
 

EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, BC.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director's Meeting held on ZOOM Mar. 9, 2021 

In Attendance:  Greg Deacon, Mel Bollivar, Mike Hoole, Peter Wooding, Marguerite 
Millar, Adam Shepherd, Lorraine Gallant, Mike Macartney and Geoff White. 

Absent: Russ Crum 

Call to Order:  Geoff called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm.   

Approval of Agenda:  Adam moved approval of the agenda and Mike Hoole seconded 
this. Carried. 

Approval of Minutes of Feb. 16, 2021: Lorraine moved and Adam seconded that the 
minutes of the Feb. 16, 2021 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   

Finance Report: We have $1360.76 in the bank and $33.35 in petty cash.  Members 
can pay their 2021 dues by merely doing an Interac to Mel Bollivar at 
epbca2021@gmail.com. This is a new option for payment of dues.  Membership dues 
are $10.00 per adult resident or $20.00 per couple per year.  Other payment options are 
still available. Please make cheques payable to East Porpoise Bay Community 
Association or EPBCA.  Mail to EPBCA, 6375 Marmot Rd., Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A4.  
Please note that membership forms are available on our website at:  https://
eastporpoise.com/join-us   

Membership Report:  Membership last year was 85.  To date, 55 members have 
signed up for 2021.   

Correspondence: 

a. On Feb. 16, Mayor Siegers replied to Geoff's query about whether the proposed 
plans for the works yard on Lot L have changed appreciably since they were first 
submiFed in 2017: "The final designs will not be much changed from 2017 except 
a smaller footprint.  Access will be off Dusty Road.  The building will be at the top 
and closer to Dusty Road." Shortly aQer our meeRng, it was announced that the 
AAP was approved and that the project will go ahead. 
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b. On Feb. 14, Greg asked Mayor Siegers the following quesRon: "I would like to 
know your posiRon on the Band being able to convert purchased lands within 
Sechelt to Band lands within five years according to the FoundaRon agreement.  
We think that this has the possibility of reducing Sechelt's already small tax base. 
Indeed, if that is to happen, there should be compensaRon from the provincial 
and perhaps federal governments.  MunicipaliRes shouldn't have to take on the 
enRre burden." On Feb. 16, Mayor Siegers replied: "Personally, I would prefer 
that the NaRon Land in Sechelt that is included in the FoundaRon Agreement and 
the former SSC lands stay as fee simple land in the District of Sechelt.  However, 
that is not our call.  I have had a conversaRon with the Chief NegoRator of the 
FoundaRon Agreement and he is suggesRng that we may want to have an 
agreement between the NaRon, the Province and the municipality to work 
through the land transiRon process.  This would allow us to have a voice at the 
table and the financial impact issue, among others, would then be part of the 
discussion.   Upon further quesRoning from Geoff on the details of the 
FoundaRon Agreement, Mayor Siegers replied: "The FoundaRon Agreement is 
between the Province and the shishalh NaRon.  We are not a signatory to the 
agreement.  Given we are not part of the agreement, it would have to be a 
separate agreement that we would make with the other two parRes to move 
anything forward together.  The Chief NegoRator works for the Province. I think 
the land transfer piece is a ways down the road yet.  The SIB haven't yet had the 
referendum on the purchase of the SSC ProperRes.  Their focus now is on parcel 
K which is the site beside the hospital.  Warren and I talk regularly so, when they 
turn their aFenRon to the land transfer, we can engage them in a conversaRon 
and include EPB." Geoff further replied to Mayor Siegers: "Thanks for the 
response. Yes, I understand that only the Province and SIB are signatories to the 
Agreement, but the content sRll brings all of us into the equaRon. I'm looking at 
page 6, paragraphs 3.4 to 3.7. From which I would hope that our exposure to and 
the impact of living immediately adjacent to the lands being transferred would 
be considered. To be honest, I am scepRcal as to how much the Band will 
consider the impact that expansion of the gravel pits will have on EPB. And a 
number of our members are similarly concerned. So, some dialogue with the 
Band would, possibly, alleviate those concerns. Perhaps you could include us in a 
Zoom meeRng with the Band at some point. How does the referendum play into 
their ownership of SSC? Mayor Siegers further replied: "I agree with your point 
about all of us being at the effect of the FoundaRon Agreement.  We do meet 
quarterly with the Province and the NaRon and get updates on the FoundaRon 
Agreement process.  SomeRme in the next month, I anRcipate DOS will be 
meeRng with the staff from the Ministry of Indigenous RelaRons and 
ReconciliaRon (MIRR) to discuss further.  Shishalh NaRon purchased SSC without 
first going to referendum on the purchase with their people.  Timing was too 



