
 

DRAFT     East Porpoise Bay Community Association 

c/o 6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C., V0N 3A4 

2019 Annual General Meeting Minutes 

March 12, 2019 – 7:00 pm. – Senior’s Activity Centre 

1. Call to Order – Michael Hoole, President, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 
and welcomed everyone.  Michael welcomed Mayor Darnelda Siegers who is our 
guest speaker this evening.  He followed this with an introduction of the current 
board of Directors, Greg Deacon Secretary, Lorraine Gallant, Bill MacKinnon, Mel 
Bollivar, Treasurer, Michael Siddall, SCAF representative, Peter Wooding, Geoff 
White, and Adam Shepherd.  Michael then proceeded to pay tribute to Isla Miles, 
one of our Directors elected last year.  Isla passed away suddenly October 14.  
She had been a Director for a couple of years and was a willing contributor to 
your Board’s deliberations.  Particularly, as a result of sailing with her husband 
David in Mexico and the southern United States, she provided insightful 
information on how harbours were managed in other areas. Her information and 
advice were very helpful when we were advocating for action to be taken to deal 
with the derelict and abandoned vessels in Porpoise Bay.  

There were 27 paid up members present and therefore we had a quorum.  
Michael declared the meeting duly constituted for the conduct of business. 

2. Guest Speaker – Geoff White introduced our guest speaker, Darnelda Siegers, 
Mayor of Sechelt – Darnelda noted that Councillors Alton Toth and Matt McClean 
were also in attendance.  Darnelda told us that this Councils Strategic Plan has 
been finalized and will be coming out soon.  Some of the highlights concern the 
airport, the Harbour and tourism.  The airport needs to be extended so charters 
can land.  The District has submitted a grant application to extend the runway to 



700’ and re-pave the older sections.  Other important parts of the Strategic Plan 
are asset management and building reserves.  As part of building reserves, she 
explained that we will see 3% added for capital reserves on your taxes. Darnelda 
also mentioned that the Official Community Plan doesn’t align with current zoning 
and that planning staff are working to bring these into alignment.  In that 
connection she noted that East Porpoise Bay has a mix of zoning that allows for 
industrial, commercial as well as various types of residential.  She stated that she 
would like to work with community to align the zoning with what we would like to 
see going forward.  She also pointed out the District is in dire need of all types of 
new housing, affordable, rental and long-term.  There is a continuing need for 
infrastructure renewal in the District.  Trail Avenue will be worked on this year.  
For the Water Resource Centre, the District will be looking into how we might re-
use some of the high-quality effluent the Centre produces.  Darnelda mentioned 
that the District has instituted quarterly meetings with the shishalh Nation and 
has good relations with Gibsons.  Darnelda is also meeting with Chief Warren 
Paul monthly.  On the water shortage front she said that it is likely we will 
experience stage 4 restrictions again this year.  A ground water source, Church 
Rd., has been identified but due to regulatory issues won’t be available until next 
year.  Work on the reservoir plan is proceeding and the SCRD has approved 
$350,000 to advance the plan this year.  Darnelda said that the District is looking 
in to how we can develop the harbour but not cost us too much.  What would a 
harbour authority look like?  On Seawatch Darnelda said that she had met with 
provincial authorities this very day and will continue pursue solutions, though it is 
a complex issue.  The District wants the downtown area to be pedestrian friendly.  
She mentioned that the lot beside the fire hall is going to be developed and the 
planner is working with the developer to have it fit in with a plan for the entire 
block to make it pedestrian friendly and set the tone for future redevelopment of 
the Cowrie Street moving east to the cenotaph.  Darnelda mentioned that this is 
Active Transportation month and the District recognizes the need for more safe 
bike paths.  They are looking for support from other levels of government to make 
this happen.  Darnelda noted that initial announcements were that the tax 
increase would be as high as 13%.  She said it won’t be that high but has not 
been finalized yet.  Darnelda mentioned that she is on Facebook and will be 
posting weekly.  The District is looking at ways to get input from the public.  
Michael Hoole thanked Darnelda very much for her informative presentation.  A 
donation will be made to the Pender Harbour Food Bank in Darnelda’s name.   

