
 

EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on ZOOM Nov. 3, 2020 

In Attendance:  Greg Deacon, Mel Bollivar, Mike Hoole, Peter Wooding, Marguerite 
Millar, Adam Shepherd, Michael Siddall and Geoff White. 

Absent:  Bill MacKinnon was not present but has stepped down as a Director 

Call to Order:  Mike Hoole called the meeting to order at 11:10 am.  There was some 
concern expressed over the 40-minute time limit with the free version of ZOOM.  Adam 
thought he could work it out. 

Approval of Agenda:  A possible subscription to ZOOM was added to the Agenda.  
Approval of the agenda was moved by Geoff, seconded by Peter. Carried. 

Approval of Minutes of Sept. 3, 2020:  It was moved by Lorraine and seconded by 
Mel that the minutes of the Sept. 3, 2020 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   

Finance Report: We have $1207.87 in the bank, $33.35 in petty cash, $159.99 in 
PayPal.   

Membership Report:  Membership last year was 123.  To date 71 members have 
signed up for 2020.  This is a reminder to members that now is the time to renew your 
membership.  Membership dues are $10.00 per adult resident or $20.00 per couple per 
year.  Please make cheques payable to East Porpoise Bay Community Association or 
EPBCA.  Mail to EPBCA, 6375 Marmot Rd., Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A4.  Please note that 
membership forms are available on our website at:  https://eastporpoise.com/join-us  
For your convenience you can also pay online, if desired, at this same site with PayPal. 

SCAF Report:  Due to COVID there have been no meeting.  There is no longer a SCAF 
website.  It is possible SCAF may be ending. 

Correspondence: 

1. On Sept. 14 Greg sent the following message to the membership:  “Louis 
Legal, one of our members, and President of the Clean Air Society has 
forwarded a link where you can find readings for the air quality monitors 
on the Sunshine Coast.  If you click on 154 in East Porpoise Bay, you can 
see a record of this year’s readings for East Porpoise Bay.  If you click on 
current values and select Sunshine Coast you can see readings for today 
for all the individual monitors on the Sunshine Coast.  154 is a very high 

https://eastporpoise.com/join-us


reading and requires that you take caution.”  https://scairquality.ca/ 

2. On Sept. 15 our President, Michael Hoole, sent the following email to our 
Mayor:  Madam Mayor,  

The issue of short-term rentals is currently getting a lot of attention.  In 
East Porpoise Bay we are aware of 4 residences which are not occupied 
by owners and which are a source of concern to our members.  We 
wonder if the owners of these residences are complying with the current 
bylaw requirements in respect to licensing, security deposits, local 
contacts, etc.  The residences in question are located at: 
6219 Sechelt Inlet Rd. 
6406 Marmot Road 
6403 Marmot Road 
6389 Marmot Road 
 
As you know we have written to council on a number of occasions over 
the past few years outlining our recommendations for bylaws to deal with 
short term rentals. Regrettably, we have not seen changes in the bylaws 
that improve the situation.  There is a serious erosion of ‘community‘ due 
to the behaviour of not only the guests but also the owners of some of 
these properties.  We would like to have a short meeting with you to 
discuss the current situation and to express our belief that the present 
idea to include this matter in the zoning bylaw will merely delay dealing 
with this issue again. 
Please let me know when you would be able to meet with a few of the 
members of our executive.”  The Mayor responded immediately to arrange 
a meeting 

3. On Sept. 16 one of members, Lydia Watson, sent the following email to 
the Mayor regarding short term rentals in Sechelt: “Hi Darnelda,  

I hope you are staying safe and well. I thought it was important that I wrote 
to you directly about my concerns with STR's. For context, I live on 
Marmot road, two doors down from the three STR's on this street. Many of 
our neighbours have befriended the owners of these rentals over the last 
three years.  We have all tried to work together to make this situation 
work.  I can also say that we embraced them at the beginning, as we felt 
that having new people come once in a while added some vibrancy to the 
neighbourhood. Unfortunately, that has all changed dramatically and every 
letter you have read that describes the anxiety and stress that we have all 
felt as a result of this is correct.  I have tried to work with owners, but the 
reality is that when they are not on sight, there seems to be a lack of 
understanding about the situation. The result often makes us feel worse. I 
do hope that we can come to a resolution Darnelda, as I fear that our 
small and special neighborhoods are at risk of becoming eroded in the 
future. I look forward to further consultation on this topic. 