short to do that prior.  However, before they can proceed with anything to do 
with the land, adding it to their current federal holdings, or planning for 
development, the referendum with their members needs to be held to validate 
the purchase.  I don't know what would happen if the membership doesn't 
validate it.  Good quesRon." This exchange clarifies the situaRon significantly. 

c. On Feb. 17, Geoff wrote to the leaders of Sechelt's other Community 
AssociaRons: "The East Porpoise Bay Community AssociaRon is happy to 
parRcipate in rejuvenaRng SCAF along with, hopefully, all other AssociaRons. We 
agree that a collaboraRve approach to dealing with a variety of issues in the DoS 
should be beneficial to our needs and also provide valued input to our elected 
officials. Adam Shepherd and Marguerite Millar will be our representaRves to 
SCAF. 

d. On Feb. 17, we received a leFer from our MP Weiler regarding recent funding 
recipients for the Abandoned Boats Program and a reminder to apply for the 
2020-2021 applicaRon intake. We heard from Mayor Siegers that: "I've already 
followed up with staff to ensure we are aware of the intake date for the next 
round of funding." 

e. On Feb. 22, Geoff wrote the following to the Mayor, Council and the Engineering 
Department: "The Directors of East Porpoise Bay Community AssociaRon have 
recently idenRfied two locaRons of serious concern within our neighbourhood. 
Both of them have been slowly deterioraRng over the past year or more and in 
order to avoid any potenRal injuries we think some immediate aFenRon be given 
by DoS. 1) The Beach Access # 6193 at Yew Rd and Sechelt Inlet Rd. is in a risky 
and terrible condiRon. Swampy areas, dangerous tree roots, makeshiQ 
boardwalks and debris all pose a liability problem. The DoS should consider 
puing down a layer of crush stone to even out the path, addiRonal wood bridge 
structure over swampy secRons and clearing brush at the Inlet end of the path. 
This Beach Access requires immediate repair or should be temporarily closed. We 
hesitate to recommend closure in that it might become a permanent soluRon, 
thereby seing a very much unwanted precedent. The Beach Access's are a 
wonderful compliment to our waterfront areas and should always be properly 
maintained. 2) The point at which Irgens Creek passes under Sechelt Inlet Rd at 
Boxwood Rd is an accident waiRng to happen. The creek is 12' below the 
crumbling road surface that drops off immediately at the road's edge. No 
shoulder whatsoever and liFle room for error at this point of the busy 
thoroughfare. We request that Engineering staff and a Councillor visit both of 
these locaRons for their consideraRon of the necessary repair as soon as 
possible. We look forward to your response." On Mar. 5, we received the 
following response from Kerrianne Poulsen: "I was planning to forward the leFer 
to Council, along with a response/comments from staff, but I wanted to double-



check with you that you would sRll like me to do that aQer you review the staff 
comments below. Please let me know.  

Beach Access at 6193 Yew & Sechelt Inlet Rd  

The Parks Department has started work to resurface parts of this trail with wood 
chips or mulch. Our Parks Manager menRoned that crusher dust tends to sink 
into the soQ areas over Rme and doesn't last as well as wood chips and mulch. 
He noted that there is not much we can do about the tree roots except to cover 
them with mulch/chips but will be removing the boards (which were not leQ by 
DOS staff) once a safer system is in place.    

