
 

EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Dec. 10, 2019 
at the home of Bill MacKinnon 

In Attendance:  Greg Deacon, Mel Bollivar, Geoff White, Adam Shepherd, Mike Hoole, 
Peter Wooding, Lorraine Gallant, Bill MacKinnon and Michael Siddall.  

Absent:  Marguerite Millar 

Call to Order:  Mike Hoole called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.  

Meeting with Andrew Allen – Director of Planning and Development 
1. Could you give us an update on the status of development projects in 

Sechelt?  Some examples are the Gow Pit development, the SSC 
property, the Havies Road development, the RTC development, the 
Trellis project and the Wade development at the corner of Wharf and 
East Porpoise Bay Roads.  – Andrew said that there was a formal 
application for a subdivision for the Gow pit last August.  There are to be 
78 single family lots.  Andrew said there are no solid plans yet.  The 
Havies Rd. development application was approved and the developer 
was to build a sewer line to connect to the Water Resource Center but 
the Highways Dept.  didn't want anything done during the summer. 
Nothing has happened so far.  This is the same developer that owns the 
Gow pit. 

2. The SSC development is still in limbo.  There has been some interest 
expressed but nothing confirmed yet.  Trellis has formally applied for 
development at the same site as previously.  This will likely come before 
Council in January.  Andrew said that the Wade developer will be coming 
back to Council in January with a revised plan, perhaps 5 or 6 stories.  
Concern was expressed by the Directors about the traffic situation at this 
corner.  Andrew said it would be closely looked at.  Andrew also 
mentioned that the Mayor would like Tieta Way to be opened but nothing 
yet has happened on this initiative.  Andrew said that the RTC 
development is stalled as they found that 20 units are not financially 
viable.  They will likely come back with another proposal.  He also 
mentioned that the Blue Ocean Golf Course owners are still interested in 
building a hotel but there is nothing definite yet. 

3. We would like to hear your thoughts on how we get "affordable" housing in 
the DoS, including affordable rental accommodation. – Andrew said that 
the cost of land makes single family dwellings expensive.  He mentioned 



that there is a possible new development for affordable housing through 
BC Housing at the end of Inlet Ave.  Andrew noted that in the past there 
have been conflicts between Sechelt Engineering and Planning that can 
add to the costs of developments.  Andrew said that he was hopeful that 
they could work these issues out.  Geoff commented that increased 
densities would help, particularly in the downtown area.  Andrew 
commented that there is an example of this currently with the old daycare 
lot on Trail being given increased density which will allow for 3 residences 
and a laneway house. 

4. What is your opinion about the proposed development in the Gow pit 
(Sechelt Inlet Rd. and Burnett Rd.) connecting to the sewer?  The SSC 
development was denied connection because they were not in the 
primary Urban Containment Boundary.  However, both SSC and this new 
proposed development are in Sewer Area 4 (Schedule K, Sechelt’s 
Official Community Plan).  The OCP says for Sewer Area 4 that “A future 
municipally owned and operated integrated sewer system is 
recommended for these areas” (p97).    What would you recommend 
today for either the Gow pit development or the SSC development if 
either of them apply for a sewer connection?  - Andrew commented that if 
either the Gow Pit development or the SSC development goes ahead, 
they would have to connect to the sewer system unless they applied for a 
radically different zoning. 

5. Where do we stand today with the Zoning Bylaw revisions? – The zoning 
Bylaw revisions (Zoning Bylaw 580) are actively being worked on and 
may be available for review by the Associations in January.  Andrew 
commented that the existing bylaws originated in 1987 and have been 
amended 250 times since then.  Sechelt’s plan is to complete the Zoning 
Bylaws first and then start on the Official Community Plan which also 
needs revision. 

6. Where do we stand today with Sechelt’s Integrated Sustainability Plan? – 
Andrew commented that this is a higher-level document than the OCP 
and it hasn’t been forgotten but he isn’t sure what to do with it at this 
time. 

7. Is the Planning Department fully staffed? – Andrew commented that there 
will a requirement from the Province for Sechelt to employ a Level 3 
Building Inspector (larger developments such as industrial and 
institutional buildings) no later than Feb. 2021.  Building Inspectors are 
part of the Planning Department.  Andrew also mentioned that the 
Planning department could use another development Planner possibly in 
2021.  Lorraine noted the Planning Department has not responded to her 
questions in a timely fashion which Andrew took note of. 

