
 
 

EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASS0CIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Dec. 13, 2016 
at the home of Geoff White 

 
In Attendance:  Peter Wooding, Michael Hoole, Isla Miles, Mel Bollivar, Geoff White, 
Michael Siddall and Greg Deacon.  Member Sarnia Guiton also attended. 
 

Absent:  Bill MacKinnon and Lorraine Gallant 
 
Call to Order:  Peter Wooding called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.   
 
Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Mel, seconded by Mike.  
Carried. 
 
Meeting with Chief Calvin Craigan, sishalh Nation, to discuss issues of common 
concern.  As we had not heard back from the Chief by meeting time we decided to 
invite him or another reresentative of the sishalh Nation, perhaps Sid Quinn, to attend 
our January meeting. 
 

 Approval of Minutes of Nov. 8, 2016:  It was moved by Isla and seconded by Geoff 
that the minutes of the Nov. 8, 2016 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   
 
Finance Report: We have $809.38 in the bank with $30.30 in petty cash 

 

Membership Report:  To date we have 74 paid up memberships.  Peter will distribute 
some more brochures to the directors. 
 

SCAF Report:   Below is the summary from the various neighbourhood associations for 
the Nov. 15 meeting of SCAF: 
 

a) Davis Bay et al – (John Denham by email) – i) SSC Properties provided an update at 
the November meeting ii) The December meeting will include the annual Christmas 
Dessert Potluck, featuring the decadent goodies everyone brings, plus music with Lynne 
and Reg and hopefully, the choir  
 

b) East Porpoise Bay – (Peter Wooding, Mel Bollivar & Michael Siddall) – i) Continue to 
follow the derelict boat issue. Have been dealing with Greg Horning (bylaws at DoS) 
and very disappointed over the lack of action to date. A recent unsatisfactory coliform 
count was attributed to geese. Next step is to include the shishalh Nation ii) Recently 
received a letter of concern directed at the Board from a member. The concern was, 
due to the amount of support displayed, whether any member(s) had a commercial 
interest in the SSC Properties Development. The member attended a Board meeting 
where it was confirmed that no such interest exists. The Board does support 
consideration of the SSC Properties Development  



c) Sandy Hook – (Susan Soux) – i) Board meeting was held a couple of weeks ago. 
Coordinating meeting schedule to accommodate new board members ii) Newsletter 
coming out soon and will include a feeler about a Community Centre; need one?, what it 
would look like, etc iii) Annual Christmas Carol sing in the works and may join the Carol 
Boats event this year 2 iv) Meet and Greet will be in January and will include the 
announcement of the winner of the Photos of Sandy Hook Contest 
 

d) Tuwanek – (Linda Williams) – i) A group of kayakers from Victoria is proposing a 
Salish Sea Marine Trail. Their presentation to Council included a request for 14 
permanently designated parking places in Tuwanek. Other beach accesses along the 
Inlet were also identified. However Tuwanek already has perennial parking issues 
during the summer as well as 18 properties which require off-site parking (4 islands, 10 
properties on Tuwanek Trail and three water access properties properties further up the 
coast). Although agreeing that exploring Sechelt Inlet by kayak is a wonderful 
experience assigning preferred parking to non-residents in Tuwanek is not a viable 
option ii) The company owning the old log sort has maintained a booming lease for 
years although operations ceased in 2003 and all the equipment was removed long 
ago. The Association is challenging the reissue of the booming lease which covers most 
of Lambs Bay shared by Tuwanek residents. The owner has also denied access to the 
eelgrass conservation society which has been replanting eelgrass beds in the Inlet iii) 
AGM is November 20th where a new Constitution and Bylaws are on the table as a 
Special Resolution. Going forward we will be designated a member funded society 
under the new Societies Act  
 

e) West Sechelt – (Martyn Wilson) – i) The Trellis referral has not yet been received, but 
possibly before the end of the week. ii) AGM was November 1st and very well attended 
with approx. 55 people. Will need to look at a bigger venue for future meetings. Two 
directors stepped down and will be replaced by Robert Kaatz and Nadine Coombs iii) 
Several new members are from the Sangara and Clayton properties areas iv) 
Strongman Property developers have expressed a willingness to consider two stories 
over the previously proposed three. They are currently checking corresponding building 
heights  
 
Correspondence: 
 

1) Email sent to membership on Nov. 9 notifying them of a meeting on Nov. 
10 where MPs Pamela Goldsmith-Jones and Terry Beech to speak on 
Oceans Protection Plan 

 
2) Email sent to membership on Nov. 15 about Maple Reinders, the main 

contractor for Sechelt's Water Resource Centre, giving a presentation at 
the Council meeting on Nov. 16 regarding the 6 awards that have been 
received by the WRC in 2016 

 
3) A request was made to the District of Sechelt that we be added to the list 

of Community Associations that will be asked to comment on the Trellis 
referral.  This request was denied by the DOS.  However, we were 



provided with the referral by the West Sechelt community Association.   
 

