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2025 in review
HICEEC publishes a regular column in the First Edition to keep the community informed about our work. This month we are recapping the news from 2025. Note that we keep copies of the previous years’ columns on our website. To see our archived articles, go to https://hiceec.org/our-updates.

Beulah Creek housing
After years of work, the 26-unit Beulah Creek housing project is close to completion. This important initiative represents meaningful progress on much-needed housing. A current summary is available at https://hiceec.org/housing-and-information and on the Hornby Island Housing website at hornbyhousing.org/news.
Community information 
Throughout 2025, local businesses and organizations were featured in the Visitor Guide and on hornbyisland.com, which are operated locally to share clear, practical information and support respectful, informed tourism. They help visitors find services and activities while giving island businesses and community groups a reliable way to share their information and stay visible.
MRDT funds 
In 2025, funds continued to be collected through the Municipal and Regional District Tax (the “pillow tax” paid by visitors through local accommodation providers). On Hornby, these funds are primarily directed toward affordable workforce housing. But they are also being available, through an application process, for events, sports, and community initiatives, and 2025 saw the funds being used for those purposes.
Workforce Housing Initiative
In 2025, board member Katherine Ronan led an application to secure 10 hectares of Crown land for an affordable workforce housing initiative. While the Ministry declined the application, this work continues. HICEEC remains focused on advancing solutions such as tiny homes and staff housing to address urgent local needs.
Hornby Bus 
The Hornby Bus provided up to 11 hours of daily service from June 27 to August 31. Sincere thanks to the volunteer Bus Steering Committee and our dedicated drivers for keeping this “go green” service running.
Welcome Centre 
Throughout the 2025 season, the HICEEC Welcome Centre operated at the entrance to the Farmers Market, with Michelle Papp greeting visitors and residents alike. The kiosk remains a summer hub for Visitor Guides, Vision 2040 materials, event information, and friendly answers to local questions.
Internet upgrade 
CityWest continued its fibre-optic infrastructure build in 2025, with completion anticipated in 2026. This project has significantly improved internet reliability and capacity on the island.
Vision 2040 – Our community roadmap
A joint review of Vision 2040 by HICEEC and HIRRA refreshed this long-term community plan, reaffirming shared priorities and providing updated direction for Hornby’s future.
Boat ramp and launch improvements
The CVRD completed a full rebuild of the Shingle Spit boat launch in 2025. While minor delays occurred, the facility is now operational.
Fall mixer 
The Fall Mixer, held in October at Sea Breeze, brought together local businesses, organizations, and community members for an evening of connection and celebration.
Enterprise of the Year
Public nominations for Enterprise of the Year once again recognized local enterprises that create employment, demonstrate excellence and innovation, and contribute positively to the community. The Thatch Pub was the 2025 recipient.
Ferries 
Ferry service continued to be a major community concern in 2025. The most significant change was the elimination of the long-standing Ferry Advisory Committee program. After optimism in 2023 and 2024, service levels stagnated in 2025, with reduced availability of larger vessels and limited summer tandem service. Commuting Hornby residents continue to face full Denman ferries year-round. 
Residents are encouraged to share their concerns with BC Ferries at customercare@bcferries.com or 1-888-223-3779.
All the best for a happy, healthy, & prosperous 2026!
Submitted on behalf of the HICEEC Board.
John Heinegg, John Grayson, Jack Hornstein, Katherine Ronan, Sheila McDonnell, Donna Tuele, Marilyn Kopansky, and Stu Amos
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