
EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASS0CIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Oct. 9, 2018 
at the home of Bill MacKinnon 

 
In Attendance:  Michael Siddall, Greg Deacon, Mike Hoole, Mel Bollivar, Peter Wooding, 
Lorraine Gallant, Geoff White and Bill Mackinnon 
 
Absent:  Adam Shepherd 
 
Call to Order:  Mike Hoole called the meeting to order at 1:34 pm.  
 
Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Geoff, seconded by Peter.  
Carried. 
 
Meeting with Tracy Corbett, Sechelt’s Director of Planning and Development:  
The following questions were provided to Tracy Corbett prior to the meeting and she 
responded as t the meeting: 
  

1. We would like to get a feeling for where the various projects that have been in the 
works for the past 4+ years stand and why the public has seen little progress.  What 
is standing in the way of moving projects forward?  
Response – Tracy said Spani Developments had servicing issues that caused the 
project to stall but this should be settled now.  She said that Claytons are developing 
part of their site as regular single-family lots, but the partner involved with them for 
the Westbrook development has abandoned their project.  She said the RTC 
development on the waterfront is moving ahead without any amenities to the District 
other than the dedication of the area on the water for park for possible extension of 
the sea walk in the future, all as a result of the reduction in density.  She noted the 
last few issues have been solved.  The zoning for them has been completed.  The 
Trellis project is moving ahead on first nations land and though they are keeping their 
site in West Sechelt she thought they were not likely to develop it.  The Trellis project 
will go ahead on the Band land at the foot of Field Road and use the existing sewage 
treatment plant there.  The public hearing for the condominium development at the 
corner of Wharf and East Porpoise Bay Road did not go well with no one wanting a 
6-story development at that site.  The developer is considering coming back with a 
4-story proposal but with the same number of units.  They are delaying, probably 
waiting to see what the election results are. 
 

2. We would like to hear your thoughts on how we get "affordable" housing in the DoS, 
including affordable rental accommodation.  
Response – Tracy thinks the current system for affordable housing is impractical.  
Under the current system only a token number of units are offered for a substantial 
increase in density. Funding is coming from the provincial government for the 
proposed Lions development (74 units) and for homeless housing proposed for 
Hightide Ave. (40 units).  She thought the units at the Lions development would be 
475 – 625 square feet.  She mentioned that at Big Maples homes will cost $260 - 
$350 thousand (875 – 1350 sq. ft.) with a pad rental of $500 per month which she 
said is not affordable housing but better than the single-family housing currently 
available.  Tracy said that for affordable housing the District needs to put in the 



appropriate zoning and then get out of the way.  She said Sechelt has a lack of 
affordable land which thus limits its ability to contribute land towards development of 
affordable housing.  She thinks the process for development in Sechelt is too 
complicated.  She said RTC’s special infill area was subject to considerable 
community input (opposing the proposed density) and that the planning department 
was as much to blame as Council for the early decisions that were made.  Tracy said 
that the Official community Plan is being re-done next year and that Zoning Bylaw 
530 is being worked on now.  She said Official Community plans should be revised 
every 5 years but ours is now 10 years old.  Tracy thinks that the existing zoning 
does not contain enough specific use regulations.  Better definitions and a lot more 
guidance is what is taking the time in changing the zoning regulations.  There was 
some discussion about the I-6 zoning for the Direct Disposal site which Greg will 
follow up on. 
 

3. We asked if you could give us more information about the proposed development in 
the Gow pit (Sechelt Inlet Rd. and Burnett Rd.) and connecting to the sewer.  The 
SSC development was denied connection because they were not in the primary 
Urban Containment Boundary.  However, both SSC and this new proposed 
development are in Sewer Area 4 (Schedule K, Sechelt’s Official Community Plan).  
The OCP says for Sewer Area 4 that “A future municipally owned and operated 
integrated sewer system is recommended for these areas” (p97).  You replied that 
this was not a staff recommendation and that there is also a significant disconnect 
between the sewer serving area bylaw and the OCP urban containment areas.  What 
would you recommend today for either the Gow pit development or the SSC 
development if either of them apply for a sewer connection?   
Response - Tracy said that the developer for the Gow site has not applied for any 
development and it would depend on what was in the application whether Sechelt 
would extend the sewer to the site.  She didn’t rule it out.  She also noted that the 
same developer has a 60 lot subdivision on Havies Rd. in Selma Park and has 
agreed to bear the cost of the sewer line to connect with the Water Resource Centre 
system.  
 

4. What is your position on the removal of derelict boats in Porpoise Bay?  
Response – Tracy said that wasn’t really Planning’s area of concern and that this 
file was being handled by John Devison of Public Works. 
 