3. Approval of Agenda – a motion was made by Geoff White and seconded by Mel 
Bollivar that the Agenda be approved.  Carried. 



4. Approval of Minutes of Mar. 13, 2018 AGM – The minutes of the last annual 
general meeting which was held on March 13, 2018 have been circulated to the 
membership.  Michael Hoole asked if there were any corrections and hearing 
none asked for a motion to accept the minutes.  A motion was made by Mel 
Bollivar and seconded by Peter Wooding that the Minutes be approved.  Carried. 

5. President's Report – Michael Hoole then gave the following report: 

2018 was a busy year. Members of our Association were active volunteering in 
many ways.   

Air quality monitoring continued by members through most of last year until 
the program was cancelled due to equipment failure and the Ministry’s 
decision that the general good results over the past few years did not warrant 
continuing the program. 

Work also continued by a member last summer with Vancouver Coastal 
Health collecting water samples at the head of Porpoise Bay to ensure the 
coliform counts remained within acceptable levels.  

Efforts by members have been made to foster a new salmon enhancement 
plan for Sechelt Inlet and discussions have been held with Federal Fisheries.  
Attempts are being made to see if we can get the Sechelt Band to join in such 
a project. 

A number of volunteers continue to carry out the monthly road clean up in our 
area. You would not believe what people throw out of their cars.  We even find 
garbage that is obviously deliberately dumped off the back of trucks just off 
the side of the road.  You have to wonder what people are thinking.   

Members attended meetings and met with the local representative of the Sea 
Change Conservation Society to discuss their Salish Sea Nearshore 
Restoration Project and to show them the issues in Porpoise Bay.  As a result 
of those discussions we have seen a start on the cleanup of Porpoise Bay.  
That occurred late last year with the removal of several tons of garbage from 
the bottom of the Bay – I will say more about that in a few minutes. 

Members met with District of Sechelt staff to advocate for the inclusion in the 
2019 budget of the continuation of the walking trail along Sechelt Inlet Rd. 
from Burnett Rd. to the Provincial Park and also the continuation of the bike 
lanes to the Park.  We will see if these happen. 

A meeting was also held with Sechelt staff to encourage the enhancement of 
enforcement of the speed limits on Sechelt Inlet Rd.  Last year saw a number 



of accidents on that road which could have led to pedestrians being seriously 
hurt had they been in the path of speeding vehicles that went out of control.  
As a result, there has been increased RCMP patrols on the road and 
enhanced signage and pavement marking has been included in the 2019 
District budget - hopefully these items will be passed. 

We continued the policy of inviting guests to our meetings to discuss issues of 
concern.  During the year we have had Councilor Wright, Mayor Milne, 
Andrew Yeats, the Chief Administrative Officer of the District of Sechelt, 
representatives of SCREDO, the Sunshine Coast Regional Economic 
Development Organization, and Tracy Corbett, the new Sechelt Director of 
Planning at our Board meetings to discuss issues of concern to our 
community.  We have also attempted to get a representative of the Sechelt 
Nation to come to discuss a number of the issues of common interest to the 
Band and our community.  We had Councilor Keith Julius of the Band at a 
meeting in 2017 but unfortunately, we have not been able get another 
meeting with the band yet. 

I mentioned that we had had Tracy Corbett, our new Director of at one of our 
meetings.  Sechelt is, in my opinion, very fortunate to have Tracy working for 
the District. She is a very experienced planner and has already brought more 
direction to the planning process in Sechelt.  

Before the election last year, we had meetings with some of the old Council 
and spoke frankly about our concerns about Councils actions, or lack thereof, 
on a number of issues.  Although we are not a political body, I think it is fair to 
say a number of your members were pleased to see the changes in Council 
last fall. 

Your Directors continued to lobby Sechelt Council on the derelict and 
abandoned boat situation.  As I think you know your Association sponsored 
the production of the underwater video of Porpoise Bay by Neil McDaniel, a 
videographer who had produced a video of the pristine water of Sechelt Inlet 
north of Porpoise Bay.  The contrast was startling, and the Porpoise Bay 
video was used by the District of Sechelt for World Oceans Day to show the 
mess in our back yard.  A number of our members made donations to the 
Association to fund the cost of the r video. 

