
 
EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASS0CIATION 

6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 
Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on January 12, 2016 

at the home of Michael Hoole 
 

In Attendance:  Mel Bollivar, Peter Wooding, Geoff White, Michael Siddall, Bill 
MacKinnon, Michael Hoole and Lorraine Gallant 
 
Absent:  Greg Deacon, Gina Stockwell 

 
Call to Order:  Peter Wooding called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm, welcomed 

Councillor Inkster and gave him a brief introduction to what the EPBCA has been doing. 
 
Meeting with Councillor Inkster: Peter then proceeded with the questions that had 
been previously sent to Councillor Inkster. 
 
Question - What steps are the District making to avoid another water crisis in the future? 

 

Answer - Councillor Inkster replied that he would like the SCRD to proceed with 
changes to the weir and raise the dam level.  He noted that there should be a good 
snow pack this year so there may not be the problem that was faced last year.  In 
Councillor Inkster’s opinion, more needed to be done by the SCRD over the last few 
years to prepare for predicted and more frequent drought years. 
 
Question - What is your position on the expansion of the Airport and why? 
 
Answer - Councillor Inkster advised that he believes the airport is a regional asset and 
should be funded by all of the communities on the Coast. 100 percent DOS funding of 
the airport has been a recent phenomenon. A number of attempts have been made to 
secure outside funding, many unsuccessful, so he is unsure where funding will come 
from, although he is sure we will continue to approach the province and Feds for 
funding under various programs . 
 
 
Question - Where do you stand on development of the SSC property? When we met 
with Angela Letman last year she said that the SSC development was within the Urban 
Containment Boundary. The OCP (p18) says that the SSC development would be within 
the Secondary Growth Area of the Urban Containment Boundary. Council has ruled that 
it is not, where do you stand on this issue? 
 
Answer - Councillor Inkster advised that he is comfortable with the mayor’s position on 
the Urban Containment Boundary. Councillor Inkster would prefer to see SSC moving 
forward with what is termed a shovel in the ground, before SSC approaches the DOS 
with proposed amendments, subject to council approval.  He notes that they are 
working on zoning but he is not sure exactly what the developers want to do and where 
they will start.  He has been told that the developers plan is to start with lower cost 



housing at the north end of the property.  (in a subsequent email Councillor Inkster 
noted “I also should have added that I wished this group luck with such a large, 
ambitious project.”) 
 
Question - What is the status of the replacement of the interim senior management 
personnel and when do you expect that all the positions will be filled? We hear that 
building permit applications are taking an inordinate time to process and that some 
builders refuse to do business in Sechelt; are steps being taken to improve the 
administrative operations of the district office? 
 
Answer - Councillor Inkster advised that Council is trying to deal with the staffing issues 
and has hired a new CAO.  He noted that there have been problems getting good 
candidates as a result of people being unwilling to come to Sechelt based on what they 
have heard about the issues here.  He hopes that we are now past that problem.  When 
asked if there are candidates for filling the positions currently held by interim officers he 
advised that he would find out and reply.  (The next day he advised “January 20th is the 
final deadline for all management position applications to be in , this will dovetail nicely 
with the arrival of the new CAO and who he believes will fit well into our organization.”) 
 
Question - Has an organizational review been done of the Waste Water Treatment Plant 
to ensure it will operate effectively in the future? If so, what are the recommendations 
and when will changes be implemented? Has council authorized the submissions of the 
permit applications for utilization of the treated discharge water from the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant? 
 
Answer - Councillor Inkster noted that there should be ongoing warranties by the 
contractor.  However he has not been able to find any of the documentation.  He did not 
have an answer to the questions but undertook to find out and respond.   (The next day 
he advised “sewer operator level 4 has an individual in consideration but the wage rate 
may need to be higher, so this will have a budgetary effect . Water reuse app still needs 
to go to province, but we need to budget in 2016 budget about 60-80'000$ for this 
process so this largish amount will need council approval.”) 
 
Question - Zoning Bylaw 530 – I have included a copy of our letter to the Planning 
department outlining our concerns. Where is Council going with this review? What is 
your view of the development of East Porpoise Bay?  
 

Answer - Councillor Inkster wasn’t sure where this stood as council had been told they 
would have the revised by-law last June and then later in December.  Council has not 
yet seen the revised by-law.  In respect to the issue of the proposed “working 
waterfront” zoning it was not clear that there was an understanding of the issue that we 
had raised.  After discussion it was made clear that what EPBCA wants is for the 
definition in the by-law to be the same as what was put in the OCP.  Councillor Inkster 
agreed to look into this and provide some clarity.  (The next day Mike Vance advised 
that “Councillor Inkster has asked that I respond to your inquiry regarding the status of 
propose bylaw 530, and about how this bylaw deals with working waterfront. Staff have 



completed an initial review of draft bylaw 530 including comments from our lawyers. We 
still have to review comments from the public for further adjustments to the text. Then 
we will bring the bylaw back to Council, and back to the community.  

Working waterfront is defined in the OCP and is a designation that provides for light 
industrial and marine business/transportation services which depend on access to 
marine waters. Proposed bylaw 530 does not define working waterfront, but creates the 
three marine and water zones along with the various regulations for the zones within the 
OCP designated lands. Hope this helps. Please call if you have any further questions or 
comments.”  Greg Deacon will follow up with Mike Vance to be sure he understands the 
history and the EPBCA position.) 

