FIRST EDITION – SEPTEMBER 2026
HICEEC Fall Update
As another memorable summer draws to a close, HICEEC extends its thanks to the many volunteers, businesses, and organizations that helped make Hornby Island such a vibrant place to live and visit. The season was marked by some challenges, but with resilience, new beginnings, and strong community spirit.
One of the most difficult moments came in mid-July when Forage Farm to Table at the Ringside suffered a devastating fire. The loss of this much-loved businesses was felt across the island. HICEEC joined many community members and organizations in supporting the owners as they begin the long process of rebuilding, and we wish them every success.
Hornby welcomed several exciting new ventures, such as Red's Dog House, which joined the Farmers' Market offerings; The Rusty Fender, offering guided island tours; Sara Vipond Ceramics, launching its new website and business; Pilates and Yoga at Sea Breeze, Fossil Beach Farm and Sandpiper Meadow expanding wellness opportunities; and VORIZO celebrating its first full season in its beautiful new building. The summer also saw the reopening of the newly redeveloped Tribune Bay Campground, with upgraded facilities, and the completion of the new CVRD boat launch –  important infrastructure for an island community. The Hornby Island Co-op continued its major redevelopment project while maintaining service through another busy summer, a remarkable accomplishment for its staff, contractors, and suppliers.
Together, these developments reflect the many ways businesses, community organizations, governments, and volunteers contribute to a thriving Hornby Island, often with HICEEC providing support through partnerships, funding programs, promotion, and advocacy.
Music and the arts remained at the heart of island life throughout the summer, with weekly performances, festivals, and community events showcasing Hornby's remarkable creative talent. A challenge met: the Hornby Festival Society worked with Islands Trust and the Agricultural Land Commission to secure approvals allowing the continued use of Rosemuir Farm as its venue for the coming years.
The Hornby Community Bus completed another successful season, providing affordable transportation for residents, workers, and visitors while reducing parking pressures and road congestion.  
Behind the scenes, HICEEC continues to advance initiatives that support Hornby's economy and quality of life, including workforce housing, Municipal and Regional District Tax (MRDT) administration, economic development, visitor services, the Community Bus, Community Grants, the Visitor Guide, HornbyIsland.com, the Events Calendar, business support, advocacy with local and provincial governments, and collaboration with community organizations.
One of HICEEC's highest priorities remains advancing a community-owned workforce housing neighbourhood based on serviced lots for manufactured homes and other modest housing options. The goal is an affordable, energy-efficient, and financially sustainable model that helps local workers and families continue to live and work on Hornby Island.
The 2026 MRDT Events, Sports and Initiatives (ESI) Grant Program remains open. Business collaborations and non-profit organizations planning events or initiatives this fall are encouraged to contact HICEEC to discuss eligibility and application requirements.
“Community” continues to be one of Hornby's greatest strengths. The Community Fund's Celebration of Summer fundraiser demonstrated what can be accomplished through generous donations from businesses and non-profit organizations, hundreds of volunteer hours, and the support of those who attended.
As we head into autumn, HICEEC remains committed to working on behalf of Hornby Island residents. By supporting local businesses, creating employment opportunities, strengthening community services, and collaborating with community organizations and governments, we aim to support a resilient economy and an exceptional quality of life for the people who call Hornby Island home.
Submitted on behalf of the HICEEC Board of Directors:  John Heinegg, John Grayson, Katherine Ronan, Jack Hornstein, Donna Tuele, Sheila McDonnell, Marilyn Kopansky, and Meredith McEvoy
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