
 

EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Jan. 14, 2019 
at the home of Peter Wooding 

In Attendance:  Greg Deacon, Mel Bollivar, Geoff White, Adam Shepherd, Mike Hoole, 
Peter Wooding, Lorraine Gallant, Bill MacKinnon and Marguerite Millar.  

Absent:  Michael Siddall 

Call to Order:  Mike Hoole called the meeting to order at 1:30 pm.  

Meeting with Matt Treit, SCRD Manager, Protective Services to discuss the urban 
interface with the surrounding forest lands and what we should consider doing in 
our community 

- Matt has been with the SCRD since August.  Before that he lived in Tumbler 
Ridge for 20 years where he was a volunteer fireman and then fire chief.  Before 
taking this position, he worked in Coldstream (near Vernon) for 3 years in 
protective preparedness. 

- Matt attended the meeting last summer on the Coast on fire preparedness (as 
did some of our Directors) and noted that most people at the meeting did not 
want any trees taken down or brush removed.  He said that this is a common 
theme of meetings around the province where fire preparedness is being 
discussed.  He said we need to look for some happy mid-ground. 

- He said as a first step the SCRD has applied for a provincial grant of $100,000 
for an assessment of what is needed to be done to enhance fire protection from 
Port Mellon to Egmont.  Matt noted that it is critical to have a professional plan 
drawn up before any work commences.  This process will likely take a year 
(assuming the grant application is successful). 

- Once a professional fire plan is in place the SCRD will put out Request for 
Proposals and apply for further grants from the UBCM.  In the best-case scenario 
work might be able to begin in 2021.  The SCRD must put in a certain 
percentage but the main money will come from the province.  Matt made it clear 
that without a professional plan in place there was little likelihood of any funding. 

- Matt told us that the SCRD has put in the budget to install a mass notification 
system, text or email. for natural disasters of any type.  This needs to be 
approved in the 2020 budget process. 

- Matt said that the percentage of fires caused by humans has declined in recent 
years as awareness has grown but is still there; lightning strikes are still a big 
factor. 

- Matt told us that he is also responsible for earthquake preparedness and any 



other natural disasters. 
- There are Firesmart brochures available and will be attached to these minutes 

and put on our website. 
- The Directors were very appreciative of Matt’s briefing and relieved to know that 

there is a plan in place to start dealing with what could be a very serious problem 
in the future as evidenced by the fires in California and Australia. 

Approval of Agenda:  Approval of the agenda was moved by Geoff, seconded by 
Peter. Carried. 

Approval of Minutes of Dec. 10, 2019:  It was moved by Mel and seconded by Bill that 
the minutes of the Dec. 10, 2019 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   

Finance Report: We have $1060.16 in the bank, $33.35 in petty cash, $27.35 in 
PayPal.  Mel will prepare a year-end financial report. 

Membership Report:  Membership to date is 123.  To date 12 members have signed 
up for 2020.  This is a reminder to members that now is the time to renew your 
membership.  Membership dues are $10.00 per adult resident or $20.00 per couple per 
year.  Please make cheques payable to East Porpoise Bay Community Association or 
EPBCA.  Mail to EPBCA, 6375 Marmot Rd., Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A4.  Please note that 
membership forms are available on our website at:  https://eastporpoise.com/join-us  
For your convenience you can also pay online, if desired, at this same site with PayPal. 

SCAF Report:   
Minutes for the Sechelt Community Associations forum can be found here: https://
sechelt.net/ 

Correspondence: 

- No correspondence this month 

Old Business: 

1. Inviting speakers to Directors meetings.  – Mike will invite councillor Janice 
Kuester to our next meeting 

2. AGM including speaker for AGM – Our AGM is planned to be held at 7 pm 
on Mar. 17 at the Seniors Centre.  Mike to invite our MLA, Nicholas 
Simons, to be our guest speaker 

3. Speeding on Sechelt Inlet Rd. – Geoff wrote Mayor Siegers on January 12 
to see if we could get some action on the speeding issue.  On Nov.22 
Mike, Geoff and Greg met with Sechelt’s CAO, CFO and Director of 
Engineering to discuss East Porpoise Bay’s wish list for 2020.  Speeding 
on Sechelt Inlet Rd. was one of the topics discussed.  At a minimum we 
would like to see improved signage and more monitoring of speeding but 
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to date the District has yet to take any action.  It’s a frustrating issue. 
4. Update on derelict vessels and Kontiki Rd. boat launch – Greg reported 

that the Harbour Committee has requested updates on these two topics 
from John Devison, Public Works Manager, but to date have received no 
response. 

5. Update on storage of kayaks, etc. at Edgewater – Lorraine reported that 
she had met with Jayme Anderson (Parks) and Andrew Allen (Planner) 
and that they had agreed on 4 sites where small craft could be stored 
during the summer months.  The District said that they would put some 
stakes in to delineate the areas in question.  Lorraine said that the Strata 
Council would register the strata’s members boats.  Lorraine reported that 
most of the boats have been removed for the winter. 

6. Update on Wade development (Wharf Ave. and Porpoise Bay Rd.) – Mike 
reported that the developer had been back to the Advisory Planning 
Commission with revised plans.  In brief, they are planning a building of 2 
– 5 stories, 40 units in total, 3000 sq. ft. commercial and underground 
parking.  The entrance will be off Sechelt Inlet Rd.  What they presented 
was a concept only, detailed plans to come later. 
 

New Business: 

1.  Update on Harbour Committee – Greg reported on a meeting that the Harbour 
Committee had with members of the Davis Bay Community Association on Dec. 15.  
The Davis Bay Community is upset over crab fishing on the dock.  Mayor Siegers 
made it clear that Sechelt does not have any jurisdiction over the dock (it is leased 
from the Province) or fishing regulations.  In my opinion, the real issue here is the 
lack of enforcement of DFO fishing regulations due to the lack of local DFO 
personnel since they closed the Madeira Park offices. However, Sechelt could 
lobby our new MP and the Minister of Fisheries to make some changes in this area, 
i.e. re-staff the Madeira Park office which I believe is still standing. This is not just 
Sechelt's issue (lack of DFO enforcement) but an issue for the whole lower coast.  
Perhaps the other governments on the lower coast, Gibsons and the SCRD could 
add their support?  Sechelt staff said that they would try to get improved signage 
regarding fishing regulation for the Davis Bay dock. 

2. The weather associated damage on the trail to the Burnett Park Waterfall – Peter 
reported that due to the poor weather the trail needs notable maintenance care 
possibly to the point of rebuilding in some sections.  Mike and Peter to investigate 
further. 

3. The large log/pole that was hung up on the spit since last Winter that is now 
beached just North of No Name Creek at Heron Rd. It has notable potential to 
become a serious navigational hazard during our increasingly recurrent Winter 
storms. It needs removing. – Peter and Mike to investigate it further to see what 
might be done 



4. Website fees – Adam reported that he had paid $71.22 for our website fees which 
need to be reimbursed to Mike. 

5. Road clean-up – To be carried out on in the coming week 

Next Meeting:  The next regular Director’s meeting will be held at the home of Lorraine 
Gallant, 5991 Beachgate Lane, Feb. 11, 1:30 pm 

Adjournment 3:15 pm


