
To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing you today on behalf of Canadian Pastor Artur Pawlowski, who has been held in solitary 

confinement in a Calgary jail since February 8, 2022.  The conditions of his arrest and subsequent 

treatment while incarcerated violate not only his basic civil right but also his human rights and 

dignity.  

 

Pastor Pawlowski is a well-loved street preacher in Calgary, Alberta. Known for his bold, 

commanding personality and fearless determination to bring as many people to the Lord as possible, 

his gift of courageous leadership and love of people has earned him the reputation of being a pastor 

of the people others don’t see.  Instead of waiting for government to take care of problems, he spends 

numerous days a week feeding, loving, mentoring, and lifting the homeless, lost, and invisible.  He 

sees the heart of people and shares his love of Christ with the most vulnerable in his community.  

Where the government fails to care for the people, Pastor Artur and his ministry STREET CHURCH 

succeed.  When the Canadian government requires excessive taxation and regulation to care for its 

people, Pastor Artur uses the resources of the community to accomplish.  He provides what the 

government can’t.  And this has drawn the attention and ire of heavy-handed regulation loving 

officials. 

 

In 2020, his refusal to shut down his church during "Covid" steadfastly increased the harassment he 

had been subjected to for many years by Canadian authorities. A survivor of communist controlled 

Poland, Artur had been warning of the dangers for many years. After his video forcing the Alberta 

health authorities from his church on Easter Sunday 2021 went viral, Pastor Pawlowski spent 4 

months here in the United States speaking on courage and civic responsibility in the face of tyranny. 

Upon his return to Canada, he was arrested immediately. His crime?  Baptizing his daughter in 

public. Since then, has been relentlessly attacked, stalked, and harassed by police all over Calgary, 

Alberta for holding his church services, attending rallies, and simply participating in daily life.   

 

Almost a month ago, after holding another church service for a group of Canadian truckers at Milk 

River, Pastor Pawlowski was once again arrested by undercover police who staked out his home. 

Right before he was to conduct another service he was dragged from his home in front of his wife 

and children and taken to jail.  His charges? Mischief over $5000, interfering with infrastructure 

(because he met with the truckers), and violating the conditions of his previous release on the public 

baptism charge.  He has been denied bail twice.  Murderers, rapists, and violent criminals all 

throughout Canada receive bail...but a pastor who speaks a truth that defies authority does not. 

 

Since his arrest he has been subjected to horrific conditions.  His Bible and reading glasses were 

taken, he has been left in solitary confinement indefinitely, been made to sleep in a smaller space to 

keep him further confined even though he has not been violent or unruly.  (This space was described 

by him to his family as being like a dog crate.)  He has been made to sleep on hard concrete with 

limited blankets or clothing.  (This is Calgary in the middle of winter.)  He was deprived of fresh 

drinking water and clean running water in his cell for three days and the cell he has been left in is in 

his words, disgustingly unsanitary and covered in filth.  The toilet in his cell does not operate 

properly, and he was escorted by guards to another toilet where they stand guard as he does his 

personal business. They are cruel and mock him relentlessly.  The list goes on, but you understand 

my point. 

 

Judge Erin Olsen cited the following in her decision to keep Pastor Pawlowski in custody: “I have 

concluded that the Crown’s grounds (for seeking detention) are substantial and that there is a 



substantial likelihood that the accused will, if released from custody, continue on offending, or 

interfering with the administration of justice."  Pastor Pawlowski’s real crime is that his speech defies 

the government narrative.  That is the crime. Nothing more.   

 

 

Canadian officials have decided that if a pastor's speech defies the government narrative, despite the 

violation of fundamental human and religious rights, is justification for cruel and inhumane 

imprisonment. As a Polish immigrant who was raised under a communist regime, his refusal to shut 

down his church stemmed from a healthy distrust of propaganda perpetrated by the government.  He 

became even more defiant when it became public that government officials were not abiding by the 

same mandates and restrictions the citizens were being subjected to.  He steadfastly defies any 

authoritarian who imposes rules on the little guy while allowing those of privilege to live normally 

without impunity. 

