
The EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASS0CIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Dec. 5, 2017 
at the home of Peter Wooding 

 
In Attendance:  Lorraine Gallant, Mel Bollivar, Bill MacKinnon, Geoff White, Greg 
Deacon, Mike Hoole, Isla Miles, Michael Siddall and Peter Wooding.   
 
Absent:  Adam shepherd 

 

Call to Order:  Mike Hoole called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.   
 
Meeting with Councillor Keith Julius (shishalh Nation): - Our group had a very frank 

and open discussion and much appreciated Keith’s candour. 

a)  Salmon hatchery at MacLean Bay – When asked about the deplorable state of 
salmon returns into Sechelt Inlet this year Keith replied that the Band would be 
interested in getting the hatchery going again.  This is something we should follow 
up on. 

b) Biosolids Composting – When asked how this project with Salish Soils was going 
Keith replied that the Band was in favour of establishing all the composting at a 
site up near the Sechelt landfill.  They are currently working with Lehigh and 
others on getting the necessary approvals and hope to have this part of the 
process completed in spring 2018.   

c) Industrial Park Referral – When asked what the Band thought about industry 
being located near their residential areas Keith replied that the thinking in the 
Band had changed and that they would now like to see objectionable forms of 
industry located away from residential areas.  As part of this process they would 
like to see the Salish Soils composting re-located up into the mine area (previous 
point).  However, the recycling operation would remain where it is. The Band 
would like to use more of the land they have dedicated for industry used for 
housing. 

d) Derelict Boats – Keith said that the Band would like to be part of a project to clean 
up the derelict boats.  They don’t want to take the leadership role, but they would 
like to help.  He mentioned that Mayor Milne has already discussed this issue with 
Chief Paull. They discussed establishing a harbour authority.  Keith mentioned 
that Councillor Selina August is passionate about this issue and would like to 
attend one of our Board meetings to discuss the issue. 

e) Secure Water Supply – Keith said that Band has had discussions with Lehigh, the 
SCRD, Sechelt and the province about securing some land for a reservoir.  More 
and more people are seeing this as the only solution. 

f) Economic Development – Keith said that right now forestry is the Band’s biggest 
source of income.  They have a new partnership with Interfor and are looking at 
200,000 cubic metres of wood supply.  He said that the Band has 768 people 
living on the reserve out of a total membership of 1300.  They currently have 
approximately 9% unemployment.  For the run of the river project up Narrows inlet 
the Band has provided 45% of the employees but that project is winding up.  At 
Lehigh the Band has approximately 50% of the employees.  At the shopping 
Centre Boston Pizza and 3 other stores will be going in shortly.  For the area 
across from McDonalds they have been talking to various big box stores and have 
considered a senior’s retirement home.  Walmart will not be coming.  On their 



waterfront they have seen some interest by developers with various projects from 
$25 to $250 million in size being suggested. 
 

Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Geoff, seconded by 
Peter.  Carried. 
 
 Approval of Minutes of October 17 ,2017:  It was moved by Lorraine and seconded 
by Mel that the minutes of the Oct. 17, 2017 meeting be approved as circulated. 
Carried.   
 
Finance Report: We have $793.13 in the bank with $31.30 in petty cash.   
 
Membership Report:  At the time of the meeting we had 112 members.  New members 
who sign up now will be covered for 2018. 
 
SCAF Report:   The minutes for the Sechelt Community Associations forum can be 
found here:  http://sechelt.net/SCAF/SCAFarchives.html.   
 
Correspondence: 
 
1. On Oct. 20 Mayor Milne acknowledged receiving input from our Association on the 

derelict boat situation: “Thank you.  I did know our staff were collecting data and 
forwarding it to Transport Canada.  Of course, we did not know it was having an 
effect.  I expect the continued pressure from residents was a key factor in this 
response.  I will be asking for more work to be done on establishing a Port or 
Harbour authority.” 