4. On Sept. 25, we received a letter from John Henderson, one of our 
members, regarding the position of the Sechelt & District Chamber of 
Commerce on short term rentals. 

https://scairquality.ca/


5. On Oct. 4 Mike Hoole wrote to Mayor Siegers and Councillor McLean 
after the meeting regarding short term rentals: “Thank you for taking the 
time to meet with us on Wednesday afternoon.  As we explained we are 
concerned about the negative impact STRs are having on our 
community, especially those where the owners are not in residence on 
the property.  

   them again as we have repeatedly done. 
6. On Oct. 13 we received an email from the District of Sechelt asking for 

the East Porpoise Bay’s wish list for projects for 2021. After consultation 
with the Directors Greg sent the following to the District on Oct. 23: 

“Dear Director of Financial Services, David Douglas, Director of Planning 
and Development, Andrew Allen and Chief Administrative Officer, Andrew 
Yeates 
Basically, our wish list for 2021 is the same as the one we submitted for 
2020.   

1. Our main issue is still the excessive speeding on Sechelt Inlet Rd.  
a. Last year we asked for additional speed enforcement and a return of the 

traffic monitoring strips that record speed and other pertinent data.  Speed 
recording via speed reporting strips was carried out by the District in the 
first half of 2020.  We had agreed with Sanath Bandera that we would 
collect license plate numbers, date and times of vehicles that appeared to 
be exceeding the speed limit and the understanding with Sanath was that 
our data and the results of the recorded speeds would be compared and 
then forwarded to the RCMP.  We had spoken with the Commanding 
Officer of the detachment and although she could not take any 
enforcement steps to the extent possible, she would attempt to make 
people aware of their excessive speed.   However, our Association has not 
heard anything and has not receive a copy of the results.  The RCMP did 
do a few days of speed checking with radar units with good results.  We 
were appreciative of their attention and feel more of this type of monitoring 
would be helpful. 
b. We also asked for radar speed signs which could be used anywhere 
throughout the District.  Many municipalities have these.  We were told 
these were too expensive ($25,000) but cheaper models are available.  
We would like you to re-visit this idea. 
c. We also asked for improved speed signage and signage indicating no 

passing in the turning lane on Sechelt Inlet Rd.  Many people seem to 
think the centre lane on the freeway section of Sechelt Inlet Rd.is 
intended for passing and our Directors have observed this dangerous 
activity weekly.  While some might argue no one pays any attention to 
signage, it is relatively cheap to do and, in our opinion, better than 
doing nothing. 

d. Last year we also asked for installation of large on-pavement 
(thermoplastic) speed indicators with progressive warning lines and are 
repeating this request.  In addition, Our President, Mike Hoole, has 
also observed in other communities traffic calming bumps intended for 
areas with speed limits of 50 km/hr.  Examples of these are found in 
Delta, Surrey, West and North Vancouver.  Perhaps the District could 
investigate this further? 



2. Once again, we ask for a walking and biking trail from Burnett Rd. to the 
Provincial Park to address safety concerns on this stretch of the road.  Last year 
we also asked for an improvement of the existing trail from Dusty Rd. to Burnett 
Rd.  We are repeating this request. 

7. On Oct. 17 Greg wrote the membership asking them to participate in the 
District’s survey on short term rentals. 

8. On Oct. 26 Mike Hoole wrote Sanath Bandera, District of Sechelt, to ask 
about the results of your traffic monitoring on Sechelt Inlet Rd.  Mike 
asked for an update on the results and what steps the DoS is going to 
take to deal with this ongoing problem. 

9. On Nov. 3 member John Henderson forwarded his thought on the Short-
Term Rental Issue: 

“I see the issue as being first and foremost a need for effective and 
proactive Enforcement.  This includes appropriate licensing, proactive 
monitoring and, as needed, immediate intervention by trained enforcement 
professionals. 
  
Equally, I see the effort to eliminate STRs as unnecessary, unproductive 
and inevitably doomed to fail.   I believe the great majority of STR 
operators provide a service that is welcomed by their guests and 
neighbours alike.   But we don’t hear about them – only those causing 
trouble.   And we can debate the magnitude of the economic benefit to our 
community from having visitors however there is no denying such do 
contribute to the economic wellbeing of our community.    On the negative 
side, my concern is that efforts to eliminate or restrict STRs will, I believe, 
just drive those operators underground and the problems will continue.   

