
East Porpoise Bay Ratepayers Association
c/o 6336 Marmot Road, Sechelt,. B.C. V0N 3A4

2013 Annual General Meeting
March 26, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. – Senior’s Activity Centre

In attendance - 24 members, Guest Speaker Perry Schmitt

1. Call to Order – President Peter Wooding called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
and welcomed everyone, then followed with an introduction of Directors.

2. Approval of Agenda – a motion was made by Greg Deacon and seconded by
Leanne Swekla that the Agenda be approved.  Carried.

3. There are a number of motions being put forward (below following the Minutes)
and all were carried. There were three proxy votes submitted.

4. Perry Schmitt, Supervisor of Department of Parks, was introduced by Peter.  He
presented a very interesting and informative slide show and talk on the parks in
our area and the work that is performed by the District’s Parks Branch.  We are
very fortunate to have so many parks, trails, and beach accesses within Sechelt.
It is amazing the amount of work done with a crew of seven people.  Perry was
given a $50.00 honorarium and it will be given to the West Sechelt Elementary
Accessibility Playground Project in his name.

5. Approval of Minutes of Feb. 26, 2013 AGM – a motion was made by Bill
MacKinnon and seconded by Greg Deacon that the Minutes be approved.
Carried.

6. Peter Wooding summarized our busy year in his report:

- volunteers have continued the operation of testing air quality monitors on top
of Trail Bay Mall and on Marmot Road for the past year.  Preliminary results
to date show that provincial maximums for the 2.5 micron readings (8
microns) have only been exceeded on two days, for both the Trail Bay and
Marmot Rd testing sites.  Interestingly, one of these days, Sept. 13, 2013,
was the same for both sites.  However, the average of all the readings is well
below the provincial maximums for both the 2.5 and 10 micron readings.  A
comparison with readings from other communities in B.C. show Sechelt to be
in the middle of the pack and at a level of approximately half of the provincial
maximum for the 2.5 micron reading.  As Peter mentioned at the meeting the
average readings were slightly lower for the Marmot site as compared to the
Trail Bay site as might be expected.  The results may not be statistically
different, however

- ground work has been laid for monitoring water quality as it enters the Inlet.  If
the parameters mesh this work will be done jointly with the Sechelt Band
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- we pursued the long-term good work done by previous Directors in requesting
grants for opening access to Burnett Waterfall and making it the gem that it
has become.  Having the driving enthusiasm of Perry Schmitt was a great
asset

- we got the District involved in assessing illegal disposal of waste from live-
aboard vessels in our area of the Inlet down to the southern tip. After our
meeting with the District the new bylaw officer took immediate action by
contacting all live-aboards and notifying them that they must dispose of their
waste at Sechelt’s pump out station and keep a record of these pump outs for
later inspection.   We drew the District’s attention to the waste-water bylaw in
effect in Gibsons. Sechelt already has a bylaw similar to Gibsons but unlike
Gibsons, Sechelt’s bylaw only applies to a small area around the Sechelt
docks.  Ron Buchhorn has also advised us that they are investigating
changing the Sechelt bylaw so that it applies to a much larger area.  Ron also
invited our group to meet with the District later this spring for an update on
developments in this area.

- our community is somewhat different from others in the District due to it’s
healthy mix of residential and business activity.  It appears to be growing and
working well with a trend to residential growth on lower slopes increasing with
the Onni project, the anticipated building of a resort hotel on the Crucil
property, the construction of a modern concrete production plant on the
higher slopes, and the construction of a world-class mountain bike
recreational facility.

- with the changes approved this evening to our bylaws we will make our
community more welcoming, more inclusive, more representative and
stronger

7. Finance Report – Treasurer Mel Bollivar reported a current bank balance of
$1,028.50 and the petty cash account at $23.27.

8.  Membership Report – last year’s membership was 29 members.  To date we
have had 18 members renew their 2014 membership. We will be having a
membership drive in April.