2. On Oct. 20 Mike Hoole and Greg Deacon met with Andrew Yeates (CAO) and 
Darwyn Kutney (Engineering/Operations) to discuss community projects.  We 
followed up with this: “It was good to meet with you and Andrew this morning.  We 
feel that you are taking a very proactive and positive approach by talking to all the 
community groups.  The projects earlier sent to the DOS by the EPBCA on Dec. 19, 
2015 regarding our wish list for community projects to be carried out in East 
Porpoise Bay for 2016 were:   

i. The building of a trail from Burnett Rd. to the Provincial Park as an extension of 
the existing trail that currently ends at Burnett Rd. 

ii. Repair of the broken road surface on Boxwood Rd near where it intersects with 
Stockwell Rd 

iii. Repair of the road subsidence on Marmot Rd just north of the intersection of 
Marmot and Burnett roads (6325 Marmot Rd). 

As we mentioned at the meeting none of these projects were carried out.  In 2017 
we again requested a trail to the provincial park.  Again, nothing was done.  We 
have been feeling a little neglected out in East Porpoise Bay as no community 
projects have been carried out for some years while we have seen projects being 
carried out in other communities. 

3. On Oct. 23 a letter was sent to the SCRD Directors and the Mayors of Sechelt and 
Gibsons expressing our concerns about the lack of progress on developing a 
reservoir to deal with the ongoing water shortages. 

4. On Nov. 6 Greg followed up again with John Devison (Public Works) to see where 
Sechelt is with federal funding for dealing with the derelict boats.  This is his 
response: “Reference the boat problem I just re-did all the paper work again as they 

http://sechelt.net/SCAF/SCAFarchives.html


changed the format and it was sent to Pamela Goldsmith-Jones office and the 
department of Oceans and Fisheries. So now it is a waiting game again.” 

5. On Nov. 21 the membership was informed of a special Council meeting to talk about 
our water supply with SCRD representatives. 

6. On Nov. 24 the membership was sent the results to date of our air monitoring 
program carried out in conjunction with the Ministry of the Environment.  This 
information was also copied to Mayor and Council and both local newspapers. 

7. On Nov.27 a referral was received from Sechelt regarding a new industrial 
development along Sechelt Inlet Rd.  This will be an agenda item. 
 

Old Business: 

1.  Inviting speakers to Directors meetings – Councillors Keith Julius and Selina August 
(sishalh Nation) are a possibility for January’s meeting. 

2. Nov. 16 meeting with District regarding possible capital projects – Geoff reported that 
he and Adam met with Perry Schmidt, Aaron Thompson and Kate (consultant).  
Perry was complimentary about volunteer work done by EPBCA.  Unfortunately, it 
does not look like the trail along Sechelt Inlet Rd. that we have requested will be in 
the 2018 budget. 

3. Nov. 22 special Sechelt Council meeting with SCRD representatives regarding a 
secure water supply. -  All the Sechelt Council now appear to be in favour of moving 
ahead more rapidly with securing a better supply of water.  Unfortunately, Sechelt 
does not have the votes at the SCRD Board to accomplish this though with the 
Mayor now being Board Chair and Sechelt having one more vote there is hope. 

4. Publication of Ministry of Environment dust report – This report was sent to both 
papers and was published by both. 
 

New Business: 

1. Referral from the District of Sechelt regarding an industrial development on Sechelt 
Inlet Rd. (Luch and McCarter) – There was some division on opinion on how to 
respond as there is a general feeling that with the Edgewater development nearing 
completion the area is moving more towards residential than industrial.  The OCP 
however, designates the area for future Business/Industrial.   It was agreed that Mike, 
Greg and Lorraine would meet with Aaron Thompson, Community Planner, to clarify 
some issues and then formulate a response. 

2. Letter to Mayor and Council regarding a short-term rental bylaw – After some 
discussion it was agreed to send a letter to Mayor and Council supporting the 
approach taken by Vancouver Council on this issue which only allows short-term 
rentals in one’s primary residence. 

3.  Speaker for AGM – It was decided the AGM would be held on the second Tuesday 
in March 2018 at the Seniors Activity Center. Various names for speakers were 
suggested and will be followed up on. 

4.  Possible visit to the Sechelt Water plant – The Directors expressed interest in 
pursuing this.  Greg will follow up with the SCRD and notify the membership when a 
date is secured. 

5.  Xmas donation – The Directors decided to donate $100 to both the Elves Club and 
the Food Bank. 

6.  Road clean up was done the week of Dec. 5 
 
Next Meeting:  Jan. 9, 2018 at the home of Mike Hoole, 6253 Sechelt Inlet Rd. 



 
Adjournment 4:30 pm 