As I mentioned the Salish Sea Restoration Project included work in Porpoise 
Bay last fall for which we are very appreciative.  More work is needed and 
hopefully there will be more done next year.  Unfortunately, they do not have 
the funding to remove the problem vessels. 

As you may know we have already witnessed numerous vessels sink or blow 
on shore, including the 100-foot Gulfstream.  We are pleased to see the 
Federal Government starting to deal with the derelict and abandoned vessels 



issue and the allocation of funds to Sechelt to start the process of identifying 
and hopefully eventually removing these problem vessels.   

We believe we are blessed with a magnificent natural resource here that can 
provide great opportunities to enjoy nature and provide recreational and 
business opportunities.  But it has to be protected – we believe that Council 
has to take leadership in establishing control of the harbor to ensure that 
more vessels don’t get left to rot in Porpoise Bay.  We will be encouraging 
Council to establish a Harbour Authority that will establish rules and 
enforcement of limited stays in the Bay.  

Salish Soils odour issues have abated somewhat and we are pleased to see 
that they will be moving their production facility to Port Mellon. The green 
waste receiving station will remain where it is, but it will then be transported 
down to Port Mellon for processing.  We will continue to liaise with Salish 
Soils.  

The Directors had been lobbying our previous Council to proceed with the use 
of reclaimed water from the Water Resource Center but had been told that 
there is no viable way to use the reclaimed water.  Your Board doubts that this 
had been properly considered and we will revisit this issue with the new 
Council.  As well, the Directors have been urging Sechelt and the SCRD to 
start moving towards provision of an adequate water supply.  We are of the 
opinion that an engineered lake is absolutely essential and should be a 
priority for the SCRD.  We have expressed our concerns to both the SCRD 
and the DoS Councilors  

We have concerns about short term rentals, including those through Airbnb.  
We have made recommendations to the DoS and understand that there will 
be proposed rules regarding short term rentals in the new Zoning Bylaw when 
it is tabled.   

I would also like to mention our new website which we had to develop as a 
result of the loss of our website manager last year.  Through the voluntary 
efforts of Khaled Driss, a resident of Sandy Hook, he developed the new 
website for us, and we managed to save what we had anticipated would be a 
very large expense. We were not sure how we would cover the costs and are 
very grateful to Khaled. 

Also, on a financial note I should mention that we were very lucky last year to 
receive a grant from the Sunshine Coast Credit Union to support our summer 
picnic as a community building event.   

Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to thank everyone who has 
donated their time and efforts and financially to our Community Association.  I 



think we are recognized as one of the more active community association in 
the District of Sechelt.  By working together, we can make a difference.  

6. Finance Report – Copies of the 2018 financial statements were made available 
to the members.  The members were asked if they had any questions.  Michael 
Hoole asked for a vote to accept the financial report for Dec. 31, 2018.  Lorraine 
Gallant made the motion and Peter Wooding seconded it.  Carried. 

7.  Membership Report – Mel Bollivar reported that as of the date of this meeting 
we have had 36 members renew or take out their 2019 membership. In 2018 the 
membership hit a high of 126 members.  For those members who have not 
renewed their membership, please do so as soon as possible.  Remember, you 
only receive the minutes if you are a paid member.   

8. SCAF (Sechelt Community Associations Forum) - Michael Siddall reported on 
the purpose and status of Sechelt Community Association Forum, of which our 
association is a member.  The Sechelt Community Association Forum, otherwise 
known as SCAF, is an informal gathering of representatives of community 
associations.  Meetings are held monthly to compare notes, so that problems and 
solutions can be discussed and shared.  It is not a political organization and does 
not receive project referrals from Council. Our association makes a point of being 
actively represented.  

This year was marked by tragedy, with our long-time volunteer secretary, Val 
Morris swept away in an avalanche while on a motoring trip with her husband last 
August.   We are making do by everyone pitching in for minute taking etc. but her 
presence and capability are sorely missed.  