4) As a follow up to Greg Horning's presentation at the last directors meeting 
we sent him the following question:  “I think you said in your talk that 
Sechelt currently has jurisdiction with the current bylaw within 10 metres of 
the government dock. Some members also thought you said you had 
some control over boats within 100 metres of all the shore. However, I am 
not sure that is true. If you do have some control under what authority do 
you have control?”  This was Greg Horning's answer:  “The water lease for 
the Porpoise Bay docks is slightly larger then the docks. There is a 
Porpoise Bay Harbour Regulation Bylaw governing this area. The District 
of Sechelt has several zones over water. These can be within a specific 
geographic defined area such as M zones. The W-1 zone extends 200 
meters from the foreshore. In the District of Sechelt's zoning bylaw it 
regulates who may use this area. This is directly related to property 
owners with waterfront property. The zoning bylaw is the only bylaw that 
has any regulations in relation to these waters. To go further into what 
authorities and where they begin ties to the bylaw and the community 
charter of BC and also recent court decisions. Hope this helps”. 

 
5) An email was sent to Brian McFayden of Vancouver Coastal Health on 

Nov. 23 regarding coliform testing in Porpoise Bay:  
“I am writing to you on behalf of the East Porpoise Bay Community Association 
(EPBCA). The East Porpoise Bay Community Association covers the area in Sechelt 
between the Indian Reserve and Sandy Hook, an area of approximately 470 hectares. 
We currently have about 80 members and have been in existence since the late 80’s. 
We have a website which you can check out at: http://eastporpoise.com/index.html.  We 
are very concerned about the environment and the health of Porpoise Bay and this is 
stated in our brochure as one of our goals: “To improve and maintain the quality of East 
Porpoise Bay, and where appropriate, the larger Sechelt community”.  We have also 
been involved in water quality monitoring of local streams in conjunction with the 
Sechelt Indian Band and are still maintaining an air quality monitoring station on top of 
Trail Bay Mall (Sechelt) in conjunction with the Ministry of the Environment.  
We have been concerned for some time with the derelict boats and liveaboards that 
have been proliferating in Porpoise Bay over the last two years and their affect on water 
quality. There have also been airbnb rentals on boats in Choquers Marina this last 
summer no doubt contributing to the overall sewage pollution. We have been in contact 
with Angelia Darnbrough and she has given us the results of some testing that you did 
on her beach last August. Those results are concerning though we realize there may 
have been mitigating circumstances (geese). What we would like to see is a program of 
coliform testing carried out to give us a baseline of what kind of coliform levels we might 
expect to see as a result of our floating neighbours. It seems like a good testing location 
might be on the end of the government dock nearest the liveaboards but away from the 
beaches and the geese. Alternatively, I have a 19’ Boston Whaler based at Poise 
Marina and I am offering this as a floating test station if you think it might be necessary 
to get closer to the potential sources of pollution. For your information, there are now 3 

http://eastporpoise.com/index.html


boats rafted together near the Kontiki Road beach access which are also being lived on.  
Please let us know what is possible in terms of a program of coliform testing in the 
waters of  Porpoise Bay.”  To date we have received no response, not even an 
acknowledgement.  I will follow up in January. 
 

6)  On Nov. 21 Michael Siddall sent the following letter to Mayor and Council 
regarding long term care: 

To Mayor and Council,  
District of Sechelt 
 
While we welcome well thought out new proposals to increase our inventory of 

seniors and assisted living accommodation on the Sunshine Coast, we are 
greatly concerned that the resulting future needs for long term care capacity is 
not being taken into account in long term planning.  

A significant number of residents who will be housed in assisted living units will at 
some point in the not too distant future need to be moved into extended care, 
which even now is grossly inadequate, with the slack being taken up by the 
hospital, occupying badly needed acute care beds.  (The letter signed by over 50 
doctors directed to the Minister of Health clearly states this need, noting that 40 
percent of patients in Sechelt hospital are non-critical, awaiting transfer to 
extended care.) 

This bottleneck can be expected to grow exponentially with each new facility and 
cries out for long term planning.  The issue raises a number of questions:  

How many assisted/supportive living units are contemplated in the plans currently 
before Sechelt Council (Spani and Wesbrook so far).  We do know that the 
Wesbrook proposes 93 independent and 30 supportive units.  Numbers for Spani 
have not been provided to date.  For every unit of assisted living, there needs to 
be a proportionate number of extended care capacity associated with the 
development permit.  (We already have assisted living at Green Court, which 
must be included in the statistics).    

For example, if the combined total of assisted living units in Spani and Wesbrook 
was 300,  if three percent of the residents developed the need for extended care 
that would require an additional nine extended care beds.  If that jumps to 10 
percent, an additional 30 beds would be required, and so on.  Research needs to 
be done to determine the average percentages of residents requiring this 
transition.  

It’s not only specific assisted living, but other projected and existing new residential 
developments, many of which will target the seniors market with similar results.  