  
I think what’s needed can be summarized in two words – Identification and 
Enforcement.   All home-based businesses, including STRs, need to be 
clearly “Identified” (with business licenses and fees charged to cover the 
costs of effective monitoring by the local authorities.)  Further, where 
problems arise Enforcement must be immediate and effective.   
  
This raises another point – I believe most of the problems that arise with 
home-based businesses relate to noise.  If I run, say, a computer repair 
business out of my basement, no one hears anything and unless I have a 
constant flood of cars coming and going, I don’t think anyone will be 
impacted.  But if I run a business that generates lots of noise – say I’m a 
woodworker with noisy saws or a hairstylist with cars coming and going – 
that’s unacceptable.   It gets particularly complicated however – what if I 
am a piano teacher and, in the summer, have my windows open so my 
neighbours hear my (bad!) students playing.  Is this fair to those 
neighbours? 
  
I really think noise needs to be the focus of everyone’s efforts – whether 
for STRs or any other home-based business.  We need to find ways to 
manage the noise to ensure such does not disrupt our quite enjoyment of 
our homes while also supporting our creative and industrious efforts. 



  
My view is this can be effectively managed – but it requires a coordinated 
and proactive effort by the District of Sechelt.”   
  
Please keep in mind the above are my personal views.   

Old Business: 

1. Speeding on Sechelt Inlet Rd. – Mike reported he has received no 
response to his query to Sanath Bandera regarding the results of 
speeding monitoring on Sechelt Inlet Rd. This lack of response from 
District staff seems to be all too common. 

2. Update on Harbour Committee and Derelict Boats – On Oct. 13, a ZOOM 
meeting was held to discuss establish a Harbour authority for Sechelt.  
The attendees were:  Warren Paull, Sid Quinn, Darnelda Siegers, Eric 
Scott, Angelia Darnbrough, Greg Deacon, Amy White, Ken White, Peter 
Wooding (Peter was not able to attend), Patrick Weiler, Lucie McKiernan.  
There was general agreement among the attendees of the need for 
establishing a harbour authority.  There was recognition that the problem 
is not only derelict boats but a growing anchored population that is 
discharging sewage into the bay.  Mayor Siegers expressed a concern on 
funding for establishing a harbour authority.  Our MP, Patrick Weiler, said 
that he thought he could help with funding.  The head of Sechelt’s 
Harbour Committee, Eric Scott, said that he had received a case number 
for provincial authorities for establishing a harbour authority.  The natives 
are working on establishing a Guardian program which might help with 
enforcement. Angelia expressed concern about sewage discharge into 
the bay from increasing numbers of anchored boats.  Greg approached 
Vancouver Coastal Health and they will add a coliform testing site at 
MacKenzies Marina next spring when they commence coliform sampling. 

3. Short Term Rentals – The Directors decided to take this up at the next 
meeting in interests of time 

New Business: 

1. AGM – Due to ongoing COVID situation the Directors agreed a face to 
face meeting is not feasible.  All agreed a ZOOM meeting might work.  
Mike to investigate how much notice to the membership is required.  



There was agreement to take out a paid ZOOM subscription for one year 
so that we could accommodate a larger group for a longer time. Only 
2020 paid up members will receive the ZOOM link to the Annual General 
Meeting. 

2. Salish Soils – Peter thought that we should send a letter to Salish Soils 
commending them for their good efforts in the recycling business.  Other 
Directors commented that there are still some composting smells from 
time to time.  Greg to contact Aaron to when the composting operation 
might be moved. 

3. Residence at the SW corner of Yew and Stockwell being used as a 
storage yard – The directors feel a letter should be sent to bylaw 
regarding unsightly premises 

4. Election of Officers – Mike Hoole will step down as President.  Geoff 
White has agreed to assume the role of President while Adam Shepherd 
will become Vice-President. Greg Deacon will stay on as Secretary.  Mel 
Bolliver will stay on as Treasurer and Membership.  Michael Siddall and 
Bill MacKinnon will step down as Directors.  Our thanks to them for their 
years of service and valuable contributions. There are now 2 vacancies 
on the Board. There was agreement that we could use some younger 
Directors. 

5. Road Clean up – To be determined 

Next Meeting:  The next ZOOM Directors meeting to be held Nov. 17, 11 am.  The 
proposed Annual General Meeting ZOOM meeting to be held Dec. 8, 7 pm 

Adjournment 1:10 pm


