
 

EAST PORPOISE BAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
6375 Marmot Road, Sechelt, B.C.  V0N 3A4 

Minutes of the Director’s Meeting held on Sept. 10, 2019 
at the home of Mike Hoole 

In Attendance:  Greg Deacon, Mike Hoole, Mel Bollivar, Geoff White, Peter Wooding, 
Adam Shepherd, Marguerite Millar, Lorraine Gallant, Bill MacKinnon and Michael 
Siddall.  

Absent:  None 

Call to Order:  Mike Hoole called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.  

Approval of Agenda:  Geoff asked to add the future DoS planning/zoning of EPB to 
New Business.  Approval of the agenda was moved by Geoff, seconded by Peter.  
Carried. 

Approval of Minutes of June 25, 2019:  It was moved by Lorraine and seconded by 
Bill that the minutes of the June 25, 2019 meeting be approved as circulated. Carried.   

Finance Report: We have $1580.46 in the bank, $33.35 in petty cash, $27.35 in 
PayPal 

Membership Report:  Membership to date is 118.   

SCAF Report:  There has not been a meeting since July 16. The capacity of the 
sewage treatment plant was raised by Linda Williams, Tuwanek at that meeting.  
Councillor Alton Toth told us at our June meeting that to the best of his knowledge the 
current capacity or the Water Resource Centre was 45%. Fire preparedness was also 
raised at the July 16 meeting.  Minutes for the Sechelt Community Associations forum 
can be found here: https://sechelt.net/ 

Correspondence: 

1. On July 3 Greg Deacon wrote to the DoS regarding installation of 
thermoplastic road calming markers as promised by Sechelt Engineering.  
Serge Fretland, Engineering Technologist, wrote back to say 
“Unfortunately the quotes we received at this time for the thermoplastic 
speed markings on the roadway were extremely high, with 4 of them 
requiring the majority of this year’s road marking budget. As such, we 
have delayed those markings and are looking for other ways to safely 

https://sechelt.net/


control speed in this roadway.”  Following up on Aug. 26 Mike Hoole 
wrote Sanath Bandera, Manager of Sechelt Engineering, and said “I am 
just following up on our discussion last June concerning the application of 
the speed limit warnings on the pavement to Sechelt inlet Rd.  You 
indicated to me that the costs were more than you expected but that you 
would be only proceeding with one application for this year and then do 
other in future years.  The first was to be on the side heading out of town 
after Dusty Rd.  Can you please let me know when this work will be 
done?”.  No response to date. 

2. On July 15 Mike Hoole reported that “I had a meeting with the Sechelt 
Fire Chief on Friday to discuss developing a community program to be 
prepared for a major wildfire.  He has given me a couple of booklets to 
look at and has suggested that we meet with the new SCRD Emergency 
Coordinator after he starts in August.”    

3. On Aug. 28 Mike MacArtney received the following from Darwyn Kutney, 
Director of Sechelt Engineering, regarding the state of Marmot Rd.: 
“Good afternoon Mr. Marcartney, I hope all is well. Regarding your 
question about the two Marmot Road depressions. These depressions 
are caused by subsurface deterioration created by placing road material 
over organics such as vegetation or woody debris. Over time this debris 
rots and compresses causing depressions in the road surface. The 
District has several roads that are experiencing the same type of 
problem.   In the past asphalt was used to fill in this type of depression in 
hopes of providing a temporary repair, however over time the depression 
will reappear. To properly repair the area an excavation is required, and 
the woody material removed and replaced with proper compacted fill then 
resurfaced with asphalt.  Marmot Road was slated for repair this year, 
however due to a budget overrun when tendering this project will not be 
completed this year but will be put into the 2020 paving program for 
consideration. The remaining paving budget will be used to repair Sechelt 
Inlet Road. “ 

4. On Aug. 28 residents of the Edgewater development received letters from 
Sechelt Bylaw directing them to remove all watercraft from the shoreline 
by Sept. 30 or face seizure.  Much correspondence followed. 

5. On Sept. 9 Linda Buckingham sent a letter to the Directors outlining her 
experience with traffic on Sechelt Inlet Rd. and her interactions with 
Sechelt’s Engineering Dept.  As a result of the issues with speeding and 
signage on Sechelt Inlet the Directors have decided to write a letter to 
Mayor and council on these issues.  Greg and Mike Hoole will prepare a 
draft.  We would like to see some action. 



