
DRAFT     East Porpoise Bay Community Association 
c/o 6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C., V0N 3A4 

 
2017 Annual General Meeting 

March 15, 2017 – 7:00 pm. – Senior’s Activity Centre 
 

1. Call to Order – Vice-President Michael Hoole called the meeting to order at 7:00 

pm and welcomed everyone.  Michael explained that our President, Peter 

Wooding, was unable to attend the meeting.  He followed this with an 

introduction of the current board of Directors, Mel Bollivar, Greg Deacon, 

Lorraine Gallant, Bill MacKinnon, Isla Miles, Michael Siddall and Geoff White. 

Michael asked Greg to confirm that the appropriate notices had been sent out for 

the meeting and that there was a quorum present which Greg confirmed. 

2. Geoff White introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Michael Jackson, Executive 

Director of the Ruby Lake Lagoon Society.  Lee-Ann Ennis, Program Director of 

the Ruby Lake Lagoon Society, was also present.  Dr. Jackson gave a very 

interesting talk on the PODS project proposed for Irvines Landing.  Dr. Jackson 

explained that by 2020 the society intends to build an iconic learning and 

gathering space that will be called the Pender Ocean Discovery Station, or 

PODS. PODS plans to include a spectacular aquarium and a state-of-the-art 

marine research centre as well as conference and meeting facilities, and indoor 

and outdoor interactive classrooms for students of all ages. 

 PODS will house: 

•A beautiful, interactive subterranean aquarium 

•Interactive, hands-on exhibits 

•Wet Lab Classroom with Touch Tanks 

•An outdoor children’s amphitheatre classroom 

•Marine research laboratories for local high schools as well as regional university 

professors and students 

•Extensive conference facilities 

•A cafe and tea shop 

Dr. Jackson is an inspiring speaker and the Ruby Lake Lagoon Society has come 

up with a fantastic vision that will benefit the whole coast if realized.  For more 

information on this project their website can be found here:  

https://www.lagoonsociety.com/our-programs/pods-away/  We wish them all the 

best with this exciting project. 

 

https://www.lagoonsociety.com/our-programs/pods-away/


3. Approval of Agenda – a motion was made by Geoff White and seconded by Bill 
MacKinnon that the Agenda be approved.  Carried. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes of Mar. 15, 2016 AGM – The minutes of the last annual 
general meeting which was held on March 15, 2016 have been circulated to the 
membership.  Michael Hoole asked if there were any corrections and hearing 
none asked for a motion to accept the minutes.  A motion was made by Michael 
Siddall and seconded by Lorraine Gallant that the Minutes be approved.  Carried. 

 

5. Vice-President's Report – Michael Hoole 

 -Volunteers have been active this year.  In particular this year, Louis Legal, has 
 continued the operation of the air quality monitor on top of Trail Bay Mall.  This 
 project has been ongoing since late 2012.  Air quality results in general continue 
 to be good. 

 -The Directors have arranged meetings with individual Councillors throughout the 

 year.  Numerous relevant issues are discussed at these meetings and reported 

 to the membership as you have read in our minutes. 

 -During the year our website, www.eastporpoise.com, has been updated and 

 continues to be improved. 

 -The Directors continue to lobby Sechelt Council on the derelict boat situation but 

 to date little action has been taken by Council.  In October we sent a letter to the 

 editor of both local newspapers regarding the derelict boat situation and 

 particularly the grounding of the 100' derelict boat.  The letter was published in 

 both papers.  In November Greg Horning, the Sechelt Bylaw Officer met with the 

 Directors and gave a presentation on the derelict boat situation.  In December we 

 made contact with Vancouver Coastal Health regarding our concern over 

 coliform levels from the derelict boats.  VCH has offered to extend their testing to 

 the Edgewater Development and to give us testing bottles to carry out sampling 

 for coliform out in the bay near the liveaboards.  We have made contact with the 

 office of our MP, Pamela Goldsmith-Jones, and are being updated regularly on 

 developments with the oceans protection plan which may help municipalities deal 

 with derelict boats by providing funding.  There are now more than 30 derelict 

 boats and/or liveaboards in Porpoise Bay.  This issue needs to be dealt with and 

 our Council needs to start by taking action to acquire foreshore leases in 

 Porpoise Bay so that it can assert some authority over those who choose to 

 tarnish our Porpoise Bay.  

 -We had a very positive meeting with Scott Broughton, Lehigh's mine manager in 

 April 2016 with many positive improvements regarding noise and dust promised 



 to be carried out in 2016.  Unfortunately, Lehigh has lost this promising manager 

 so our contact with Lehigh has been interrupted. 

 -Salish soils odour problems continue and the biosolids composting project is in 

 limbo.  The Band has said they do not want any more biosolids distributed on the 

 mine site.  We continue to liaise with Salish Soils.  We have attempted to have 

 the Sechelt Nation Chief attend our Board meeting with a view to building a spirit 

 of cooperation between neighbours.  Regrettably we have not been successful in 

 arranging a date.  

 -Our group has had a couple of presentations from the SSC developers and took 

 the tour of the property in May to see where the planned developments would be 

 located.  We have supported moving this development forward to a public 

 hearing so that all of the community can be heard as to what they think of the 

 proposed development.  

 -The Directors have been lobbying Council to proceed with the use of reclaimed 

 water.  As well, the Directors have been urging Sechelt and the SCRD to start 

 moving toward provision of an adequate water supply system. 

 -Over the last few years we have complained to many Sechelt Councillors about 

 the lack of landscaping carried out at Prime Rentals despite the District holding a 

 bond for that purpose.  To date we have received no meaningful response.  The 

 lack of planning staff has not helped. 

