
 
EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASS0CIATION 

6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 
Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on April 5, 2016 

at the home of Michael Hoole 
 

In Attendance:  Geoff White, Peter Wooding, Michael Siddall, Bill MacKinnon, Michael 
Hoole, Lorraine Gallant and Greg Deacon 

 

Absent:  Mel Bollivar 

 

Call to Order:  Peter Wooding called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Geoff, seconded by Bill.  
Carried. 
 

Meeting with Councillor Lutes:  Peter introduced Alice and thanked her for coming.  
He explained that East Porpoise Bay is a mixed community of residences and 
businesses and that we do have some business members.  He told Alice that the health 
of the Inlet is a primary concern for us, including the derelict boat situation, the 
liveaboards in the harbour  and the wreckage left by Kinship Maritime in the water at the 
foot of Kontiki Rd.  He said that previously East Porpoise Bay was known as an 
association that did a lot of complaining but in the last few years we have made an effort 
to be more positive.  He explained that we have been volunteers in the water monitoring 
project run by the SIB, have been volunteers for the air monitoring project since 2012 
funded by the Ministry of the Environment and have worked with Lehigh on odour and 
noise issues and monitoring.  We also followed up on the odour complaints with Salish 
Soil and do volunteer clean up in Willow, Yew and Burnett Falls parks and along Sechelt 
Inlet Rd from the Blue Heron Restaurant to Hidden Grove.  We had given Councillor 
Lutes some question and issues to comment on.  Here are her responses: 
 

Q:  What do you see as the future opportunities in Sechelt for  
> meaningful well paying employment for young people and in particular  
> for young working parents.  How do we go about keeping young people on the coast? 
> How are they going to afford to live here with the cost of shelter  
> rising as rapidly as it is?  How do we prevent Sechelt from missing  
> the boat to again being a vigorous vibrant community instead of  
> slipping into being a backwater principally serving the needs of the  
> retired? Is council presently looking at this issue and planning to  
> take action in this regard? 
> A:  Alice thinks we need to encourage living wage jobs of around  
> $19.25/hr. She said that a lot of the jobs for young people are under  
> $15/hr.  She is hopeful that the regional economic group recently  
> formed will be able to encourage new, well paying jobs.  She thought  
> it was difficult for local government to contact businesses directly  
> though through larger meeting such as job fairs this might be done.   
> Currently there are two senior type housing developments proposed for  



> Sechelt that not only will provide construction jobs but ongoing  
> reasonably paid jobs as well.  She also mentioned that the District  
> pays above minimum wage for summer student employment. 
> 
> Q:  What steps are the District making to avoid another water crisis  
> in the future?  Has the District made any provision for supplying  
> water to residents at the Water Resource Centre in the event of water  
> shortages this summer. 
> A:  Alice said that reclaimed water cannot be used by the public until  
> health permits are approved.  She will get back to us on whether  
> permit applications for the use of reclaimed water have been made yet.   
> In the meantime, she said that the well water used last year during  
> the water crisis will be available again.  She said that the SCRD has  
> started deepening the outlet to Chapman Lake and the possibilities for  
> an engineered lake are being looked at. The SCRD is also looking for  
> new ground water sources.  She said that water meters will be going in  
> to rural areas this year and in to Sechelt next year.  She thinks that  
> there is the potential that the installation of water meters will  
> allow for significant savings through the elimination of leaks in the system. 
> 
> Q:  What is your position on the expansion of the Airport and why? 
> A:  Alice thought that due to limited potential use that it is not  
> worth pursuing full expansion at this time.  However, she said that  
> there will be some minor expansion of runway length carried out. 
> 
> Q:  When do you expect that the position of Director of Planning will  
> be filled? Are there any other unfilled senior positions? 
> A:  Alice said that interviewing for the position of Director of  
> Planning is being carried out this week.  She said that the Finance  
> and Engineering positions have been filled and that a Level 4 operator  
> has been found for the Water Resource Centre. 
> 
> Q:  Where do you stand on development of the SSC property?  How do you  
> see the SSC development fits in to the development of East Porpoise  
> Bay and Sechelt in general. 
> A:  Alice said that she had some difficulties with the SSC development.  
> She thought it should be located more centrally and as the downtown  
> hasn't been built up yet it shouldn't go ahead at this time.  She also  
> said that that in the SSC plan affordable housing is restricted to one  
> area which to her is a negative.  She thought the affordable housing should be 
interspersed throughout the development.  She said that there is a report on  
> the capacity of the Water Resource Centre carried out by Urban Systems  
> online on the DOS website.  As an aside Alice said that she would look  
> in to what is happening with the ONNI sewer connection and get back to  
> us.  In conclusion, Alice said that though she isn't totally positive  