Beach Accesses are considered rougher pathways and the expectaRon is that 
they allow for access to the water and are not perfectly level or completely dry in 
winter. The Parks Manager does not recommend closing this beach access at this 
Rme.  The department is short staffed right now, but ideally, they would like to 
build a deck to bridge a difficult spot like this. It's on the list!  

Irgens Creek culvert under Sechelt Inlet Rd  

Public Works has confirmed this secRon on their list for assessment for pavement 
patching this year and will be scheduling the work once the 2021 operaRng 
budget is confirmed and the weather is suitable. We don't currently have any 
plans in place for widening this secRon of road and I didn't see it on the list of 
requests from the EPBCA last fall. If the community associaRon would like to ask 
that it be added, I can do that when I forward your message to Council with the 
staff comments. Please advise." Geoff said that he would follow up with 
Kerrianne to see if the road could actually be widened and not just patched as 
we believe this site to be a potenRal severe accident hazard.  

f. On March 1, we received the following leFer from our MP Patrick Weiler 
regarding the follow-up to the Feb. 9 meeRng on derelict boats in Porpoise Bay: 
"Thank you for your recent correspondence. First, I want to apologize for the 
delay in responding and acknowledge your comment about not following up with 
minutes aQer our meeRng of February 9th. Please know that we were planning 
on doing so, but we're taking the Rme to gather addiRonal informaRon that 
would help facilitate an ongoing dialogue and provide opRons for those who 
parRcipated to move forward and find a soluRon to this criRcal issue in Porpoise 
Bay. Saying this, we noted the following highlights and acRon points from our 
meeRng: 1. Moorage Sweep of Porpoise Bay. • As discussed in our meeRng, this 
has been noted as a priority. When COVID travel restricRons are liQed, this will be 
arranged and I will ensure that I stay on top of this progress and update the 
group as more details become available. 2. Further funding needs to be available 
for the removal of boats. • On February 16, the Minister of Transport, 



Honourable Omar Alghabra, announced the most recent iniRaRves to receive 
funding for the assessment, removal and disposal of abandoned boats in 
Canadian Waters. Under the Abandoned Boats Program (ABP), $1,692,079 is 
being provided to assess 44 boat removal projects in BriRsh Columbia and 
Newfoundland and Labrador and to remove 51 abandoned boats in BriRsh 
Columbia and Nova ScoRa. • The details of the recipients for assessments are 
included in the aFached leFer and although the Sunshine Coast was not a part of 
this group of recipients, it is very important to note that the next intake for 
assessments and removals are usually launched in July, and our office will be 
reaching out when those details are available. 3. We need to advocate for a 
Harbour Authority as a long-term enforcement soluRon. • I have reached out to 
DFO about the process of seing up a new Harbour Authority and will provide 
those details as soon as they become available. As a start, I am copying some 
potenRally helpful resources that provide further informaRon for future dialogue. 
• SCH Program: hFps://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/sch-ppb/aboutsch-aproposppb/
index-eng.html • Harbour AuthoriRes: hFps://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/sch-ppb/
aboutha-aproposap/informaRoneng.html …2/-2- • Tools for Harbour AuthoriRes: 
hFps://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/sch-ppb/toolboxboiteaouRls/index-eng.html 4. As an 
immediate soluRon, further clarify jurisdicRons and post this informaRon on the 
wharf where it is visible for people to see. This would include who to call if there 
are concerns. • I support this idea and encourage this group to discuss this 
further. 5. Flag the Aboriginal Guardian Program aQer budget as a possible 
resource. • The Indigenous Guardians Program is a program run by Environment 
and Climate Change Canada and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (two 
separate but similar). It is not currently open to applicaRons because it doesn't 
have funding, but it could be in the budget. I will monitor this in the budget 
process as a possible resource going forward. 6. Recycling of old boats. • In 
addiRon to the ABP, Transport Canada did parRcipate in the InnovaRve SoluRons 
Canada program in 2019 and helped fund a recycling research project: hFps://
www.newswire.ca/news-releases/government-of-canada-invests-in-soluRons-
torecycle-fibreglass-844213821.html. • Under the ABP, though, there is also the 
"research" stream that Transport Canada has funded two research projects on 
boat recycling. I recognize this is a very frustraRng issue for all involved, including 
myself, and for the Sunshine Coast community. It is an issue that has been 
around for two decades, but I feel we are making some progress, starRng with 
the passing of Bill C-64 and the increased investment in the Abandoned Boats 
Program. I appreciate the commitment, passion and leadership of this group and 
I look forward to conRnuing to working together on ongoing soluRons. Sincerely, 
Patrick Weiler, MP West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky Country cc: 
Nicholas Simons, MLA." 



