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From Fr. Mike’s Desk 
     Today is Laetare Sunday, and traditionally, this has been 
a day of celebration within the Lenten Season.  The name 
comes from the opening antiphon for today’s Mass, which in 
Latin is Laetare Jerusalem.  This translates to Rejoice        
Jerusalem.  Today we wear the Rose-Colored vestments (as 
we do on the Third Sunday of Advent), and it serves as a   
reminder that our goal is about to be realized; Easter is    
almost here. Easter, the wonderful day of the Resurrection, 
when the true light of Christ shines forth.  It will shine 
through every believer and every Baptized person.  For 
through Baptism we become one with Christ and each     
other, and we become vessels of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 
 
     This is what we see in the Gospel account of the Man Born 
Blind. There is much discussion about what happened on 
that fateful day at the Temple.  The man comes to Jesus’ 
attention, and He insists on curing him.  In some accounts, 
the man does not want Jesus to touch him.  In the film Jesus 
of Nazareth, Peter asks Jesus if He should cure the man.  
After all, he lived his whole life blind; how will he be able to 
exist in the world when he can see?  How will he earn a living 
since he does not know how to do anything but beg?       
However, Jesus does not accept Peter’s argument, and He 
tells Peter (and all of us) that He is the Light of the World, 
and as long as He is in the world, He will not allow anyone to 
stay in darkness.  In the Gospel, Jesus refers to the work He 
must do.  As He says, “We have to do the work of the one 
who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one 
can work.  While I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.”  After this, Jesus puts mud on the man’s eyes and 
tells him to go to the Pool of Siloam, which means sent.  As I 
just recently learned, the Pool of Siloam is not within the 
Temple itself, and it is quite a way down the hill on which the 
Temple was built.  For a blind person, this was a long walk.  
As the name of the pool tells us, the blind man was sent, 
and when he washed in the pool, he could see.  He no    
longer protested and was completely delighted.  He is so 
happy that he tells everyone he sees, even the religious 
leaders.  They, of course, criticize the cure and the one who 
accomplished it, because he did it on the Sabbath. 
 
     After a big discussion, the Pharisees, the Scribes, and the 
Temple Officials threw the man out of the Temple.  It is after 
this happens that Jesus sees the man and asks him if he 
believes in the Son of Man.  This Messianic Title goes back to 
Ezekiel and Daniel. The man asks Jesus, who is he that I 
might believe in him? In addition, Jesus tells him that He 
was the Son of Man and the one sent by God.  Last week, He 
told the Samaritan Woman that He was the Messiah, and 
now he shares with this man, who can now see clearly, who 
He is.  For in his cure, he not only received his physical sight, 
but he also received spiritual sight, and he was able to see 
the Light of Christ where the leaders could not.  Jesus states 
toward the end of the Gospel, “I came into this world for 
judgment, so that those who do not see might see and those 
who do see might become blind.”  Some of the Pharisees 

replied, “Surely we are not blind…” Jesus said to them “If 
you were blind, you would have no sin, but now you are    
saying ‘We see’ so your sin remains.” What is their sin? They 
sinned because they refused to see the Light of Christ, and 
by not understanding that His work was the work of God the 
Father.  They were so caught up in their ideas of what was 
right and proper, they could not see God at work.  The man, 
who was cured, saw Jesus as the one God sent;                   
unfortunately, they could not!  I am sure that there were 
many things standing in their way, and some of them were 
not easy to change in their understanding. Jesus would have 
cured them of their blindness if they had only let Him.  Jesus 
could heal us of our blindness if we would only allow Him. 
He does this for us so that we realize that the work He is 
speaking about is not only His work, but our work too, the 
work of the Church.  It is up to us to lead people to the Light, 
which is Christ, and we must always have our eyes open to 
see where the Light is leading us.  
 

Happy Fourth Sunday of Lent! 
 