> about the SSC development she isn't totally negative either.  However, she doesn’t 
feel that the SSC development plans should go to public hearing yet. 
> 
> Q:  We are concerned that in some quarters there seems to be a belief  
> that Sechelt is a place to avoid doing business. What do you see as  
> the Mayor and Council's role in promoting and developing business  
> contacts that will foster job and economic development for the Sechelt area? 
> A:  This was mostly answered in Alice's response to the first question.  
> However, she added that it was possible for Council to give some  
> incentives to promote development.  In response to a question about  
> our tax rates as compared to West Van Alice said that should would  
> email us a tax comparison for comparable communities. 
> 
> Q:  Which committees do you sit on? Please comment on each one. 
> A:  Alice sits on the Youth Action Committee which is an advisory  
> committee that deals with children's issues.  It is a wellness committee. 
> The District helps with the financing of youth workers.  There are  
> only 2 on the coast.  Alice is also on the committee that deals with  
> Community Investments.  The District contributes $60,000 and and  
> $80,000 comes from gas grants.  Alice is also on a committee called  
> Community Justice.  It meets once a year to review what has been going  
> on with youth and students over the past year.  Trained justice  
> workers meet with youth in trouble to resolve situations.  Sechelt  
> funds some of this.  Alice is currently Sechelt's Director for the  
> SCRD.  This is a position that is being rotated among the Councillors  
> which Alice thinks is a good idea though she is not sure that the SCRD  
> agrees with her.  Alice is also Deputy Mayor.  She finds that this is  
> a challenging position.  She mentioned as an aside that one of the  
> first issues that she had to deal with as Deputy Mayor was the sinkhole situation in 
West Sechelt. 
> 
> Q:  Zoning Bylaw 530 – I have included a copy of our letter to the  
> Planning department outlining our concerns. Where is Council going  
> with this review? What is your view of the development of East Porpoise Bay? 
> A:  She said that this issue is currently in the hands of Sechelt's  
> lawyers. Alice hopes to see some progress on this issue before Council  
> adjourns for the summer.  She thought that we had covered East  
> Porpoise Bay's concerns well in our referral letter. 
> 
> Q:  Our group has tried to get the last 2 Councils to take some action  
> on the derelict boat situation in Porpoise Bay Harbour.  To date very  
> little has been done.  Gibsons, on the other hand, has taken control  
> of their harbour.  What is your position on the derelict boat  
> situation and is there any provision in the current budget to take some action? 
> A:  Sechelt has a derelict boat working group and Alice sits on this  
> group. Pamela Goldsmith Jones was involved but can't do anything  



> further for technical reasons.  It isn't clear what can be done though  
> a report is coming which Alice will forward to us.  One thing that is  
> clear is that all boats have to be registered which isn't the situation at the moment. 
> 
 
Approval of Minutes of Feb. 9, 2016:  It was moved by Bill and seconded by Geoff 
that the minutes of the Feb. 9, 2016 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   
 
Finance Report: As Mel is away we will defer this report until the next meeting. 
 