 

Due to another commitment Councillor Inkster apologized that he was unable to deal 
with any of the additional questions and excused himself at 2:55 pm.  
 
Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Lorraine, seconded by 

Bill.  Carried. 
  
Approval of Minutes of December 8, 2015:  It was moved by Mel and seconded by 
Geoff that the minutes of the December 8, 2015 meeting be approved as circulated. 
Carried.   
 
Finance Report: Mel Bollivar reported that our current bank balance is $957.47 and 
petty cash is $20.25.  Lorraine noted that the booking had been made with the Seniors 
Activity Center for the AGM meeting on March 15, 2016 and that the rental fee of $28 
needs to be paid in the next two weeks.  Lorraine advised that she has signed the rental 
agreement and will give it to Mel so that he can drop it off with the payment. 
 
Membership Report:  Mel Bollivar reported that at the end of 2015 we had 91 paid-up 
members.  
 
SCAF Report:  There has been no SCAF meeting since the Nov. 17 meeting.  Our 

Directors discussed the the SCAF minutes of 17 November 2015.  Under New Business 
5a) of these minutes it was stated concerning SSC Properties application for 
amendments to the OCP, Bylaws, and UCB pertaining to their property “ ---the general 
consensus--- “ of SCAF, “ ---seemed to be--- “ that SSC’s application should not receive 
SCAF support. 
 
As our association is a community member of of SCAF and as we are in notable 
disagreement with the “ general consensus “ expressed in the minutes of 17 November, 
Mel and Peter were tasked to make it very clear at the upcoming 19 January meeting of 
SCAF that the Directors of the EPBCA strongly support the application of SSC 
Properties proceeding to Council for their consideration, at which time all communities 
and individuals will have the opportunity to express their positions on the details of the 
proposals being brought forward. 
 



We see notable advantages to East Porpoise Bay, to Sechelt, and the Sunshine Coast if 
this long term development proceeds in our community with suitable long term controls 
and guarantees in place.  
 

Correspondence: 
 

1.  At the last Board meeting Councillor Wright expressed some concerns about the 
geotechnical stability of the SSC site.  Upon checking with SSC it was 
determined that geotechnical studies had been done on the property and a copy 
was provided to the EPBCA Board.  After several failed attempts to forward a 
copy to Councillor Wright by email Peter Wooding downloaded the report to a 
memory stick and delivered the report to Councillor Wright.   Councillor Wright 
conveyed his appreciation for the information. 

 
Old Business: 
 
Inviting councillors to meeting: It was noted that Council has appointed individual 
Councillors to act as liaisons with the various community groups.   Although Councillor 
Shanks has been appointed as our contact, after discussion it was agreed that we 
would continue to have Councillor Lutes invited to our next meeting. The Directors will 
prepare some questions to be sent beforehand to Councillor Lutes so that she will have 
the chance to prepare. 

 
New Business:   

1. Retaining Domain Names: It was reported that certain domain names reserved for 

dormant community/ratepayers associations and paid for on a shared basis by the 
active community/ratepayer associations require payment of renewal fees. It was 
moved by Lorraine, seconded by Mel that we would contribute our share of the cost 
(approximately $6.00) to the renewal fees. Carried. 
 

2. Justice for Miles Gray: A proposal to contribute to the ‘gofundme’ account to 

assist the family of Miles Gray to resolve issues surrounding his untimely death 
was considered briefly. Miles Gray was the operator of Selma Park Evergreens 
who died as a result of the actions of the Vancouver Police Department last year 
and the family has received no information as to what happened.  Information on 
Miles Gray can be found at this website:  https://www.gofundme.com/rr2g5yb8  It 
was agreed to table the matter until further information can be obtained.  It was 
noted that individual directors could make contributions on their own behalf. 

 
3. AGM Meeting and Speaker:  Peter confirmed that Aaron Joe has agreed to be the 

speaker at the AGM and that he will need a screen for a powerpoint presentation.  
Peter asked if the current directors were prepared to stand for re-election.  All 
directors present agreed they would stand for re-election except that Lorraine noted 
that she has applied to sit on the Sechelt Planning Advisory Commission and that if 
she is appointed to that Commission she may not stand for re-election to the 

https://www.gofundme.com/rr2g5yb8


EPBCA Board.  Peter agreed to contact the absent directors to find out if they will 
stand for re-election.  Members please note that the AGM will be held Tuesday Mar. 
15 at 6:30 to 9:30 pm at the Senior's Centre.  The Directors encourage members to 
stand for election at the AGM.  Also, please note that 2016 membership fees are 
now due. 
 

4. Road Clean-up:  Road clean-up will be done on Wednesday, January 20, 2016. 
Peter will look into getting new vests and having the association’s logo put on the 
vests.  He will also arrange for additional garbage bags. 
 

5. Garbage on Property at SE corner of Burnett and Sechelt Inlet Rd.:  It was 
reported that the large pile of garbage on the property at the corner of Burnett and 
Sechelt Inlet Rd. where the old vacant house burned down is becoming a hazard 
and needs to be dealt with.  Peter agreed to contact the By-Laws Enforcement 
Officer. It also was pointed out that the old rotting boat at the back of the same 
property is also dangerous.  
 

6. Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held February 9, 2016, 1:30 pm at the 

home of Peter Wooding, 6409 Marmot Rd. 
 

Motion to Adjourn:  A motion to adjourn was made at 4:00 pm  

 

 

 

   

 
 
 