g. On Mar. 3, we received a summary of grant applicaRons for the District of Sechelt 
from Lynne Forrest. It is posiRve that the District is applying for and receiving so 
many grants. 

 

h) On Mar. 3, Greg sent an email to the membership informing them of a video on 
abandoned boats in BC that Director Michael Macartney had discovered. 

i) Director Michael Macartney requested informaRon on the proposed BurneF 
Road pathway.  He received the following answer for Kirn Dillon, Director of 
Engineering: "Thank you for your email expressing interest in the pathway along 
BurneF Road. The pathway was included in a grant applicaRon request to the 
Province. The submission was based on high-level conceptual concepts. 
Preliminary and detailed design would occur only if our grant applicaRon is 
approved. The Province has not indicated its Rmeline for approval, but rest 
assured, we will circle back with stakeholders such as yourself, if we are approved 
for this project. Stakeholders will be engaged during the preliminary design 
process. So, in summary, the exact locaRon and final design for the pathway is 
not yet available. Conceptually, I did provide some informaRon at the January 20, 
2021, Regular Council MeeRng. My presentaRon can be viewed here: 
 
hFps://youtu.be/XryUKStDxTY?t=2112" The YouTube presentaRon is highly 
informaRve. We are fortunate to have Kirn Dillon as our new Director of 
Engineering. 

j) On Mar. 5, Geoff received the following from Kerianne Poulsen (District of 
Sechelt) regarding the proposed development on Lot L: "I've confirmed with our 
planning department that the decision to issue new referrals on form & character 
for the new building would be at the discreRon of Council (subject to the results 
of the AAP process, of course). Once the results of the AAP are finalized and 

Grants applications submitted but not yet approved Amount Status Construction status
Grant 

Funding
Municipal 
Funding

Investing in Canada infrastructure - COVID Resiliance 3,313,000     Application stage 100% 0%
Tourism Dependent Communities 1,000,000     Not Awarded 100% 0%
Wakefield Lift Station 870,550        Not Awarded 73% 27%
Northern and Rural Communities Infrastructure Grant 3,892,956     Not Awarded 90% 10%
Newspaces grant Daycare 2,737,429     Not Awarded 100% 0%
Boulevard redesign - Investing in Canada Infrastructure 600,538        Not Awarded 73% 27%

12,414,473   

Grants applications submitted and approved Amount Status Construction status
Grant 

Funding
Municipal 
Funding

Wharf Street - Cowrie  Dolphin 685,074        Awarded Not started 95% 5%
Heritage Grant - Rockwood Lodge 234,600        Awarded Not started 100% 0%
COVID Grant 2,560,000     Awarded Not started 100% 0%
Heritage Grant - Rockwood Lodge 234,600        Awarded Not started 100% 0%
BC Infrastructure Planning Grant Biosolids 15,000          Awarded In progress 66% 33%
Bike Lanes - Reef Rd, Shoal wa, Lighthouse Avenue 693,488        Awarded In Progress 78% 22%
Air Acces grant Phase 2 - Airport upgrade 1,387,460     Awarded Not started 75% 25%
Air Acces grant Phase 1 - Airport Upgrade 1,797,477     Awarded Not started 75% 25%
Hacket Park Bandshell 253,000        Awarded Not started 73% 27%
Planning Grant Water conservation 15,000          Awarded Not started 50% 50%
Reclaimed Water Feasibility Study 40,000          Awarded Not started 66% 34%