9. G8-SCAF (Sechelt Community Associations Forum) We are members of SCAF
and attend regular monthly meetings with seven other community associations
for the purpose of sharing and reviewing information about local community
issues for the larger community of Sechelt.  Issues of interest or concern during
the past year include the Sewage Treatment Plant, residential and industrial
rezoning and development issues in Tuwanek and West Sechelt, water pollution
in Sechelt due to live-aboard vessels, and the wharf development at Davis Bay.
Plans are underway for Associations to host an information table at this
summer’s Davis Bay sandcastle event.
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10. Nominations and Elections of Directors – Lorraine confirmed that all nine current
Board members are willing to let their names stand for nomination.  All were
elected again by acclamation.

11. Old Business – none

12. New Business

- Peter reported on meetings he had attended with the District pertaining to the
new Council Policy relating to Registered Ratepayer/Community
Associations.  At this time we meet most of the Policy guidelines and will
make any necessary updates to comply fully

- It was suggested that our picnic date be changed to mid-September.  A
motion was made by Mel Bollivar and seconded by Bill MacKinnon that we
budget up to $350.00 for the picnic.  Carried.  Mel and Pat Smit will head the
committee

- Pat Follett reported that a District bench/table from the spit has been held in
her yard for several years and she would like to have it removed.  Peter will
contact Perry Schmitt to see if it can be picked up and used at the Yew Street
Park

13. Adjournment – at 8:55 p.m. a motion was made by Bill MacKinnon and
seconded by Mel Bollivar that we adjourn.  Carried

EAST PORPOISE BAY RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION
Proposed changes to the Bylaws and Constitution

Bylaws

Part 1 – Membership
a) Membership in the Association shall be limited to those who own property

within the area defined and registered as “East Porpoise Bay Ratepayers
Association District”.  Each registered property is entitled to only one vote.  In
the event that a member owns multiple properties they are still entitled to only
one vote.

Proposed change – motion made by Lorraine Gallant and seconded by Bob
Redford
a) Every adult person residing in, or owning property in, the area defined and

registered as “East Porpoise Bay Ratepayers Association District” may
become a member in the Association by paying dues at the prevailing rate.  A
new member becomes entitled to vote at a general meeting ten (10) days
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after payment of the initial dues.  In the event that a member owns multiple
properties they are still entitled to only one vote

b) Members may proxy their vote, in writing, and subject to guidelines specified
by the Board, to a resident tenant who has resided on the property for not
less than six months

Proposed change – motion made by Lorraine Gallant and seconded by Leanne
Swekla

           b)   Members may proxy their vote, in writing, to any Director of the Association

g) The amount of the first annual membership fee shall be determined by the
     Directors and after that the annual membership dues shall be determined by
     the Annual General Meeting. (Under the proposed Policy by the District they
     want a count of individual members.)
Proposed change – motion made by Fern Walker and seconded by Greg
Deacon.
This will not be a part of the bylaws. Under the proposed Policy by the District
they want a count of individual members in the Association. The motion is that
we change membership fees to $7.50 per adult instead of $15.00 per household.

Part 6 – Bylaws and Constitution
d)   The proposed change to the bylaws shall be put forward within the first half

                 hour of the start of any Annual General Meeting
Proposed change- motion made by Bill MacKinnon and seconded by Geoff

      White.
d)   Proposed changes to any bylaws will be put forward under New Business on

                 the Agenda of any Annual General Meeting

e)   The Constitution shall not be altered or added to except by a majority vote of
                  90% of the members at the Annual General Meeting providing a quorum is
                  present.

Proposed change – motion made by Pat Smit and seconded by Peter Wooding.
e)   The Constitution shall not be altered or added to except by a majority vote of
      70% of the members at the Annual General meeting providing a quorum is
      present.

Constitution
2. 1.  To press concerns pertaining to the area represented, for the benefit of the
owners
Proposed change – motion made by Geoff White and seconded by Greg Deacon.

2.1.  To press concerns pertaining to the area represented, for the benefit of the
community.


