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June 2026 HICEEC – First Edition
Visitor Guide
The 2026–2027 Hornby & Denman Visitor Guide is packed with useful local information, including business listings, maps, phone numbers, ferry schedules, the summer bus route, emergency prep QR code, public washrooms, EV charging, trails, beach accesses, and visitor information for both islands. 
OF NOTE:  there’s a “Calendar of Events” on the Denman/Seaside side of the Guide that can help with ferry trip planning.  For instance, Sunday, July 5th is the wind-up of the annual Denman soccer tournament.  Last year, exiting soccer teams and regular summer traffic created a traffic snarl at the “Y” corner heading down to the ferry.  Best to avoid travel on that day.
Be sure to save your copy and share it with others!
Community Messaging – hornbyisland.com/events
Looking for What’s Happening? Check the Events Calendar online. Event organizers can send posters to karen@hiceec.org. Posting your event not only helps promote it but also helps other organizers avoid schedule conflicts.  
Ferry Service this Summer
The Quinitsa returned on May 13 and is now permanently assigned to the Hornby route. Advocacy continues around fairer pricing for routes served by older single-vessel fleets, especially with future fare increases anticipated. Summer tandem service on the Denman route is scheduled for June 25 to September 7, weekdays from 11 AM to 6 PM.
Community Bus
The Hornby Community Bus runs June 27 to Labour Day weekend, with hopes for a second bus this summer that could expand the service route. Thanks to sponsors including the Co-op, Sun Corona, JR Sculpture Park, Thatch Pub/Hornby Island Resort, Bradsdadsland Campsite, and Sea Breeze Lodge. The volunteer Steering Committee works year-round on operations, driver recruitment, routing, maintenance, and service improvements.
What the Pillow Tax Pays for
Along with the housing portion—currently on hold for lack of a building site—the Municipal & Regional District Tax (MRDT) program has an Events, Sports, Initiatives (ESI) portion. Here’s where those funds have been going.
	2025 MRDT ESI Activity
	                        Purpose
	Authorized 

	Indoor Markets:
SIGNAGE: Shoulder Season long weekends, plus Christmas Fair:  Kim Fagerlund, applicant
	Shoulder season event advertising
	 $ 612.98 

	Comox Valley Collective. Six- Business Consortium placing a full-page ad in the Spring

	 Targeted regional spring marketing  
	 $ 1,676.85 

	Farmers Market: Welcome Centre at the Farmers Market, includes $2,000 for outhouse
	Stakeholder support
	 $ 5,000.00 

	Hornby Arts: Archeology of Place - The Geoffrey Road Show,
 July 8 - Sept. 20
	Opening show
	 $ 1,500.00 

	Hornby Arts: Official Grand Opening of new Centre
	VIP opening
	 $ 7,500.00 

	Natural History: Renewed website and social media.
	Marketing platform
	 $ 4,000.00 

	No Horses Jazz Festival
	Advertising costs
	 $ 1,200.00 

	Total
	
	 $ 21,489.83 

	Note:  Artists profile on hornbyisland.com – project cancelled, carried forward.
	
	   $ 3,500


MRDT 2026 funding to date:
· HIRRA  invasive species committee – Lunch & invasive depot drops, $1750
· Ballpark  –   Billboard fund raiser, $150
· Hornby radio  –  Annual sponsorship, $200
· Hornby Festival  – Sponsorship, $1,000
· HIRRA Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness  – Visitor Guide ad subsidized, $260
· Farmers’ Market Welcome Centre  –  $2,000 for a second summer outhouse plus $3,000 for wages
· CAST – Note-taking and venue rental for meeting.  Thanks to the Coop who paid for lunch!
· Small business microloans (coordination role) –  One loan currently out
Have  https://hiceec.org/mrdt
Funding Available
Funding available through HICEEC:
·  Community Grants - HICEEC’s community grant intake remains open, with a new, easier application process.  Check https://hiceec.org/community-grants 
· Support for the Arts, $5000 annually, application based
· Hornbyisland.com has funding for hosting mixers, website upgrades, social media supports, etc.

Submitted on behalf of the HICEEC Board of Directors:
John Heinegg, John Grayson, Jack Hornstein, Katherine Ronan, Meredith McEvoy, Donna Tuele, Marilyn Kopansky, and Stu Amos
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