7,915,699         

Grand Total 20,330,172      

https://youtu.be/XryUKStDxTY?t=2112


released in a report at the March 17 Regular Council meeRng with these results, 
we will know if the design work for the new building will be able to begin. 
Looking at the proposal from Caerus ConstrucRon on the RFP, the general layout 
and funcRon is fairly similar to the 2017 proposals. The exterior looks a liFle 
different from the Caerus proposal, but sRll in the 'west coast' style with sloped 
roofs and standard colours. I would suggest that if the EPBCA wants to request 
that they receive a new referral for the Ops Building on Lot L, you should send a 
leFer to Council following the announcement at the March 17 meeRng." 

k) Geoff requested informaRon from the District of Sechelt regarding the 
populaRon demographics of East Porpoise Bay.  On Mar. 5, Kerrianne Poulsen 
responded with the following: "Apologies for the delay on this request. We don't 
have informaRon on populaRon demographics, but I have been able to confirm 
the following based on the geographic locaRon shown on the aFached map for 
the East Porpoise Bay Community AssociaRon: 

• Number of folios: 391 

• Total property values (2020 BC Assessments): approx. $216 million 

o Does not include DOS properRes or crown land 

• These numbers include all property classes:  

o Approximately 35 industrial and light industrial properRes 

o Approximately 307 residenRal properRes 

o Approximately 49 properRes on crown land 

  My finance team says it would be possible to generate a report that 
would show total tax revenue for each of the property classes within the 
EPBCA, but this would take some Rme. They are preparing for the annual 
year end audit now, along with 2021 budgeRng and would fit this in as 
prioriRes allow. Please let me know if the community associaRon is 
interested in this level of detail." Adam will post the reported informaRon 
to our website. 

l) On Mar. 8, Greg sent out informaRon to the members on COVID vaccinaRons and 
a ProtecRve Services Survey being carried out by the District of Sechelt. 

m) On Mar. 9, Greg sent out informaRon to the members on an invitaRon from the 
District of Sechelt to learn about sea-level rise in our community 

Old Business: 



a. Lot L – As menRoned earlier, the AAP passed, and the project will 
proceed. 

b. FoundaRon Agreement – The Directors agreed to keep in contact with 
Mayor Siegers on further discussions with the Province and the Band. 

New Business: 

a. District of Sechelt BurneF Road pathway proposal – this proposed project 
depends on funding being granted.  Should funding be approved, the Directors 
can comment on the details of the project. 

b. Website review update – Greg to change derelict boat secRon. Peter to revise the 
air quality secRon. Everyone should look at the amended website and see what's 
need for comment at the next meeRng. Adam will look at SCRD maps to see what 
might be helpful. 

c. Two hazards along our road clean-up route – Geoff to follow up with Kerrianne to 
see if more extensive repairs might be completed at the Irgens Creek drop-off 
due to the serious hazard. 

d. New logo – The Directors agreed to use the new logo 

e. Changes to the brochure - The Directors reviewed the brochure and Lorraine will 
make the changes. 

f. PopulaRon demographics report – The Directors agreed that the informaRon was 
helpful, nothing further was required and the data should be posted to the 
website. 

h. District of Sechelt grant applicaRons – The Directors agreed that it is posiRve that 
the District is applying for and receiving so many grants. 

g. LeFer by Mike to Mayor and Council re Residence SW corner of Yew and 
Stockwell Roads – The Directors agreed that the draQ leFer proposed by Mike 
Hoole should be sent to Mayor and Council regarding this disgraceful situaRon. 

h. Geoff to contact Leigh for a possible tour of the newly cleared area to find out if 
the mine is being expanded 

i. Road clean up – Clean up to carried out the week following the meeRng.  
Lorraine moved that Peter purchase improved sRcks and vests for the road clean-
up crew.  Mel seconded. Carried. 



Next Meeting:  The next ZOOM meeting is to be held on April 13, 1 pm. 

Adjournment – 2:26 pm