Fr. Mike 

 
Next Week’s Readings 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

March 22, 2026 
 

First Reading - Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

Second Reading - Romans 8:8-11 
Gospel - John 11:1-45 

 
Next Week’s Gospel Question 

In John’s Gospel we hear the story of Lazarus and his   
sisters Martha and Mary.  Jesus knew them and loved 
each one.  When Lazarus died, Jesus went to the sisters 
and, seeing their despair, wept along with them.  Soon 
after, Jesus went to the tomb and raised Lazarus so that 
all who witnessed the event would believe in Jesus and in 
the glory of God. 
 

By this miracle Jesus has shown us that He is the light of 
the world, and that God always listens to our prayers.  
What are you praying for?  Ask and you will receive. 



 

 
 

3/16 - Monday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
9:00 am  Robert Boeggeman 
 
 
 

3/17 - Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
9:00 am   Sr. Patrice Ward 
 
 
 

3/18 - Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
9:00 am   Martha Crilly 
 
 
 

3/19 - Solemnity of Saint Joseph 
9:00 am  Pauline Graziano 
 
 
 

3/20 - Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
9:00 am  William Driscoll 

 
 
 

3/21 - Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
9:00 am  James Penna 
5:00 pm Anthony Scaccia 
 Betty Tiska 
 Karen Russo 
 Martha Irene Gross 
 
 
 

3/22 - Fifth Sunday of Lent 
7:30 am  Rose Zanotelli 
9:30 am Lorianne, Rosemarie & Wilfred Hoenninger 
11:30 am Carmelo & Antonietta Sessa 
` Gina De Marco 
 Rose Zanotelli 
 Rosetta Fricano 
6:00 pm John Patrick Crilly 

 

“Lord, hold our troops in your loving hand.  Protect them 
as they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the 
selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. I ask 
this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and  Savior.  Amen” 

 

Lt. Cmdr. Jameson Adler, U.S. Navy 
 

Cpl. Matthew V. Balestrieri, U.S. Marine Corps 
 

SPC. Ryan D. Donadio,  U.S. Army National Guard 
 

Lt. Ryan Dunleavy, U.S. Navy 
 

2Lt. Patrick Dunleavy, U.S. Army 
 

Lt. Lauren Ehrhard, U.S. Air Force 
 

2Lt. Melissa Esswein, U.S. Army 
 

Sgt. Noah C. Estey, U.S. Marine Corps 
 

Cpl. Spencer Gliner, U.S. Marine Corps 
 

SSgt. Michael Gregory, U.S. Army 
 

Lt. Amanda Hine, U.S. Navy 
 

Sgt. Christopher Hofer, U.S. Air Force 
 

Maj. Christian Kapey, U.S. Marine Corps 
 

Sr. Airman Michael LiBretto, U.S. Air Force 
 

Pvt. Jonathan Maldonado, U.S. Army 
 

2Lt. Richard Martin Prestegaard, U.S. Army 
 

2Lt. Aidan McCabe, U.S. Army 
 

Petty Officer Sean T. Sattler, U.S. Coast Guard 
 

Lt. Brian Shields, U.S. Coast Guard 
 

SSgt. Paul Smith, U.S. Army 
 

Maj. James Tom, U.S. Army 
 

CPT. Michelle Turcios, U.S. Army 
 

Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Vann, U.S. Navy 

Military List Mass Intentions 

 

“Have mercy on me, God, in accord with your merciful love…” 

 
Pastoral Council 

Fr. Michael T. Maffeo, Pastor 
Deacon James Murphy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please feel free to contact any council member, at 
any time, regarding your “needs, feelings, hopes and 
reactions.”  All council members can be reached 
through the Rectory Office at: 516-921-8030 

Patricia Beckerle JoAnn Bonasera 

John J. Cleary Chris Coschignano 

June DeMarco Mary Fay 

Sr. Theresa Kelly John O’Connor 

Brianna Zaino Donna Zaino 

 

    The Altar Bread & Wine 

For the week of March 15 - March 21, 2026 
 

Is Given in Loving Memory of 
 

Kieran Joseph Boyce 
 

By: Eileen, Joe, Fiona, and Joseph 

       The Sanctuary Candle 

For the week of March 15 – March 21, 2026 
 

Is Lit in Loving Memory of 
 

All Deceased Members of the Parish 
 

By: Fr. Mike and Staff 

The church will be open daily for your own private devotions, 
which may include:  An Act of Spiritual Communion, Praying 
the Rosary, or writing down your own intentions in the book 
found at the rear of the church. 

