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 BUSINESS MANAGER’S MESSAGE  
By Murray Palmer 

Work in Saskatchewan has b ee n slow for many ye ars howeve r b ecause  o f attend ing  
confe rences and  training , LU529 has b e en ab le  to  d e ve lop  re lationship s with o the r 
locals across Canad a.  We  have  b e en fo rtunate  to  rece ive  multip le  calls from LU993 
fo r LNG, Site -C Dam, and  Vale mount. LU 424 p rovid ed  op p ortunitie s fo r wind  
turb ine  work, LU2038 se nt calls fo r a commercial p ro ject, LU2085 sent calls fo r 
Portag e  la Prairie , a hosp ital, and  a p owerho use .  LU530, 120, 402, 773, and  1687 
have  all se nt calls our way fo r various p ro jects around  O ntario .  So  even with a lack 
o f local work the re  has b e e n some  op p ortunity fo r trave l.  

Locally, ECO  has b e en ste ad y out at Allan maintaining  a workforce  o f 4-10 p e op le . 
Ap p e rley has b e en b usy b e twe en the  Saskatoon and  Yorkton shop s with ove r 20 
me mb ers working . And ritz is out at the  EB Camp b e ll d am and  has recalle d  10 
p eop le . Black & Macd onald  maintains a crew of 8 p eop le . We  also  have  a few p e op le  
scatte red  b e twe e n BFI, Cam Ind ustrial, Chemco, Southe ast Constructio n, Weste rn 
Pacific, and  Bills Electric. Along  with that we  have  b ee n working  and  sup p lying  
me mb ers to  two  nonunion comp anie s whe re  we  have  b e en b uild ing  a strong  
working  re lationship . 

We  have  mad e  many imp roveme nts in the  o ffice  to  he lp  thing s move  faste r and  
smoothe r. In January, we  ro lled  out a ne w d isp atching  syste m and  more  rece ntly 
imp le me nted  the  use  o f Ad ob e  e -sig n to  he lp  streamline  the  d isp atch p rocess.  To 
maintain fairness with job  calls, we  maintain an at home  list and  a trave l list.  This 
sep aration in tracking  our working  me mb ers allows anyone  inte re sted  in hitting  the  
road  to  d o  so  while  maintaining  the ir sp o t on the  local list.   

We  had  chang es in o ffice  staff in the  first q uarte r o f 2023.  Chrissie  jo ined  the  local 
le ad e rship  te am as the  529 O rg anize r and  has b ee n e ffective ly g rowing  and  
sup p orting  our memb ership .  Ceze l jo ined  the  te am in Ap ril as the  ne w Executive  
Ad ministrato r and  has b ee n e ffective ly making  imp ro vements throug hout the  o ffice . 

Thing s se em to  b e  p icking  up  in Saskatchewan and  hop e fully in 2024 we  can all b e  
working  at home . We  are  always looking  fo r new work op p ortunitie s and  new 
contracto rs to  work with.  Wishing  eve ryone  a safe  & p rosp e rous Holid ay Seaso n!  
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Election Results  
The  Lo ca l Unio n  Ele ct io n  w as he ld  in  J une   
and  ne w  LU o ffice rs w e re  sw o rn  in  J u ly.  
Yo ur act ing  Lo ca l Unio n  O ffice rs fo r the  ne xt  
te rm  a re :   

Pre sid ent – Rache l Siltala  

Vice  Pre sid e nt – Ray Simp son 

Business Manag e r &  
Financial Secre tary – Murray Palmer 

Tre asure r – Darre l McNulty 

Record ing  Secre tary – Chrissie  Cap rani 

Executive  Board  – Paul Jane tzki 

Executive  Board  – Jason Garre tt 

Executive  Board  – Ke ith Thib ault 

Executive  Board  – Gre g  Bid en 

Executive  Board  – Symp athy Moyo 

 Training & 
Education 
The  Ap p re n tice sh ip  Ince n tive  Gran t  (AIG) 
he lp s you p ay fo r exp ense s while  you train as 
an ap p rentice  in a d esig nated  Red  Se al trad e . 

