
         East Porpoise Bay Community Association
c/o 6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C., V0N 3A4

2016 Annual General Meeting
March 15, 2016 – 7:00 pm. – Senior’s Activity Centre

1. Call to Order – President Peter Wooding called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm
and welcomed everyone followed with an introduction of Directors.

2. Approval of Agenda – a motion was made by Geoff White and seconded by
Lorraine Gallant that the Agenda be approved.  Carried.

3. Peter Wooding introduced our guest speaker Aaron Joe who is the CEO and
founder of Salish Soils and a Band member.   Aaron started Salish Soils in 2009
with the idea of recycling organic material gathered from curb sides.  From the
beginning Aaron's vision was to create a community hub where people could get
to know First Nations people better.  Aaron acknowledged in the beginning there
was an odour problem as a result of composting in the open air which they have
been continually striving to overcome.  One of the major innovations they made
was to install a closed system complete with biofilters to control the odour.
Eventually, they would like to move their operation further up the hill into the
current mine site area so they will be further away from residential areas.  They
are doing their own collection of fish offal from Grieg farm sites and so are able to
control the odour from that source better by doing more frequent collections.
Aaron said that they had a significant odour issue last August as their biofilter
failed due to lack of water during the water restriction period.  This year they will
be able to access water from a Band owned well which hopefully means the
biofilter won't fail again.  Aaron wants to grow the business while controlling any
objectionable odours.  In the future he would also like to move in to food
production and solar energy.  His personal vision is to one day be Band Chief.
Aaron spoke of his tough upbringing but through a lot of hard work rose above
his difficult situation.  It was a message from the heart.  There were a number of
questions from the floor.  He said that there is a rumour that the curbside organic
collection program may expand.  When asked how their marketing is going he
said that they are selling everything they can produce on their current site.  He
said that so far they have only done a demonstration farming project but are
working with the Band on a larger scale farming project.  He said that in order to
get organic certification they can't use yard waste so are using hog fuel and fish
waste to produce their garden soil.  The yard waste will be used to compost the
biosolids currently being done in a trial project at the Dusty Road site.  The
biosolids compost will only be used on the mine site and will greatly reduce the
odour experienced in current years by un-composted biosolids distribution on the
mine site.  There was general appreciation from the audience of this very
interesting talk.  Peter thanked Aaron and wished him well in his future
endeavours.



4. Approval of Minutes of Mar. 10, 2015 AGM – a motion was made by Lorraine
Gallant and seconded by Michael Siddall that the Minutes be approved.  Carried.

5. President's Report

- Volunteers have continued the operation of the air quality monitor on top of
Trail Bay Mall for the past year.  This project has been ongoing since late
2012 but continued funding from the Ministry of the Environment is uncertain.
Air quality results in general continue to be good though the impact of the fire
last summer was very noticeable.

- The Directors have arranged meetings with individual Councillors and the
Mayor throughout the year.  Numerous relevant issues are discussed at these
meetings and reported to the membership.

- Through the efforts of the Directors and support of Sechelt Council a sign
designed by Jan Poynter was erected to welcome the public to East Porpoise
Bay.

- During the year our website, www.eastporpoise.com, has been updated and
continues to be worked on.

- The Directors continue to lobby Sechelt Council on the derelict boat situation
but to date little action has been taken

- With the departure of Gabe Morelli from Lehigh the sound monitoring project
at Lehigh has been interrupted but with the hiring of a new manager at Lehigh
the Directors are hopeful that this project will be resumed.

- When Salish Soils were having their odour issue last fall the Directors
arranged a tour of the operation and were impressed with what was being
done to control the odour.

- Our group has had a couple of presentations from the SSC developers and
have been following their progress with interest.

- The Directors have been lobbying Council to proceed with the use of
reclaimed water.  As well, the Directors have been urging Sechelt and the
SCRD to start moving towards provision of an adequate water supply system.

- Though the Directors have been lobbying Council on the Bylaw 530 rezoning
bylaw and how it may affect East Porpoise Bay there has been little done to
date.  This may be due in part to the fact that Sechelt has yet to hire a
Director of Planning.

- Road clean up continues on a monthly basis and has expanded a little
towards the Hidden Grove area.  New volunteers to help out are welcome



6. Finance Report – Bill MacKinnon reported for Treasurer Mel Bollivar who is
away.  Bill reported a current bank balance of $1014.04 and the petty cash
account at $14.25.

7.  Membership Report – last year’s membership was 91 members.  To date we
have had 48 members renew their 2015 membership. For those members who
have not renewed their membership, please do so as soon as possible.
Remember, you only receive the minutes if you are a paid up member.

8. G8-SCAF (Sechelt Community Associations Forum) Michael Siddall reported on
the purpose and status of Sechelt Community Association Forum, of which our
association is a member. It represents all of the community associations in the
District, intended to be a non-political forum, meeting monthly to compare notes
so that problems and issues can be discussed and shared.  It also provides an
additional point of public contact, advocated by local government, and meetings
have been attended by elected officials.  Unofficially known as the G8, there are
currently seven active community associations; the eighth, Sechelt village, has
been dormant for some years, but efforts are being made to revive it.

9. Nominations and Elections of Directors – Lorraine noted that Gina Stockwell is
stepping down as a Director but that the other 8 current Board members are
willing to let their names stand for nomination.  All were elected again by
acclamation.  There were no nominations from the floor.

10. Old Business – none

11. New Business

- The proposed date for our annual picnic is July 16.  A motion was made by
Lorraine Gallant and seconded by Leanne Swekla that we budget up to
$350.00 for the picnic.  Carried.  We should make best efforts to get out as
many people as possible to our community event.

-  A new idea for our group is to organize a seniors block watch to keep an eye
on our older folks. This would be our local area. Names and numbers of
people who might assist those who need it could be put together.  This will be
an agenda item at the next Director's meeting

- Werner Hofstetter of SSC gave a short update of the SSC development and
offered to arrange of tour of the upper property for anyone interested.  A list
was made of interested participants

12. Adjournment – at 8:05 pm




