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April 2026 HICEEC – First Edition
Workforce Housing: Next Steps
Work continues on the Hornby Island Affordable Workforce Housing feasibility study commissioned by HICEEC through BC’s Rural Economic Diversification and Infrastructure Program (REDIP). Consultants from Westcoast Endeavours are examining potential approaches to increasing housing options for workers on the island, including manufactured homes, modular housing, and other small-footprint options.
A conceptual Crown land site off Central Road is being reviewed as part of the feasibility work. No decisions have been made and no approvals are in place at this time.
Community members will have an opportunity to learn more when the consultants present their findings at a public meeting:
Monday, April 6
1pm
Hornby Island Community Hall
Coffee service begins at 12:45 pm, and everyone interested in the future of housing on Hornby is encouraged to attend.
Beulah Creek Housing
The 26-unit Beulah Creek housing project is nearing completion. Congratulations to the Hornby Island Housing Society for bringing this project to the finish line.
Community Bus: Drivers Wanted
Planning continues for the summer run of the Hornby Community Bus, a volunteer- and sponsor-supported service. Paid driver positions are available (Class 4 licence required, with training support possible), and volunteers are also welcome to help support operations.
Internet Upgrade
CityWest construction of the Hornby–Denman broadband project is expected to be complete in 2026. Residents who haven’t signed up yet are encouraged to arrange installation of their fibre connections while grant funding remains in place, as connection costs may increase once the project transitions to a user-pay model.
Updates on the project continue to be posted at www.hornbydenmaninternet.com
Messaging
· The 2026–2027 Hornby & Denman Visitor Guide will be delivered in early May.
· The Guide features trails, bus routes, emergency services, a detailed map, and business listings useful to visitors and locals.
· The Guide and hornbyisland.com provide practical information while supporting year-round visibility for local organizations and businesses.
· Event organizers can submit listings to the online Calendar of Events at www.hornbyisland.com/events
MRDT Funds Supporting Community Initiatives
· Funds are collected through the Municipal and Regional District Tax (MRDT), sometimes called the “pillow tax,” paid by island visitors and collected by fixed-roof accommodation providers such as vacation rentals, B&Bs, and commercial room operators.
· On Hornby Island, these funds primarily support affordable workforce housing, as well as community events, sports, and other local initiatives. 
· Funds are available through an application process. Applications are currently open.
Community Grants
The community grant application has been simplified to make the program easier to access, in support of valued community services. The application form is available at https://hiceec.org/community-grants
The most recent grant of $1,750 was awarded to the HIRRA Invasive Species Committee to support volunteer training and disposal costs for the invasive species drop-off program at the Recycling Depot.
Volunteer Fair
HICEEC participated in the Volunteer Fair on March 15, sharing information about workforce housing, the community bus, ferry advocacy, broadband infrastructure, and the hornbyisland.com community website.
Thank you to the Hornby Denman Community Health Care Society for providing the networking opportunity for residents to learn about local initiatives and volunteer opportunities.
Ferry Service
Ferry service remains a concern for Hornby and Denman residents. With the Ferry Advisory Committee discontinued, feedback to BC Ferries can be directed to: 
customercare@bcferries.com | 1-888-223-3779
Supporting Local Businesses
Ringside Market businesses remain open through the winter. While Co-op construction has temporarily reduced parking, the Market continues to operate. Shopping local helps support a vibrant year-round island community.
Submitted on behalf of the HICEEC Board of Directors:
John Heinegg, John Grayson, Jack Hornstein, Katherine Ronan, Sheila McDonnell, Donna Tuele, Marilyn Kopansky, and Stu Amos
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