Membership Report:  As Mel is away we will defer this report until the next meeting.    
Members please note now is the time to renew.  Membership dues are $7.50 per adult 
resident or $15.00 per couple per year.  Please make cheques payable to East Porpoise 
Bay Community Association or EPBCA.  Mail to EPBCA, 6375 Marmot Rd., Sechelt, 
BC, V0N 3A4. 
 
SCAF Report:    Below is the summary from the various neighbourhood associations 
for the March 15 meeting of SCAF: 
 

a) Davis Bay et al – (John Denham) – i) Referral for rezoning a property on Field Road 
(before the Spani property). The owner of the U-Brew at Wilson Creed wants to expand. 
The issue right now is what will the new zoning be called and what will it allow? It seems 
that the existing one lacks definition and that a new one may need to be identified ii) 
There is concern over the decline of business as a whole on the Davis Bay Waterfront, 
including empty premises, condition of some premises and declining customer base. 
The association is unsure as to what can be done and is in discussion as to how they 
may be able to help affect positive change iii) General meeting last week had Perry 
Schmidt (DoS Parks) mentioning an Arbour Day on April 29th, perhaps at Mission Point 
Park. Watch for more details. Perry also spoke about the Chapman Creek trail and 
possibilities for rerouting iv) Parkway Society and the Association are lobbying the 
Government for a pedestrian controlled crosswalk near the bridge v) AGM was March 
9th. Executive officers remained the same with a couple of changes to the directors. 
John will continue attending these meeting for a period of time  
 
b) East Porpoise Bay – (no representative, conflict with AGM) – email i) The meeting 
(AGM) was very well attended. Except for one director, as there were no further 
nominations the existing Board was re-elected by acclamation. Officers will be 
appointed at the next Board meeting. Members were treated to a highly informative talk 
by Aaron Joe, CEO and founder of Salish Soils and a member of the Sechelt nation. He 
spoke on the challenges and achievements involved in establishing this successful 
business. He noted that odor problems experienced last summer and fall were due to a 
lack of water required for operation of the air filtration system and said that measures 
have been taken to avoid a repeat in the event of another draught  
 

c) Sandy Hook – (Susan Soux) – i) Feb 2nd meeting had Doug Wright as guest 
speaker. This was a good meeting and Doug was very open with information and 
has agreed to follow up on some of the following issues ii) The stairs and 



accessibility at the Coracle Beach Access is soon to be dealt with iii) Public 
transit to the area is an issue for the community. Investigating a ride share 
system 2 iv) Aging in place continues to be a focus v) Zoning Bylaw 530 requires 
a number of changes, which was also acknowledged by Doug Wright vi) Trying to 
get Skana Road paved, only one in Sandy Hook not paved vii) Losing their 
Secretary due to a move off coast viii) Next meeting in April 

 
d) Tuwanek – (Linda Williams) – i) Petition to remove the street light received 
unanimous support. Taking forward to Hydro ii) Looking closely at the SSC proposal. 
There is so much information to wade through and every report is presently differently 
therefore requires a complete review to ensure items are not overlooked iii) Seasonal 
residents are beginning to return, which is always an interesting time iv) Finalizing 
changes to the Constitution and Bylaws necessitated by the new Societies Act (deadline 
Nov 28, 2016)  
 
e) West Sechelt – (Martyn Wilson) – i) Referral received for Clayton Family Lands 
housing lots. Association is basically okay with it. ii) Sewer extension to Wakefield Road 
will be going to public hearing but unsure of the date iii) Norwestbay Road ditch work 
has been postponed until June. Seems that no one really knows why iv) Doug Wright 
has been invited to the next meeting, no response to date v) Added two new directors 
until the next AGM in November vi) A road allowance on Page Road is being utilized as 
a temporary dumping ground for construction fill.  
 