Old Business: 

1. Inviting speakers to Directors meetings – It was decided to check on the 
availability of Councillor Eric Scott for October’s meeting and Andrew Allen, 
Sechelt’s Planner, for November’s meeting. 

2. Speed limit signage issue on Sechelt Inlet, Burnett and Marmot Rds.  30 km 
speed signs have appeared on Burnett and Marmot Rds.  No one knows if they 
are Sechelt signs, but they appear authentic.  Mel will check it out. 

3. Speed control on Sechelt Inlet Rd – covered in correspondence above 

4. Current state of derelict boats – Greg to check with Dianne Sanford, Salish Sea 
Nearshore Habitat Recovery Project, on whether more debris has been removed 
from the seabed in Porpoise Bay as originally planned. 

5. Recap on Picnic – Total expenditure was up (approx. $475) but we also received 
a grant from the Sunshine Coast Credit Union, so things worked out.  55 people 
attended including 8 guests. Mel and Carol’s input at the picnic was missed.  
Good to have him (them) back.  Mel will try to reserve the same space for July 
18, 2020. 

New Business: 

1.  Boundaries for EPBCA update – Mike had checked on the District website and 
found no changes but will re-check 

2. Fire preparedness – Mike Hoole wrote Matt Treit, the SCRD’s new Emergency 
Coordinator, inquiring about a possible meeting.  Possibly he would be a good 
candidate for speaker at the AGM. 

3. List of questions from Martyn Wilson (SCAF meeting) – Mike will send out the list 
shortly. 

4. District of Sechelt Harbour Development and Expansion Select Committee first 
meeting – Greg reported that the meeting was attended by Mayor Siegers and 
Councillors Eric Scott and Alton Toth.  The members from the public were Greg 
Deacon, Dennis Olson and Graham Moore.  Some of the items discussed were the 
failure of the government dock black waste pump failure, the provincial government 
marine debris protection program, the Trail Bay pier and mooring ball maintenance, 
the proposed Transport Canada water aerodrome program, public access for small 
water craft to Porpoise Bay and the government wharf divestiture.  Some of the 
action items are Greg to provide committee members with information on past 
discussions on what “Working Waterfront” means and what other communities 
have done regarding bylaws for harbour management.  Staff are being asked to 
look at how the beach access on Kontiki Rd. could be improved and to give 
updates on the status of the government dock maintenance and pump out repair. 



5. Sunshine Coast Conservation Association report – Marguerite Millar was asked by 
Mike Hoole to provide the Directors with a report on this Association to give us 
some idea whether we should take out a membership as we have done in previous 
years.  Marguerite’s very comprehensive report is attached to the minutes.  After 
discussion it was decided to not join the Association but rather to donate.  However, 
the motion to donate was narrowly defeated. 

6. Edgewater watercraft issue with Sechelt Bylaw – Lorraine reported that bylaw, 
parks and planning were involved in issuing a notice to Edgewater that all 
watercraft would have to removed from the foreshore by Sept. 30.  There is huge 
opposition to this position.  Greg Deacon contacted Front Counter BC and found 
that Sechelt does not at this time have an agreement with the province regarding 
this land, but they have made an application.  Russ Crum engaged Andrew Allen, 
Sechelt Planner, on where Sechelt stands with this issue.  Mayor Siegers wrote to 
say that Sechelt was open to receiving suggestions from Edgewater on how to 
manage this situation.  Accordingly, Lorraine Gallant, Edgewater strata President 
called a meeting and came up with a plan which will be ratified by their members 
before sending on to the District.  Our Association offered to write a letter of support 
as all Directors believe it is outrageous for the District to not allow boats on the 
Edgewater waterfront considering this not being enforced anywhere else in the 
District. 

7. New development on Band lands – This item came up to the clearing of Band lands 
though later it was revealed to be due to the presence of homeless people that the 
area was cleared.  It was felt that the danger from open fires was just too great. 

8. Zoning for East Porpoise Bay – Geoff suggested that we need to be proactive 
in looking at what our Association would like to see in the planning/zoning for the 
future of EPB.  Input is needed from East Porpoise Bay on planned changes to 
zoning in our area.  Mike moved and Bill seconded that a sub-committee be formed 
to come up with proposals.  Geoff, Mike, Greg, Adam and Peter will be on the initial 
sub-committee. 

9. Road clean-up – To be carried out on Sept. 11 

Next Meeting:  The next regular Director’s meeting will be held at the home of Lorraine  
Gallant, 5991 Beachgate Lane, Oct. 8, 1:30 pm 

Adjournment 3:45 pm