5. What do you think of Sechelt’s progress on the Integrated Sustainability Plan?  
Response – Tracy said that it was stalled due to lack of resources and the 
consultants lack of direction.  As of our meeting date Tracy had re-written half of it 
and hoped to have a draft finished shortly and out to the Committee for review.   

 
Some additional comments Tracy made is that Aaron Thompson, Community 
Planner, has left Sechelt’s employ due to lack of affordable housing.  Angela Letman 
is retiring in December.  Tracy is currently interviewing for a manager’s position in 
the Planning department.  Interestingly, Tracy said that she thought that due to the 
current lack of a stable summer water supply a moratorium on further development 
would be a good idea until the situation is resolved. 
 
The Directors found Tracy to be very forthright and knowledgeable and to be a very 
valuable addition to Sechelt’s staff.  The Directors expressed our desire for her to 



continue in her position for as long as possible. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes of Sept. 11, 2018:  It was moved by Bill and seconded by Michael 
S. that the minutes of the Sep, 11, 2018 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   
 
Finance Report: We have $1402.23 in the bank with $33.35 in petty cash.  Mel is working 
on an interim financial statement. 
 
Membership Report:  Membership is now 124 members which may be an all-time high. 
 
SCAF Report:   Michael S. said that there is a meeting planned for Oct. 16.  
Consequently, there is nothing to report.  Previous minutes for the Sechelt Community 
Associations forum can be found here:  http://sechelt.net/SCAF/SCAFarchives.html 
 

 
Correspondence: 
 

a) On Sept. 12 Michael Hoole and Peter Wooding met with Darwyn Kutney, Tracy 

Corbett and Michaela Sugars of the DoS to discuss our wish list for projects to be 

included in the 2019 Capital Budget.  The projects recommended for East Porpoise 

Bay are:   

1. Again, complete the walking trail from Burnett Rd. to the Provincial Park 

2. Again, continue bike lanes to the Provincial Park 

3. Install rumble strips and large painted speed limit signs on Sechelt Inlet Rd. 

in northerly direction near Sechelt Inlet Cres., after the ‘S’ curve past Dusty 

Rd. and after Heron Rd. and in the southerly direction before the Provincial 

Park, before Burnett Rd. and after Dusty Rd. 

4. Install at least 2 radar sensor “Speed” reader boards in each direction on 

Sechelt Inlet Rd. 

5. Improve the condition of Sechelt Inlet Rd. to eliminate large holes 

6. Remove the sunken vessels from Porpoise Bay 

 

b) On Sept. 14 we received a Habitat Survey Report of Sechelt Inlet from Dianne      

Sanford of the Salish Sea Nearshore Recovery Project.  This was sent out to the 

membership. 

 

c) On Sept. 14 Michael Hoole spoke with Linda at the Community Forest office 

regarding the Legacy Fund.  There are possibilities for funding for major projects 

which we will investigate for next year. 

 
d)On Sept. 14 Michael Hoole sent the following letter to Sechelt Council on behalf 

of the Directors: 

“Dear Mayor and members of Council, 

As you know we have now witnessed the sinking of the Gulfstream, a large, 

presumably abandoned, vessel, in Porpoise Bay.   Also, as those of you who 

http://sechelt.net/SCAF/SCAFarchives.html


have attended any of our regular Board meetings know we have consistently 

raised the suggestion that the District of Sechelt needs to obtain Water lot 

leases on as much of Porpoise Bay as possible and then impose regulations 

on time limits for mooring in the Bay.  We have heard repeated excuses that 

this could not be done, but, as we have repeatedly stated, it has been done 

elsewhere 

(see:   https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/1.23192423 ).  This problem 

has been allowed to continue far too long, the time has come to be bold and 

take action. 

While we commend John Devison's efforts in swiftly moving forward with 

applications under the new Federal government program to deal with 

abandoned vessels and obtaining funding to go forward with the documenting 

of the vessels in the Bay, if no action is taken we will have a continued inflow 

of vessels left to rot, sink and create a larger ecological problem than we 

already have (as demonstrated by our video which you used for Oceans Day),  

see:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1QdXwqbtps&feature=youtu.be ). 

We urge you to take action to take control of Porpoise Bay NOW.” 

 

e) On Sept. 27 we received the following response to our letter to Council regarding 

the derelict boats from Kerianne Poulsen, Executive Assistant, District of Sechelt: 

“Thank you for sharing your concerns with Council. On behalf of Mayor Milne 

and Council I can assure you that we appreciate the urgency of your request 

and complexity of this issue.   