 -This past fall when Direct Disposal sought a change in zoning to accommodate 

 their needs we were successful in having some of the more objectionable 

 industrial activities contained in the proposed zoning removed. 

 -We have a number of volunteers carrying out the monthly road clean up and 

 have expanded it from the Marmot Road area out along Sechelt Inlet Road to 

 Hidden Grove. It is unbelievable what people will both throw out of their cars.  

 Also the garbage that is obviously deliberately dumped off the back of trucks just 

 off the side of the road is amazing.  That which is too heavy for us to carry we 

 inform the district of the locations so they can handle the cleanup.  We would 

 definitely welcome new volunteers who would be willing to help out. 

  -We had a very candid and revealing meeting with Councillor Noel Muller in 

 February where he discussed the limited achievements of council to date and 

 why he thought there was such high staff turnover.  During meetings with various 

 councillors we have expressed our serious concerns about what appears to be a 

 dysfunctional district government.  As our local Coast Reporter noted we appear 

 to have a council “On tranquilizers”. 



 Finally ladies and gentlemen I would like to thank everyone who has donated 

 their time and efforts to our Community Association.  I think we are recognized as 

 one of the more active community association in the District of Sechelt.  By 

 working together we can make a difference in Sechelt. 

6. Finance Report – Mel Bollivar reported a bank balance of $709.38 as of Dec. 31, 

2016.  He reported that during the year we had expenses of $934.24 of which 

$340 was for the picnic.  Lorraine Gallant moved that the financial report be 

accepted.  This motion was seconded by Jeannette Bernard.  Carried. 

7.  Membership Report – Mel Bollivar reported that as of the date of this meeting we 

have had 85 members renew or take out their 2017 membership. This is a record 

for this time of year.  For those members who have not renewed their 

membership, please do so as soon as possible.  Remember, you only receive 

the minutes if you are a paid up member.   

8. G8-SCAF (Sechelt Community Associations Forum) Michael Siddall reported on 
the purpose and status of Sechelt Community Association Forum, of which our 
association is a member.  

 
-The Sechelt Community Association, otherwise known as SCAF, is an informal 
gathering of representatives of the seven or eight community association in the District 
of Sechelt.  Meetings are held about once a month to compare notes so that problems 
and solutions can be discussed and shared.  It is not a political organization and I 
believe does not receive project referrals from Council.  Our association makes a point 
of being actively represented. 
 
-Recent examples would be issues around the Waste Water Treatment plant, the 

Terrace extended care facility and the problem with derelict boats.   

-There are currently seven active associations; ours plus West Sechelt, West Porpoise 

Bay; Sunshine Heights Owners and Residents Association; Sandy Hook; Tuwanek; and 

Davis Bay/Wilson Creek/ Selma Park.  Sechelt Village Association has been long 

dormant although there are efforts to re-activate it.  

-I would like to thank on behalf of our association Val Morris who is the tireless 
volunteer secretary.  If you want to check on activities of the other associations and our 
reports to SCAF, their website is here:     http://sechelt.net/ 
 

A motion was made that the SCAF report be received by Mel Bollivar and 
seconded by Isla Miles.  Carried. 
 

 
 

9. Old Business – none 

http://sechelt.net/


10. New Business 

-Nominations and Elections of Directors – All of the current Directors have 

volunteered to stand for re-election and in addition Mr. Adam Shepherd has 

also offered to sit as a member of the Board of Directors.  Lorraine moved 

that the following be elected Directors of the Association to hold office until 

the next annual general meeting, or until ceasing to hold office: 

Peter Wooding, Michael Hoole, Isla Miles, Mel Bollivar, Michael Siddall, Bill          

Mackinnon, Greg Deacon, Lorraine Gallant, Geoff White and Adam 

Shepherd".  Linda Buckingham seconded the motion.  Lorraine asked for 

further nominations from the floor.  There were none.  Jeanette Bernard 

moved that nominations be closed.  Bruce McMorland seconded the motion.  

Carried.  Our bylaws provide that the number of Directors shall be 9 or a 

greater number as determined from time to time at the Annual General 

Meeting.  As we have 10 persons who have volunteered and been nominated, 

in order to accommodate all of them it was required to pass a resolution at the 

meeting approving the increase in the number of Directors.  Lorraine Gallant 

moved that the number of Directors of the East Porpoise Bay Community 

Association be increased to 10.  Isla seconded the motion.  Carried 

- The proposed date for our annual picnic is July 15.  A suggestion was made 
to include some sockeye for the barbecue.  Greg volunteered to cook the 
sockeye.  Linda, Pat and Isla volunteered to bring tables.  Mel moved that we 
increase the budget to $400 for the picnic.  Bill MacKinnon seconded the 
motion.  Carried.  We should make best efforts to get out as many people as 
possible to our community event.  

-  Questions or Issues from the floor: 

- A member from the floor asked about what has been done to beautify East 
Porpoise Bay.  Mike Hoole responded that projects that we have advocated 
for in the past that have been successful are Yew Park, Burnett Falls Park 
and the pathway from Dusty Road to Burnett.  We have also requested (this 
year) that the pathway be extended from Burnett to the Provincial Park and 
that the existing pathway be improved.  Rurik Muenter asked what can be 
done for traffic calming around Burnett where he lives and if we could get a 
proper bike trail along Sechelt Inlet Rd.  Other members agreed that the 
current trail is not really suitable for bikes.  Linda said that the 4 lane section 
of Sechelt Inlet road also experiences excessive speeding.  One suggestion 
is for the EPBCA to ask the RCMP for more speed patrols in our area. 

- Serge Planidin suggested that the EPBCA send delegations to Council to get 
higher visibility for vital issues.  John Henderson agreed that this would be 
helpful. 



11.  Adjournment – at 8:30 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