• The  AIG is a taxab le  g rant worth $1,000 
p e r leve l, award ed  to  reg iste red  
ap p rentice s. 

• You must comp le te  your first year/ leve l 
(o r eq uivale nt) to  ap p ly fo r the  AIG. 

• You can ap p ly fo r this g rant twice  
d uring  your training  (fo r a maximum of 
$2,000) 

• You can ap p ly fo r your second  AIG 
afte r comp le ting  your seco nd  
year/ leve l (o r eq uivalent) o f training . 

The  Ap p re n tice sh ip  Co m p le t io n  Gran t  (ACG) 
is a one -time  taxab le  cash g rant life time  
amount o f $2,000 p e r p e rson fo r reg iste red  
ap p rentice s. It is fo r reg iste red  ap p re ntice s 
who: 

• successfully comp le te  the ir 
ap p rentice ship  training  p rog ram, and  

• g e t the ir journeyp e rso n ce rtification in 
a d esig nated  Red  Seal trad e . 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/jobs/training/supp
ort-skilled-trades-apprentices/grants.html  

Tra in ing  p ro vid e d  in  2 0 2 3 : 

• Construction Stewart 
Training  

• QEW Training  
• Zoom Boom 

 
Co ng ra tu la t io ns! 

Ne w  J o urne yp e rso ns in  2 0 2 3 : 

• Thomas Volkov (June  2023) 
• Cod y Shulko  (May 2023)  

 

http://www.red-seal.ca/trades/tr.1d.2s_l.3st-eng.html
http://www.red-seal.ca/w.2lc.4m.2-eng.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/jobs/training/support-skilled-trades-apprentices/grants.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/jobs/training/support-skilled-trades-apprentices/grants.html
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2023 Annual Golf 
Tournament 
Afte r se ve ra l ye a rs o n  p ause , w e  w e re  p le a se d  to  
co o rd ina te  the  2 0 2 3  ann ua l g o lf to urnam e nt! 

The  g o lf tourname nt took p lace  at Rosthe rn Valley Golf 
Course  on Aug ust 26, 2023.  The  we athe r was p e rfect fo r 
a Te xas Scramb le  and  the  vib e  on the  course  was 
che e rful and  re laxe d !    We  were  ab le  to  p ut to g e the r 6 
te ams with a to tal o f 24 p e op le  in atte nd ance .  

We  thank our contracto rs and  union p artne rs fo r the ir 
g e ne ro us d onations that allowed  us to  award  p rize s to  
eve ryone  in attend ance .  The  Grand  Prize , sup p lied  b y 
the  memb ership  was a Pit Boss smoke r, and  it was won 
b y Tom Greschne r.    

The  winning  te am went to  current Business Manag e r, 
Murray Palmer, LU529 me mb er Devin Carte r, and  To m 
Korchinski.  Jo in us next ye ar fo r your chance  to  have  
your name  e ng raved  o n the  trop hy!  

 Pe nsio ne rs Bre akfa st  
Breakfast was he ld  on O cto b e r 13, 2023, at the  
529 Hall to  honor and  re unite  our p ast and  
re tired  memb ers.  Ap p roximate ly 20 me mb ers 
came  o ut to  enjoy p ancakes, e g g s, sausag e , 
and  g ood  comp any.  Some  memb ers in 
attend ance  were  award ed  years o f se rvice  p ins 
from the  IBEW inte rnational o ffice .   

This was an enjoyab le  morning , and  we  thank 
eve ryone  in attend ance  fo r coming  out! 

     

 

 

 

 

Co ffe e  Club  
The  Pensione rs Coffee  Club  – me e ts we ekly at 
Fud d rucke rs on 8th Stre e t – Tuesd ay morning  
at 10 am.    

All Pe nsione rs are  we lcome ! 