“If you know of any military personnel listed above who are 
no longer in the service, please call the Rectory at:              
516-921-8030 to have their name removed.  



Quick Guide to St. Edward’s Parish 

Rectory…………………………………516-921-8030 ext. 150 
 

St. Edward Confessor School…………..…….…516-921-7767 
 

Religious Education Office……………..……….516-921-8543 
 

Finance Director………...………..…….516-921-8030 ext. 132 
 

Facilities Scheduler ..………..……....…516-921-8030 ext. 135 
 

Parish Business Manager …...…….…...516-921-8030 ext. 136 
 

Facilities Manager……..……….………516-921-8030 ext. 137 
 

Bereavement Ministry…………….……516-921-8030 ext. 137 
 

Bulletin Editor……………...….…….…516-921-8030 ext. 137 

 

PSM/Pantry…………..………..……….516-921-8030 ext. 140 
 

Music Ministry………...………….……516-921-8030 ext. 150 
 

OCIA………………………………...…516-921-8030 ext. 150 
 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul ….....…….……...516-218-7837 

 
Rectory Hours 

 

 

Websites / Social Media 

Protect Our Children Hotline 

If you or someone you know has experienced an 
incident of sexual abuse by clergy, an employee 
or volunteer of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, 
please contact law enforcement and the        
diocesan’s Office for the Protection of      
Children and Young People.   
 
 

The Diocese maintains a special phone number 
to report these situations: 
 

Tel.: 516-594-9063 

 

Parish: www.st-edwards.org 
 

School: www.stedwardconfessor.org 
 

Religious Ed: www.saintedwardre.com 
 

Facebook: stedwardsyosset 
 

Instagram: stedwardsyosset 
 

Formed: formed.org 

St. Edward’s Mass is Online - 
 

The St. Edward’s 7:30 AM and 11:30 AM   
Sunday Masses are recorded and posted online, 
both on YouTube and Facebook, and are      
available for viewing at any time. 
 
 

YouTube - St. Edward the Confessor Church - Syosset 
 
 

Facebook Page - St. Edward the Confessor Church 
 

To watch the Sunday Masses on your 
smartphone, just scan this QR code. 

 

 

 Weekly Offerings 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays - 12:30 to 1:30 PM in the Church 
 

You may also make an appointment by calling the     
rectory at: 516-921-8030. 

The rectory will be open during the following times: 
 

Mondays - Thursdays:  9:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
Fridays:   9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch M-F: 1:00 PM  to 2:00 PM 
Saturdays - Sundays: 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Outside of these hours, please call: 516-921-8030 

Telephone Numbers 

Dates           3/7  -  3/8 
 

Collections              $ 14,038.00 
# of Envelopes                       160 
Auto. Transactions      $ 2,540.00 
# of Transactions             40 
                      —————————————–  

Weekly Total         $ 16,578.00 
 
 

Thank you to all 
who support our Parish! 

Fr. Mike 

 
 

Sat., Mar. 14  5:00 PM    Fr. Mike* 
 
 

Sun., Mar. 15   7:30 AM    Fr. Mike* 

                        9:30 AM    Msgr. Beckmann 
                      11:30 AM    Msgr. Beckmann 
             6:00 PM     Fr. Jude* 
 

* - Deacon to Preach 

Next Week’s Presider Schedule 



 

 

The Saint Joseph Prayer Group 

 

You Are Not Alone - Reach Out 

If you are having thoughts of suicide, survived an 
attempt, know someone who did or are worried 
about someone who might, need a support 
group, or are in crisis, alone with nowhere to go, 
reach out. 

Call or text 988, or text TALK to 741741. 
Someone will be there for you, to listen, connect, 
support and guide you in a better direction. 