SCAF has been around for a long time, but defining its role is not easy.  I put the 
question to a long time SCAF veteran, Lynne Forrest of Tillicum Bay, and I quote: 

“Trying to put SCAF’s worth into words is not easy. It’s a subtle thing.  From 
what I have experienced, SCAF is a venue for each association to share 
knowledge and experiences, good or bad.  

With respect to the District of Sechelt, as a group we do have the ability to make 
a formal statement, if we have 100% agreement. I think we offer the District a 
multi-faceted public opinion, should they decide to listen. The fact that our 



minutes/notes are posted publicly to our own website adds veracity to the 
existence of our ongoing group communications. 

The SCAF website is also valuable for anyone thinking of moving to or is new to 
Sechelt, especially since we now have the extra domain- name 
“sechelt.info” (this domain was due to expire.  It was offered to us by Bob D’Arcy 
and we grabbed it, (my note).  It’s to be set as a link to SCAF. If someone is 
looking to move here the information they would get from their realtor or the 
District website would not give them much information on the history or the 
individual “flavour” of the neighbourhood or the ability to meet new neighbours 
readily.  For non-association members who might need some neighbourly 
assistance or knowledge there is the ability to contact a local association with a 
simple email.”  So that’s Lynne’s take on it, and I think it nails it nicely 

There are currently eight members of SCAF including ourselves:  West Sechelt, 
Sunshine Heights, Sechelt Village, Sandy Hook, Tillicum Bay, Tuwanek and 
Davis Bay/Wilson Creek/Selma Park. 

If you want to check on the activities of other associations and our reports to 
SCAF, just Google the name and it will take you to the website.  

Michael Hoole asked for a motion to accept the SCAF report.  Geoff White made 
the motion and Adam Shepherd seconded it.  Carried. 

9. Old Business – none 

10.New Business 

a) Nominations and Elections of Directors – All of the current Directors 
have volunteered to stand for re-election.  Member Marguerite Millar has 
also volunteered to stand. Lorraine Gallant moved and Kim Baldwin 
seconded that: 

“The following be elected directors of the Association to hold office until 
the next annual general meeting, or until their successors are duly elected 
or appointed: 

Peter Wooding, Michael Hoole, Marguerite Millar, Mel Bollivar, Michael 
Siddall, Bill Mackinnon, Greg Deacon, Lorraine Gallant, Geoff White and 
Adam Shepherd".   



There were no further nominations.  Bill MacKinnon moved that 
nominations be closed, and Peter Wooding seconded the motion. 

Peter Wooding, Michael Hoole, Marguerite Millar, Mel Bollivar, Michael 
Siddall, Bill Mackinnon, Greg Deacon, Lorraine Gallant, Geoff White and 
Adam Shepherd were declared elected as Directors of the to hold office 
until the next annual general meeting, or until their successors are duly 
elected or appointed. 

b) Picnic – The proposed date for the picnic is July 20, 2019 at Porpoise Bay 
Provincial Park, North Shelter as usual.  Mel Bollivar moved that the Board 
of directors allocate a budget of up to $450.00 for the Association’s Annual 
Picnic.  Bill MacKinnon seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

c) Questions from the floor – Michael Hoole commented that as he 
mentioned earlier there has been some concern with the lack of adequate 
speed limit markings on Sechelt Inlet Road.  In addition, we have had 
complaints about the center and side line markings on Sechelt Inlet Rd. 
not being visible at night.  Mike asked for feedback from the audience: 

a. One member said that visible lines on Sechelt Inlet Rd. are a 
necessary safety feature 

b. Our Association has asked for years for the bike trail to be 
extended to the Provincial Park 

c. Darnelda commented that more bike lanes will be contingent on 
future development 

d. Another audience member commented that our roads are 
disintegrating in general 

e. Another member commented on the road subsidence on Marmot 
Rd. 

f. Peter Wooding mentioned that another danger on Sechelt Inlet Rd. 
are the huge drop offs at Irgen and Burnett Creeks 



11.Adjournment – There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone 
for coming.  The meeting was terminated at 8:15 pm  