Correspondence: 
1. Letter sent to Chief Calvin Craigan of the shishalh Nation on Feb. 29 

regarding SSC being allowed to hook up to Sechelt's sewer system rather 
than building their own package sewer system with an outfall in to Sechelt 
Inlet.  The shishalh Nation sent the following reply on Mar. 15:  Thank you for 
your letter dated Feb 29 2016 sharing the concerns of the East Porpoise Bay 
Community Association regarding the SSC development and sewage 
treatment options, including water quality implications.  We appreciate you 
sharing your concerns on this important matter. 

 
2. The following letter to the editor was published in the Coast Reporter on Mar  

Editor: 
The Feb. 24 Sechelt planning and community development committee meeting 
considered whether to allow the new SSC development to hook up to the current sewer 
system.  At the meeting, Sechelt planner Angela Letman came out recommending that 
SSC be included in the Urban Containment Boundary and so be allowed to hook up to 
the sewer system. Angela said that it made no sense, for environmental reasons, to 
have an outfall in Sechelt Inlet, which in this area has poor tidal flushing. She noted 
there is sufficient capacity at the Water Resource Centre to service the development 
and pointed out the alternative is for SSC to build its own on-site treatment plant. She 
also noted that this plant would not be capable of producing as high a quality effluent as 
the Water Resource Centre. Incidentally, at this meeting, the SSC development was 
given a score of 73 out of 74 by the Whistler Centre for Sustainability, a consulting 



group retained by Sechelt council to assess the SSC development plans.  Sechelt’s 
planning committee is made up of councillors Siegers, Shanks and Lutes. Councillor 
Siegers voted to allow the SSC development to hook up to the sewer system. 
Councillors Shanks and Lutes voted against it.  Sechelt council votes on this issue at 
their March 16 meeting. The board of the EPBCA believes that a package sewer plant 
with an outfall into Sechelt Inlet makes neither environmental nor economic sense. If 
you are in agreement please contact your mayor and council at: council@sechelt.ca. 

Peter Wooding, President, East Porpoise Bay Community Association, on behalf of the 
Directors 

 

3.  On Feb. 10 a link to the award video made by the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities honouring Sechelt for the best Water Resource Centre in Canada in 2015 
was sent to the membership. 
 

4.  Susan Soux of Sandy Hook is trying to arrange an open meeting with the SCRD 
regarding water management in a crisis situation in May or early June.  Peter wrote her 
a letter on behalf of the Directors expressing our support of such a meeting. 
 

 
 
Old Business: 
 
a)  Inviting councillors to meeting: This issue will be considered at the next meeting. 

b)  Lehigh noise report:  Greg to write the new manager at Lehigh and ask for a meeting 
 
c)  Update on landscaping at ONNI and Prime Rentals:  Alice Lutes has been asked to 
report back on this situation as we have not heard back from Angela Letman 

d)  No visible action on clean up of dump site at lot on corner of Burnett and Sechelt 
Inlet Roads – Peter will follow up with Sechelt Bylaw 

e)  Association Brochures – Lorraine is updating 

 

 

New Business:   

a)  AGM draft meeting minutes:  Greg will send draft to Directors before distribution to 
membership 
  
b)  Burnett Falls path erosion problem:  Peter will follow up with Perry Schmidt to 
discuss further action 
 
c)  Recruitment of new Directors:  There was discussion of meeting times and new 
Director possibilities 
 

mailto:council@sechelt.ca
http://www.fcm.ca/home/awards/fcm-sustainable-communities-awards/2016-winners-case-studies/2016-water-project.htm


d)  Council meeting tomorrow regarding SSC zoning:  All directors were encouraged to 
attend 
 
e)  Road clean-up:  It was decided to carry it out Tuesday April 12 

 
Next Meeting:  May 3, 1:30 pm at the home of Bill McKinnon, 6373 Marmot Rd 
 

Motion to Adjourn:  A motion to adjourn was made at 3:40 pm  

 

 

 

   

 
 
 