 

 

Bulletin Submissions 

 All submissions are due to be received by the Bulletin  
Editor no later than noon on each Monday preceding the 
bulletin date.  See the dates as listed below.  Submissions 
are to be sent by e-mail to: 
 

BulletinEditor@ST-EDWARDS.ORG 
  

Submitted materials are to be in MS Word or Google Doc 
file format, and must be limited in size.  Please do not 
submit material which will require a full page.  If you 
have materials which you cannot edit or reduce in size 
such as PDF or image files then contact the Bulletin Editor 
prior to the submittal date to discuss the situation. 
 

Please note that submitted materials do not require        
pre-approval by the Pastor.  Materials received after the 
cutoff time as shown below will not be published in the 
next bulletin.  There will be no exceptions to this          
policy, so please be mindful of the submittal dates. 

Bulletin Date Submittal  Date 

Sunday, March  22nd Monday, March 23rd 

Sunday, March  29th Monday, March 16th 

Sunday, April  5th Monday, March 30th 

Sunday, April  12th Monday, April  6th 

 
 Adult Bible Study at St. Edward’s 

 

 

The St. Joseph's Prayer Group meets 
every Thursday night at 7:30 pm in the 
Church.  Prayer pamphlets for how to 
pray the Rosary and Divine Chaplet will 
be made available to everyone. These        

powerful prayers are gifts from Heaven, and we 
should believe in their great promises. 

The Adult Bible Study Group meets each 
Wednesday from 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the Cenacle 
Room.  Fr. Hyacinth leads this group. 

All are welcome to attend. 

Yet it would also be mistaken to view other living 
beings as mere objects subjected to arbitrary       
human domination. When nature is viewed solely 
as a source of profit and gain, this has serious con-
sequences for society. This vision of “might is right” 
has engendered immense inequality, injustice and 
acts of violence against the majority of humanity, 
since resources end up in the hands of the first 
comer or the most powerful: the winner takes all. 
Completely at odds with this model are the ideals of 
harmony, justice, fraternity and peace as proposed 
by Jesus. As he said of the powers of his own age: 
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great men exercise authority over 
them. It shall not be so among you; but whoever 
would be great among you must be your                
servant” (Mt 20:25-26). 
 
 

-  Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter - Laudato Si’ -  
    Care For Our Common Home (2015) Sec. 82 

 

Care for Our Common Home 

Isabelle Young-Age 
 

Christina F. Carroll 
 

Mary Elizabeth Mangels-McGowan 

Pray for the Sick 

Kathy Rooney Kevin J. Frobey Renata Sorace                              

Ron Gagliardi Mary Pieper Ashley Benkin 

Paul Cannizzaro Cary Briganti Angela Trivits 

   

From Death to New Life 

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 





  
 
 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 

At a recent Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (O.C.I.A.) meeting, Deacon Jim Murphy anointed our 
Catechumens with the oil of the Catechumen.  The anointing with the Oil of Catechumens is intended 
to signify the need for divine strength, so that the one to be baptized, may steadfastly take the step of 
professing her faith and hold it unfailingly throughout her life.  This oil is blessed by the Bishop at the 
Chrism Mass during Holy Week and is kept in the AMBRY – the little cabinet on the wall by the            
Baptismal font. 

 

 
 

Did You Know…..? 

The parishes of St. Edward and Holy Name of Jesus are collaborating on doing 
something quite special through the Sundays of Lent (i.e. The Scriptural           
Rosary). This rosary consists of all the joyful, sorrowful, luminous, and Glorious           
Mysteries with scripture inserted in between each rosary bead.  This involves a 
lengthier rosary than the normal five decades, but rather than being long and           
tedious, it turns out that it is quite beautiful in that it tells the full story of Christ 
from the Annunciation of Mary through to Christ’s Resurrection and Mary’s    
glorious coronation. Rather than be boring in its longevity, it becomes a page 