 

 As a part of the Porpoise Bay Wharf Business Plan and Study that was 

presented as a draft to the Finance, Culture and Economic Development 

Committee meeting on September 19, 2018, (the staff report and draft is on 

page 10/146) the possibility of acquiring waterlot leases was discussed. A 

professional consultant, Levi Timmermans, who specializes in public harbour 

infrastructure and environment was engaged for this project.  At the meeting 

Mr. Timmermans explained that there is some advantage to expanding the 

waterlot near the public dock to expand the dock, but did not recommend the 

acquisition of additional waterlots. Acquisition of waterlot leases is not required 

for the management of abandoned vessels and many municipalities have 

successfully implemented solutions through permitting and collaboration with 

harbour authorities and the federal government.  

  

As you mentioned below, Mr. Devison is making progress in his 

documentation of the abandoned vessels in Porpoise Bay. He expects to 

complete these assessments next week.  This information will be used by 

Transport Canada to determine the priority for the removal of the vessels. Our 

staff were informed by the Coast Guard that within 6 months the Vessels of 

Concern program will have the legislation in place to be able to investigate and 

remove abandoned vessels. The removal of vessels will be scheduled 

https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/1.23192423
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1QdXwqbtps&feature=youtu.be
http://www.sechelt.ca/Portals/0/public%20document%20library/Agendas%20and%20Minutes/2018-09-19%20FCED%20Agenda.pdf


according to priority with respect to public safety and environmental 

preservation, but they are making progress. 

 

Please note that the abandoned 100' Gulfstream that sunk on Monday 

September 10, 2018 was the responsibility of Transport Canada.  Last year 

Transport Canada investigated the vessel and had all hazardous materials 

removed.  The vessel was being pumped out regularly to keep it afloat until it 

could be removed.  Unfortunately, the vessel sunk before it could be 

removed. “ 

 

f) On Sept 28 Mike Hoole received a Community Association Draft Policy to be 

received by Council on Oct 3 and distributed it to the Directors.  The Directors had 

no issues with the draft policy and indicated the same to the District. 

 

g) On Oct. 4 we received notice from Graham Veale of the Ministry of the 

Environment that air quality monitoring in Sechelt would be dis-continued.  This is 

due to equipment failure and lack of replacement equipment.  Graham said that: 

“Given the extended monitoring period, significant accumulation of samples and 

the lack of any indication of unacceptable PM impacts in Sechelt (other than 

wildfire smoke), as well as the competition for limited monitoring equipment to 

address pressing issues in other communities, it has been decided to discontinue 

the PM monitoring in Sechelt. The diligent assistance of the volunteers (Greg, 

Peter and Louis) is acknowledged and greatly appreciated.” 

 

h) On Oct. 4 we received from our MP, Pamela Goldsmith-Jones, a reminder that 

Transport Canada is accepting 2018-2019 applications for assessment and 

removal of abandoned and/or wrecked small boats with an application deadline of 

March 31, 2019.  Hopefully, the District of Sechelt will be applying for this funding. 

 

i) On Oct. 6 Greg sent an email to Crystal Cox of the shíshálh Nation to ask if she 

could indicate who would be the most appropriate person to discuss the decline in 

crab and salmon stocks in Porpoise Bay.  There was an immediate response 

saying she was out of the office and was not sure when she would return. 

 

 

Old Business: 

1.  Inviting speakers to Directors meetings – The new Mayor will be invited. We will 
also continue to pursue getting a member of SCREDO to come and talk about 
economic development plans and getting a representative of the Band to attend a 
meeting to discuss matters of common concern.    
 

2. Salmon enhancement for Sechelt Inlet – Greg to try and arrange a meeting with 
Laura Terry, DFO Community Liaison to see what might be done in the way of 
salmon enhancement due to the very low runs experienced in the last few years. 



 
3. Derelict Boats – Mike will write a letter to council concerning what action they are 

now proposing 
 

New Business: 

1. Discussion on the forthcoming election, including candidates for Council and Mayor.  
Should we hold an all candidates meeting? – After some discussion the Directors 
decided there had been enough meetings. 
 

2. Parking of commercial vehicles on residential property – Greg to contact Sechelt 
bylaw to see what the relevant bylaws are.  (Subsequently it was decided that as it 
did not appear to contravene bylaws it was a matter between neighbours to resolve.) 

 
3. Road clean-up – To be carried out Oct.10 

 
Next Meeting:  Nov. 13, 2018 at the home of Geoff White, 6109 Sechelt Inlet Rd. 
 
Adjournment 3:45 pm 