It appears that at present the planning and approval process is short-term with 
consideration given to such concerns as zoning, property tax revenues and 
employment  and business opportunities.  There is clearly a need for 
comprehensive long term planning, with all stakeholders at the table, including  
the District of Sechelt, SCRD, Sechelt Band, the Hospital Board, Vancouver 
Coastal Health and the recently formed advocacy coalition on the Sunshine 
Coast.  How can this best be accomplished and who should take the lead?    

A major concern is that when capacity is insufficient, where will the needy and 



vulnerable elderly be housed?  Off the Coast, potentially splitting up family and 
social networks?  

Is it not the mandate of all levels of government to be actively involved in the long 
term planning process? 

  
7)  On Nov. 23 an email was sent to the membership notifying them of a 

satisfaction survey posted on the DOS website 
 
8)  On Dec. 5 Peter received “BC Ferry Data from Southern Sunshine Coast 

Ferry Advisory Committee”.  This was forwarded to the directors with the 
question whether this information should be forwarded to the general 
membership on a regular basis.  The Directors decided to copy the 
membership on reports as they are received. 

 
9)  Email sent to the membership on Dec. 7 regarding a meeting on 

affordable housing organized by SSC to be held on Dec. 8 at the Sechelt 
Indian Band hall.  Peter and Greg attended the meeting and found it to be 
very informative with presentations from various groups on the Coast with 
an interest in affordable housing.  Two Sechelt Councillors attended the 
meeting, Darnelda Siegers and Doug Wright. 

   
  10)  Mike Hoole sent a letter to the editor regarding District of Sechelt staff 
  changes which was published in the Coast Reporter on Dec. 8: 

Dear Editor,                   

  On November 18 Sechelt's Director of Planning left Sechelt’s employment  
 after only a few months on the job.  As a member of the Advisory Planning  
 Commission I had the pleasure of interacting with Mr. Isakov on a number  
 of occasions.  Not long before I heard about his resignation I had asked  
 him how he enjoyed living on the Coast. He indicated he was very   
 happy with Sechelt as a place to live, particularly the outdoor lifestyle it  
 provided.  Needless to say, I was very surprised when I heard he was  
 leaving. I was even more surprised to hear he was leaving on only 2  
 weeks notice. Mayor Milne spoke highly of Mr. Isakov at the council  
 meeting on November 16 when he announced his resignation.  One has to  
 wonder about the work environment that has been created in Sechelt  
 when, first of all, another senior manager has decided to resign from his  
 employment after only a few months here, and, secondly, how Mr. Isakov’s  
 senior management contract would allow resignation on just 2 weeks  
 notice. The Mayor has said that Council needs to “see if we play any role  
 in this”.  Do you think they will see that they might be the cause of all the  
 turmoil in the town hall during the past two years? 
 
 
 



Old Business: 

 a)  Inviting members of council to Directors meetings.  It was decided to re-invite 

 Chief Craigan or Sid Quinn to our January meeting.  Should that not work out we 

 will invite Noel Muller, our new Sechelt Council liaison. 

 b)  Derelict boat situation: Offer from SSC to use their property to help dispose of 

 derelict boats.  Also, possible involvement of Marine Search and Rescue (Isla).  

 Where do we go from here?  It was decided that we should write a letter to 

 Council letting them know of SSC offer. 

New Business:   

      
a) 2017 AGM including guest speaker.  It was decided to try and book Wed. 

March 15 at the Seniors Centre for the meeting.  The directors thought 
that someone from the Economic Development group would be an 
interesting speaker.  Greg to follow up. 

b) Dec. 7 Council Meeting and possible response:  Peter and I attended last 
weeks Council meeting as the Water Resource Centre Review was on the 
agenda. In the event it was a bit of a no-show as the review was 
essentially tabled and sent back to staff for further review (a common 
practise of this Council) and request for more information. However, the 
Mayor made a few telling comments.  He said that were lots of concerns 
and issues with the report and that the results will be built in to the budget 
(implying increases).  Darren Inkster said that the project actually took 10 
yrs. over the term of 3 Councils which is correct.  Alice Lutes said that she 
had given a tour to a delegation from a large Chinese city.  While they 
were impressed with the technology she said that they asked how could 
such a small District as Sechelt afford $25M for a sewer plant.  What she 
didn't tell them that most of the $25M came from grants or low interest 
loans with only $3-4M coming from Sechelt's sewer reserves.  Darnelda 
Siegers said that she had talked to Nikki Hoglund (Director of 
Engineering)about the report and Nikki told her that they had already 
addressed some of the issues raised in the report and these would be 
reported to Council. Again, Darnelda stands out in this Council as being 
positive and pro-active. 

 
c) Road clean-up – The plan is to do it Thursday Dec. 15, weather permitting. 

  Mike visited Perry Schmidt, Sechelt Parks to talk about the volunteer  
 program but was unable to connect with him. 
 

Next Meeting:  Jan. 17, 1:30 pm at the home of Lorraine Gallant, 5991 Beachgate Lane 
 

Motion to Adjourn:  A motion to adjourn was made at 3:15 pm by Mel 

 



 

 

   

 
 
 