turner where you eagerly look forward to the next line and the next telling the story. The first scriptural 
Rosary took place on Sunday, March 1st at 3:00 PM at St. Edward and was a resounding success.      
Attendance was about 40 to 50 people, and all seemed very appreciative of the time spent in saying 
this beautiful rosary.   This goodwill continued the following Sunday, March 8th at Holy Name of Jesus, 
again at 3:00 PM. There was even a larger attendance than the previous week and everyone seemed to 
get a great deal of joy from it! Now it’s coming back to St. Edward this week, March 15th, again at 3:00 
PM.  We strongly encourage our congregation to join us for this Scriptural Rosary.  These rosaries will 
continue to alternate between the churches at 3:00 PM in all the remaining Sundays of Lent. If you have 
never attended before, come and join us and you will be able to see the beauty of its very nature. We 
look forward to seeing you all! 

 
Following the anointing of the              
Catechumens, they stood with Deacon 
Jim for this wonderful photo.  Our       
Catechumens, pictured left to right are: 
 

Tessa Castellana 
 

Amy Cicio 
 

Dr. Ryan Sugarman 
 
If you encounter them in or around the 
church, please say hello and welcome 
them into our faith and parish. 



 
Liturgical Minister Training  -  Spring 2026 

If you wish to take the training for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and/or the 
Lector Workshop, you must be VIRTUS trained.  If you are, please call the Rectory and 
leave your name and phone number, and indicate your intentions.  The Pastor must include 
your name on a letter to Bishop Barres, and indicate the date, location and type of training   
session each person will attend.  This letter must arrive at the Bishop’s office at least five (5) 
days prior to the training session.  Don’t delay. 



 



 

 

Parish Social Ministry 

 

This Month’s Food Collection 
 

 

Items Needed: 
 

Food: Coffee, Tea, Mustard, Ketchup, Mayonnaise, Hot Chocolate, Salad Dressing, Crackers, Chips, 
Tomato Sauce, Cereal, Egg Noodles, Pancake Mix, Syrup, Jelly, Cookies, Jello, Canned Fruit, Brownie 
Mix, Apple Sauce, Stew, Chili, Chef Boyardee 
 

Please no pasta, macaroni and cheese, stuffing or canned vegetables 
 

Personal Grooming: Shampoo, Razors, Deodorant, Toothpaste, soap 
 

Cleaning Supplies: Paper Towels, Laundry Detergent, Toilet Paper, Any kind of cleaning product,   
Diapers size 5 & 6 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your Support!  
With gratitude, 
Donna Zaino 
Outreach Coordinator 

Tel: 516-921-8030 
Pantry Hours: 9:30-12:00 noon Monday-Thursday and 

2nd Saturday of the month 

 



 



 

 

Knights of Columbus 

The Women’s Guild of St. Edwards - Wine & Cheese Night 
 

Men with a Mission 
 

A Catholic Brotherhood 
Changing the World 

Pope John Paul II referred to the Knights of Columbus as the “strong right arm of the Church”.  Our mission is 
simple.  Whether it is the pastor, our bishop or the pope who needs our help, the Knights respond.  We do this    
because we are first and foremost men who love our church.  All Catholic men are welcome! 
 

Show up.  Set your own schedule.  Be an example of what a CATHOLIC MAN is supposed to be! 
 

Contact: Russell Kendall, Grand Knight  /  Email: RussellDD12@gmail.com 
 

The KofC Council #5091 has faithfully served the St. Edward’s Parish since March 14, 1961 

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 21st in the Holy Family Room at 6:30 PM.    
Anyone that is interested in joining please just show up.  If you want more information, call: 

Mary Fay - 516-364-2601 or Ciel Hayden - 516-457-4697 

Hear the Testimony of Kevin Becker 
 

Come and listen to this gifted speaker narrate his journey of miraculous 
healing and faith.  Sunday, March 15th at 10:30 AM in the Holy Family Room. 

Registration flyers are available in the church’s Gathering Area. 

Crown Club Winners 

The Women’s Guild of St. Edward’s 



BLAST!
1! 

 



 

 






