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FIRST EDITION, SUMMER OF 2026
HICEEC Summer Update
Summer is here on Hornby, and many of HICEEC's community projects are in full swing. From transportation and visitor services to community funding and event promotion, we are grateful to work alongside local businesses, volunteers, organizations, and residents who help make this island such a special place to live and visit.
Community Bus Returns June 27
The Hornby Community Bus returns to service on June 27, providing affordable, convenient transportation for residents and visitors throughout the summer.
Over the past several months, the Bus Steering Committee explored the possibility of operating an expanded two-vehicle pilot service, including enhanced connections to Ford Cove, Whaling Station, and Sea Breeze Lodge. While community interest was strong, staffing challenges have made it impractical to proceed with the expansion this season. We remain committed to exploring opportunities for service growth in future years as volunteer and driver capacity allows.
The Community Bus has grown from a small pilot project into a valued community service that helps reduce parking pressures, supports local businesses, provides transportation for workers and visitors, and offers a safe alternative to drinking and driving.
HICEEC extends a sincere thank you to our 2026 bus sponsors: Hornby Island Co-op, Sun Corona Cruises, Jeffrey Rubinoff Sculpture Park, Hornby Island Resort & Thatch Pub, Bradsdadsland Campground, Sea Breeze Lodge, and First Credit Union. Their support is critical to maintaining and improving this community service.
This summer's service is also dedicated in part to the loving memory of Peter Mills, a founding member of the Bus Steering Committee. Peter contributed countless hours to route planning, maintenance, operations, zucchini racing, and practical problem-solving. His vision, humour, and dedication helped transform the bus from an idea into a reality, and his contributions continue to be felt every time the bus rolls down the road.
Farmers' Market Welcome Centre
Visitors stopping by the Saturday Farmers' Market are encouraged to visit the Welcome Centre, where Ambassador Michele Papp provide maps, event information, activity suggestions, and answers to frequently asked questions.
HICEEC continues to support the Welcome Centre through Municipal and Regional District Tax (MRDT) funding. This support helps provide a friendly first point of contact for visitors while also reducing “tourist information” pressure on the vendors and local businesses during the busy summer season.
MRDT funding also contributes toward public washroom facilities in the Central Area, an unglamourous but appreciated feature.
What's Happening on Hornby?
One of the easiest ways to stay informed about island activities is through the online Events Calendar at hornbyisland.com/events.
The calendar helps residents, visitors, and event organizers stay connected and avoid scheduling conflicts. Community groups are encouraged to submit their events and posters for inclusion. Go there for details on music, arts, markets, workshops, recreation, and community gatherings.
Funding Opportunities Available
Applications are currently open for both HICEEC Community Grants and MRDT Events, Sports and Initiatives (ESI) funding.
These programs have supported a wide range of local projects, including visitor services, arts and culture, tourism messaging, emergency preparedness initiatives, community events, and local infrastructure improvements.
If you have a project that would contribute to the economic, cultural, social, or community well-being of Hornby Island, we encourage you to explore these opportunities.
For application forms, program information, and eligibility details, visit hiceec.org.
Community Connections
HICEEC is pleased to welcome Meredith McEvoy to the Board of Directors. Meredith joins Marilyn Kopansky as HIRRA's representatives on the HICEEC Board. We look forward to working together on initiatives that strengthen our community and support Hornby's future.
Whether you're a year-round resident, seasonal property owner, visitor, volunteer, business owner, or community organization, thank you for helping make Hornby Island the vibrant, creative, and welcoming community that it is.  Happy Summer!
For more information on HICEEC programs and projects, visit hiceec.org.
Submitted on behalf of the HICEEC Board of Directors:  John Heinegg, John Grayson, Jack Hornstein, Katherine Ronan, Sheila McDonnell, Donna Tuele, Marilyn Kopansky, Stu Amos, and Meredith McEvoy.
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