
ORDINANCE NO. OBDS.;>Q.;IL\ 

AN ORDINANCE OF TAYLOR TOWNSHIP, BLAIR COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, REGULATING SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS 

BE IT EN ACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of the Township of 
Taylor, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1: Purpose 
This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the general authority of the Second Class Township 
Code for the purpose of providing reasonable regulations for the business of solar energy 
generation and production within the Township in order to protect the welfare, safety, 

character, and integrity of agricultural, residential, rural, environmental, natural, and historic 
resources in the Township, while providing for the appropriate location and development of 
solar energy facilities within the Township; to minimize adverse visual impacts of solar 
energy facilities through careful siting and landscape screening; to avoid potential harmful 
impacts on adjacent properties from solar energy operations; and to provide for the safe and 
proper removal of all solar energy facilities that are either abandoned or fail to meet the 

requirements set forth in these regulations. 

SECTION 2: Definitions 
ACCESSORY SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM (ASES): A Solar Energy System used to capture solar 
energy for use by residential, commercial, institutional, industrial, or other uses of land 
located on the same property on which the Solar Energy System is located. This may include 

incidental sale of excess energy to an electrical utility. For purposes of this ordinance, a Solar 
Energy System that has a power rating of more than 15kw shall not be considered an 
Accessory Solar Energy system. 

CARTWAY: The area of a road or street within which vehicles are permitted, including travel 
lanes but not including shoulders, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, or drainage swales. 

DEP: the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. 

GLARE: The effect produced by light with an intensity sufficient to cause annoyance, 
discomfort or loss in visual performance and visibility. 

PRINCIPAL SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM (PSES): An area of land or other area used for a solar 
collection system principally used to capture solar energy, convert it to electrical energy or 

thermal power and supply electrical or thermal power primarily for off-site use. A Principal 
Solar Energy System consists of one (1) or more free-standing ground or roof mounted solar 
collector devices, solar related equipment, and other accessory structures and buildings, 
including light reflectors, concentrators, and heat exchangers; substations; electrical 
infrastructure; transmission lines and other appurtenant structures. 

PRINCIPAL USE: The main or primary use of land or structures. 
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SOLAR EASEMENT: A solar easement means a right, expressed as an easement, restriction, 
covenant, or condition contained in any deed, contract, or other written instrument executed 
by or on behalf of any landowner for the purpose of assuring adequate access to direct 
sunlight for solar energy systems. 

SOLAR ENERGY: Radiant energy (direct, diffuse and/or reflective) received from the sun. 

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM: A system comprised of Solar Panels and other Solar Related 
Equipment used to capture solar energy and convert it into electrical energy or thermal 
power for use on the property where the system is located or for use off the site where the 
system is located or both. 

SOLAR RELATED EQUIPMENT: Items including a solar photovoltaic cell, module, or array, or 
solar hot air or water collector device panels, lines, pumps, batteries, mounting brackets, 
framing and possibly foundations or other structures used or intended to be used for 
collection of solar energy. 

SOLAR ARRAY: A grouping of multiple solar modules with the purpose of harvesting solar 
energy. 

SOLAR CELL: The smallest basic solar electric device which generates electricity when 
exposed to light. 

SOLAR MODULE: A grouping of solar cells with the purpose of harvesting solar energy. 

SOLAR PANEL: The part or portion of a solar energy system containing one or more receptive 
cells or modules, the purpose of which is to convert solar energy for use in space heating or 
cooling, for water, heating and/or for electricity. 

STRUCTURE: The principal or main dwelling on a parcel or tract of land used for human 
habitation. 

TOWNSHIP: North Woodbury Township, Blair County, Pennsylvania. 

SECTION 3: Accessory Solar Energy Systems (ASES) 
3.1. Exemptions 

a. ASES with an aggregate collection and/or focusing area of 100 square feet or less are
exempt from this ordinance.

b. ASES constructed prior to the effective date of this Section shall not be required to
meet the terms and conditions of this Ordinance. Any physical modification to an
existing ASES whether or not existing prior to the effective date of this Section that
materially alters the ASES shall require approval under this Ordinance. Routine
maintenance or like-kind replacements do not require a permit.

3.2. General Rules
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