 

 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/internal-party-dissent-grows-against-alberta-premier-who-

allegedly-went-against-his-own-govts-covid-rules/ 

 

 

https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/kenney-apologizes-for-sky-palace-dinner-we-have-to-set-a-higher-

example-1.5459858  

 

 

My request is simple: Canada must be placed on the US Commission on International Religious 

Freedom's watch list. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms clearly states that a person’s 

right to speech and religious freedom is fundamental and not to be infringed upon. The Trudeau 

administration has violated these basic rights and freedoms. 

 

 

Additionally, I am asking that Pastor Artur Pawlowski be recognized by the commission and 

Defending Freedom Project as a Canadian Prisoner of Conscience.  His refusal bend to the 

government's heavy hand and his stand for freedom should not be grounds for imprisonment.  His 

freedom to speak as a pastor should not be limited...period. His sovereign voice must be protected. If 

we allow faith leaders to be imprisoned simply for disagreeing with the government, especially when 

the government has shown themselves to be unworthy of our trust or confidence, then who will they 

come after next.  We must not allow this to continue.  He has been targeted because of his faith.  

When others in Canada have been allowed to practice their faith, others have not.  Pastor Pawlowski 

simply refused to be bullied into submission. 

 

 

I have provided links to a few articles describing Pastor Pawlowski's ordeal at the hands of Canadian 

authorities.   

 

https://lynnwoodtimes.com/2022/02/23/pawlowski-trucker-convoy/ 

 

https://calgarysun.com/news/crime/street-church-minister-to-remain-behind-bars-pending-trial-for-

allegedly-inciting-border-blockade/wcm/09adda11-a850-463e-8096-fe2149bf8abd 

 

In ending, I leave you with key points from the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.   
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Much like our Constitution and Bill of Rights, it dictates what rights are to be protected, not 

revoked arbitrarily, from government or man in order to accomplish a nefarious agenda.   

 

Fundamental Freedoms 2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: (a) freedom of 

conscience and religion; (b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of 

the press and other media of communication; (c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and (d) freedom of 

association. 

 

Mobility Rights 6.(1) Every citizen of Canada has the right to enter, remain in and leave Canada. (2) 

Every citizen of Canada and every person who has the status of a permanent resident of Canada has 

the right (a) to move to and take up residence in any province; and (b) to pursue the gaining of a 

livelihood in any province. 

 

Legal Rights 7. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and the right not to 

be deprived thereof except in accordance with the principles of fundamental justice. 8. Everyone has 

the right to be secure against unreasonable search or seizure. 9. Everyone has the right not to be 

arbitrarily detained or imprisoned. 10. Everyone has the right on arrest or detention (a) to be 

informed promptly of the reasons therefor; (b) to retain and instruct counsel without delay and to be 

informed of that right; and (c) to have the validity of the detention determined by way of habeas 

corpus and to be released if the detention is not lawful. 11. Any person charged with an offence has 

the right (a) to be informed without unreasonable delay of the specific offence; (b) to be tried within 

a reasonable time; (c) not to be compelled to be a witness in proceedings against that person in 

respect of the offence; (d) to be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law in a fair and 

public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal; (e) not to be denied reasonable bail 

without just cause; (f) except in the case of an offence under military law tried before a military 

tribunal, to the benefit of trial by jury where the maximum punishment for the offence is 

imprisonment for five years or a more severe punishment; (g) not to be found guilty on account of 

any act or omission unless, at the time of the act or omission, it constituted an offence under 

Canadian or international law or was criminal according to the general principles of law recognized 

by the community of nations; (h) if finally acquitted of the offence, not to be tried for it again and, if 

finally found guilty and punished for the offence, not to be tried or punished for it again; and (i) if 

found guilty of the offence and if the punishment for the offence has been varied between the time of 

commission and the time of sentencing, to the benefit of the lesser punishment. 12. Everyone has the 

right not to be subjected to any cruel and unusual treatment or punishment. 

 

Fundamental human rights that are not to be infringed upon by any government or man.  It’s very 

clear that the tenets of this document, meant to preserve those rights, have been violated many times 

over with Pastor Artur Pawlowski and so many other Canadian citizens.   

We implore you to act.   

 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

In liberty, 

 

Cynthia Chafian 

Firebrand Action  

Virginia  


