing
with them as fast as possible.

h) On August 27 several of the Directors received an email from a group
applying for a crown lease for an eco-tourism site next to an oyster farm,
Comfort Cove Shellfish, located up Sechelt Inlet, to see if there was any
interest in a tour to inform us about the application.  Several of the Directors
went on a tour of the site on Sept. 4 and were favourably impressed.

i) Referral received from the District of Sechelt on Aug. 29 regarding the
building of an Operations Centre on Dusty Road.

j) On Sept. 12 I received a summary of water sampling results for Sechelt from
Brian McFadyen, Vancouver Coastal Health.  These were distributed to the
membership.

Old Business:

1) Inviting speakers to Directors meetings – The directors decided that the first guest to
invite would be our new Council liaison, Mayor Bruce Milne, followed by Sechelt Nation
representatives.  Adam will follow up with Keith Julius of the Sechelt Nation.

2)  Dust monitoring – Greg to ask Graham Veale, Ministry of the Environment for an
updated summary of dust monitoring results.

3)  Constitution and Bylaw Review update – Bill, Lorraine and Mike met to review.  The
Constitution appears to be alright but some updates are needed for some of the bylaws.
These will have to be voted on at the next AGM.

4)  Picnic update – Mel reported that there were 52 attendees which is among the
highest ever attendance.  The budget for this event was $400.  $250.74 was spent on
food and $56 for the shelter.  Mel will reserve the shelter for next year at the same time.
Mel said that one reason we were under budget was due to the generous donation of
the sockeye salmon by Peter.  We were able to donate $80 to the food bank from the
50/50 draw.

New Business:

1. Underwater video of derelict boats – Greg reported that the diver, Neil
McDaniel, thinks the water clarity is not good enough yet.  He will let us know
when conditions are good to go.

2. Derelict boat on Marmot beach - In a recent conversation Mike had with



Aaron Joe  he said if we could get the boats to him he could grind them up
and then take them up to the landfill. This may be worth further discussion.
Direct Disposal will also deal with fibreglass boats for a fee.

3. Sechelt Integrated Community Sustainability (ICSP) Advisory Committee
update – Adam said that the purpose of this committee is to determine what
the priorities are for the District in a number of areas and to prepare a report
for Council by next March.

4. Should SCAF reports be included in our Minutes – It was decided to just
provide a link to SCAF archives rather than printing the whole minutes.

5. Airbnb situation on Marmot Rd. - Rob and Sonia Steele who live on
Marmot Rd. reported on a rather horrific situation that they are
experiencing.  They have airbnb rentals on both sides of them and one
rental has been particularly annoying. They have as many as 14 guests at
this house with noise continuing late into the night. Garbage cans are
often left out on the streets for days as there is no local contact to deal
with garbage.  The owner lives in Powell River and has been
unresponsive to their complaints.  Complaints to Sechelt Bylaw also have
not brought any satisfaction.  Rob and Sonia felt and the Directors agreed
that Sechelt needs to amend the Bylaw restricting short term rentals to
only allow rentals of residences that are the owners principal residences
and not second homes.  This is what Vancouver is contemplating doing.
Everyone also felt that the deposit of $1000 required under the existing
Sechelt bylaw should be changed to $10,000.  When rentals are bringing
in $300 per day a $1000 bond is not mmuch of a deterrent.  It was also felt
that Sechelt needs to provide for more bylaw enforcement in the summer
when this problem is acute.

6.  Questions for Mayor Milne for Oct. meeting -
a)  What is Sechelt doing to deal with the derelict boat situation in Porpoise Bay?
b)  Sechelt's short term rental bylaw needs to be amended (see point 5 above).  Here is
a link to what Vancouver is proposing to do for similar short term rental problems:
http://vancouver.ca/doing-business/short-term-rentals.aspx  There is also concern that
allowing short term rentals reduces the supply of affordable housing.  A sub-question is
what is Sechelt doing to increase the supply of affordable housing?
c)  When will Sechelt and the SCRD make some moves to increase the water supply.
We feel that the actions to date have not been adequate to ensure an adequte and
secure water supply for the future.  Why not ask the people through a referendum if they
would like to pay for a reservoir?
d)  Why not use the water from the WRC to irrigate Sechelt's parks and municipal
grounds where that can be done economically.



7.  Visit from Sechelt Nation representatives in November – Issues to be discussed will
be an agenda item for the Oct. 17 meeting

8.  Horse poop – One member felt that presence of horse poop on Sechelt Inelt
Rd. and the trail to Burnett Rd. was offensive but the Directors could not agree
on what, if any, action should be taken.  Issue tabled.

9.  Salish Soils Odours – Mike had an opportunity to talk with Aaron Joe at Salish
Soils about odour issues.   Aaron asked if we have had any problems with the
smell this summer. Mike mentioned that my wife had complained to me on one
occasion but generally I thought things were much better. That also seemed to
be the opinion of the Directors present at the meeting, i.e. there was some notice
of smell this summer but the problem was better than other years.

10.  WRC odours – Mike reported that a couple of times this summer Ardath has
complained to me (Mike) about the sewage smell on Ebbtide at the intersection
with Trail Ave. It appears to me that there is something not right with the WRC.
The smell combined with the deplorable condition of the landscaping tells me
there is a serious management problem with the facility. It was reported that one
possiblity for the smell was the polymer spill that occurred at the WRC and the
subsequent major pump out of the facility that was necessary.

11.  Is there any interest in arranging visits to the SCRD Water Treatment Facility and/or
the Water Resource Centre by our directors and interested members of our community
– The Directors felt that a visit to the SCRD Water Treatment Facility was timely and of
interest at this time to bring everyone up to speed on our water supply issues.  Greg
followed up with the SCRD and they suggested that a tour would likely be possible in
November.  Could members please indicate to me if they have any interest in joining a
tour so that I can give the SCRD proposed attendance numbers.  It was felt that a Water
Resource Centre tour could be undertaken at another time.

12.  Update on road marking on Sechelt Inlet Rd. outside of the Edgewater
development - Geoff reported that there is a $26,000 bond deposited with the District to
carry out this work.  Apparently, the District has given ONNI 14 days to carry out this
work and if it isn't done the District will do it.  The Directors felt that the District should
carry out the marking for the whole 4 lane section and not just the 4 lane section outside
of Edgewater.  Geoff to follow up with the District.

13.  Road clean-up – It was felt that as a clean up had just been carried out the
previous week the next clean up could be done in October.

Next Meeting:  Oct. 17 at the home of Mike Hoole, 6253 Sechelt Inlet Rd.

Adjournment 3:07 pm


