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March 2026 HICEEC – First Edition
Workforce Housing: An Ongoing, Sustained Effort
HICEEC hosted a public information meeting on February 1 at the Hornby Island Community Hall to share early-stage work exploring options to increase affordable workforce housing on the island. Moderated by Comox Valley Regional District Director Daniel Arbour and presented by HICEEC Board Lead on Housing Katherine Ronan, the session noted that housing has been identified as a top community priority and outlined a feasibility-stage exploration of a community-owned manufactured or tiny-home model.
An ideal site has been identified on Crown land between the Spark and the Roads Maintenance Depot and is being examined as part of this work. HICEEC emphasized that no decisions have been made and no site has been approved, and encouraged residents to watch for future updates as feasibility work continues.
Beulah Creek Housing: A Project in Fruition
HICEEC is appreciative that the 26-unit Beulah Creek housing project moved ahead in 2025, representing meaningful progress on much-needed housing for the island. A current project summary is available at hiceec.org/housing-and-information 
and 
hornbyhousing.org/news.
Community Information: Supporting Informed Visits
Throughout 2025, local businesses and organizations were featured in the Visitor Guide and on hornbyisland.com, both operated locally to provide clear, practical information for visitors and residents alike. These platforms help people find services and activities while giving island businesses and non-profits a reliable way to share accurate, up-to-date information and maintain year-round visibility. Advertising for the 2026/27 Visitor Guide is now in its final days, with publication scheduled for early May. Website advertising is sold on an annual basis, with early placement providing the best value and longest exposure.
MRDT Funds Advancing Readily
Funds continue to be collected through the Municipal and Regional District Tax (the “pillow tax”), paid by visitors through local accommodation providers. On Hornby Island, these funds are primarily directed toward affordable workforce housing. Funding is also available, through an application process, for events, sports, and community initiatives. Applications are now open.
Internet Upgrade Update
Ongoing updates on the Hornby–Denman Internet Project are available at www.hornbydenmaninternet.com, where information has been posted regularly to ensure transparent community access. Residents are encouraged to act now while grant funding remains in place. CityWest continued its fibre-optic infrastructure build through 2025 and anticipates completion of the main lines in 2026, when grant funding expires. Residents are encouraged to arrange their fibre “drops” in early 2026, ahead of the transition to a user-pay model. HICEEC has been instrumental in bringing this project to the island, with clear improvements evident in internet reliability and capacity.
Discover What’s On at the Ringside Market
The shops and services at the Ringside Market continue to offer plenty this winter — from printing and everyday essentials to coffee on the go, a tasty meal, great gifts, and a chance to treat yourself to a new outfit. While construction of the new Co-op store is underway and nearby access and parking are tighter for now, the Market remains open and welcoming. It’s a great time to stop by and support local businesses that help keep the island vibrant year-round.
Ferries: Ebbs and Flows
There are no major service changes to report at this time, but ferry service remains an ongoing concern. With the discontinuation of the Ferry Advisory Committee program, there is currently no local body representing Hornby and Denman communities. Service levels in 2025 included undercapacity vessels and limited summer tandem service, and many residents continue to experience full Denman sailings year-round. Feedback can be shared directly with BC Ferries at customercare@bcferries.com or 1-888-223-3779.
Submitted on behalf of the HICEEC Board:
John Heinegg, John Grayson, Jack Hornstein, Katherine Ronan, Sheila McDonnell, Donna Tuele, Marilyn Kopansky, and Stu Amos
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