8. Due to the current lack of water in the summer would you support a 



moratorium on future development until the situation stabilizes? – Andrew 
questioned who ultimately is responsible for water questions, the SCRD 
or Sechelt.  Andrew commented that there is more development 
occurring in Sechelt than in rural areas, but the development is denser in 
Sechelt.  He also noted that denser developments use less water per unit 
than larger rural lots.  Andrew asked what exactly would a moratorium 
mean?  He said that neither the District nor the SCRD have the proper 
tools to carry out a moratorium.  He also noted that the Province isn’t 
exactly being helpful in expediting the current new well development and 
said that he thought that 3 years is a very long time to develop a well.  He 
did note that the water meters that have already been installed have 
shown considerable leakages in the system.  He said that unless Sechelt 
moves ahead with our own water meters our arguments for more water 
supply with higher authorities are weaker. 

Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Peter, seconded by Mel.  
Carried. 

Approval of Minutes of Nov. 12, 2019:  It was moved by Geoff and seconded by Peter 
that the minutes of the Nov. 12, 2019 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   

Finance Report: We have $1562.16 in the bank, $33.33 in petty cash, $27.35 in 
PayPal. 

Membership Report:  Membership to date is 123.   

SCAF Report:   
Minutes for the Sechelt Community Associations forum can be found here: https://
sechelt.net/ 

Correspondence: 

1. On Nov. 18 Mike Hoole received an invitation from the DoS to attend a 
meeting with the top bureaucrats to discuss our wish list for 2020 

2. On Nov. 24 Greg emailed the information to the membership sent to us by 
the BC government which is seeking public input to help BC prepare for 
climate change. 

3. On Dec. 5 Mike Hoole confirmed that Andrew Allen, Director of Planning 
and Development for Sechelt will attend our next meeting 

Old Business: 

1. Inviting speakers to Directors meetings – The Directors agreed to ask Matt Treit, 
SCRD Manager, Protective Services to discuss the urban interface with the 
surrounding forest lands and what we should consider doing in our community. 
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2. Speaker for AGM – The Directors decided to ask our MLA, Nicholas Simons, to 
speak at our AGM.  The meeting will be held either March 10 or 17.  Lorraine will 
investigate the availability. 

 

New Business: 

1.  SCRD Infrastructure Services Committee Nov. 21, 2019 – Peter, Greg and Geoff 
attended this very detailed meeting which discussed the various options for our 
future water supply.  The full agenda can be found here on the SCRD site:  https://
www.scrd.ca/agendas-2019  The company hired to prepare this report, Integrated 
Sustainability, has significant experience in the area of reservoirs having built 35 
reservoirs in BC in the last 10 years, 5 reservoirs in the last year.  The meeting was 
far too detailed to report here but some of the highlights were: 

- There were 4 sites evaluated, two of them higher sites and two lower 
sites located above the airport 

- One of the lower sites, site B, was chosen by staff as being the best 
site to investigate further.  The Board voted in favour of continuing the 
feasibility study which is needed to refine cost estimates and before 
grants can be applied for. 

- Site B is the most expensive site, estimated to be between $38 - $51M, 
but also has the potential for hydro generation and gravel revenue from 
initial excavation which could significantly reduce final costs.  This is 
one of the points of a further evaluation. 

- Groundwater was also discussed.  The Church Rd. well site is going 
ahead but will cost significantly more than originally estimated.  No 
other well sites are being considered but after some discussion a 
budget was approved for looking at the feasibility of a Gray Creek well 
site. 

2. Wish list meeting with DoS – On Nov.22 Mike, Geoff and Greg met with Sechelt’s 
CAO, CFO and Director of Engineering to discuss East Porpoise Bay’s wish list for 
2020.  Once again, we asked for a walking and biking trail from Burnett Rd. to the 
Provincial Park and improvement to the existing trail from Dusty Rd. to Burnett Rd.  
We also asked for rumble strips to control high speed traffic on Sechelt Inlet Rd., 
but they were quite negative on that.  We also asked for radar speed signs to be 
used on Sechelt Inlet Rd.  They thought they were too expensive though Geoff had 
some information indicating much lower costs.  Mike will follow up with the CAO on 
this proposal.  We also asked for improved speed signage and signage indication 
no passing in the turning lane on Sechelt Inlet Rd.  We also asked for more speed 
reporting to be carried out on Sechelt Inlet Rd.  We also brought up the issue of 
road subsidence on Marmot Rd. (once again).  The District did some repairs on 
Marmot Rd. about a week after our meeting, not a perfect job but somewhat better. 

3. Xmas donations – The Directors decided to donate $250 to the Elves Club and 
$250 to the Food Bank. 
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4. Road clean-up – To be carried out on Dec. 18 

Next Meeting:  The next regular Director’s meeting will be held at the home of Peter 
Wooding, 6409 Marmot Rd., Jan. 14, 1:30 pm 

Adjournment 3:30 pm