NEW Re tire e s in  2 0 2 3 : 

Ke ith Malp ass, Rob e rt Pee b le s, Elwin Brons, 
J im Te ne tuik, Ernest Harrison, Rick Simp son, 
Richard  Carson, Pe te r Pop off, Meryl Roach 

New IBEW 529 Members in 2023: 
• Desmond  Coward , Tyle r Asse lin, Kolton Cyr, Kirk Elias, Gre g  Larson, Brand on Basarab a, 

Travis Nord al, Thomas Fitzg e rald , Nick Balofinos, Ethan Schewag a, Spe nce r Alb us, Aid e n 
Balab e rd a, Matthe w Hatche r, Laure n Poorman, Brad e n Wilson, Ke nd all Wuttune e , Je remy 
Carb e ry, Zac He nd ricks, Cory Wing e rt, Curtis Zazula, Dillon Houd ek 

• As of Dece mb e r 2023, we  are  218 Me mb e rs Strong !  

“Wha t d o  you  ca ll it  
w he n  yo u  ste a l 
so m e o ne ’s co ffe e ?”   

         Mug g in ’    



   

Local 529 
  

Membership Benefits 
Co ug hlin  is o ur Plan  Ad m in istra to r 

We b  Po rta l:  http s:/ /www.coug hlin.ca/en/p ortal.asp x  

Check your current usag e  o f your b ene fits and  H.S.A 
b alance  b y log g ing  o nto  the  Coug hlin We b p ag e . 

Neve r hesitate  to  call our Plan Ad ministrato r, Coug hlin & 
Associate s.  1-888-204-1234 

Coug hlin is now offe ring  Pre -Authorized  Dep osits.  Click 
he re  fo r more  information.  Fast , Easy & Se cure !  

CO MING SO O N – As o f January 1, 2024, vCare  O n-
Demand  Healthcare  will b e  ad d ed  to  IBEW529 He alth & 
Welfare  Bene fit Packag e , more  info  to  fo llow…. 

Up d a ting  Be ne ficia rie s 
Review your d esig nated  b ene ficiarie s re g ularly to  ensure  
any d e ath b e ne fit p ayab le  is d isb ursed  accord ing ly.  
Forms are  availab le  on the  web p ag e  and  at the  Hall and  
must b e  sub mitted  to  Coug hlin & Associate s. 

Pe nsio n  Pla n   
2 0 2 3  Inve stm e nt Sta te m e nts w ill b e  m a ile d  o u t  May – 
J une  o f 2 0 2 4  – p lease  e nsure  Coug hlin has your current 
ad d re ss!  

Tra in ing   
Training  is always ong oing , p lease  contact the  Hall fo r 
any training  inq uirie s o r re q uirements. 

Up co m ing  Tra in ing  in  2 0 2 4  

• Qualified  Electrical Worke r Training  
• Cod e  of Exce lle nce  Training  

 Ge ne ra l In fo rm a tio n  
Up coming  Me mb ership  Dues Incre ase  from 
$60 p e r month to  $61 p e r month on J u ly 1 , 
2 0 2 4  

Cred it Card  Auto  Payments NO W ava ilab le . 

Notary Pub lic Se rvice s availab le  to  Memb ers 
Fre e  o f Cha rg e !  

Check o ut IBEW Sw ag  on our Web site  o r 
d rop  b y the  Hall, we  have  Hood ie s and  
Challeng e  Coins!  

Tax Re ce ip ts fo r memb ership  d ues to  b e  
sent o ut in Fe b ruary 2024 

All me mb ers are  req uired  to  ke ep  the ir 
p e rso na l co n tact  in fo rm a tio n  up  to  d a te .  
Ple ase  no tify the  hall o f any ad d re ss, p hone  
numb er o r e mail chang es to  ensure  you are  
kep t up  on imp ortant corre sp ond ence  and  
emp loyment op p ortunitie s!  

Me m b e rsh ip  Me e ting s: 
He ld  on the  4 th Tue sd ay o f e ve ry m o nth  a t  
7 :0 0  p m at the  LU529 Hall at Unit 10-3703 
Kochar Ave nue , Saskatoo n, Saskatchewan. 

Co lle ct ive  Ba rg a in ing  Ag re e m e nts 
Ne w Ag re ement in e ffect as o f May 28, 2023, 
and  availab le  to  view on o ur web site . 

BIG THANK YOU for keep ing  your 

memb ership  d ues up  to  d ate !   We  have  
lowered  memb ers in arrears from 75 p e r 
month to  6 p e r month ove r the  course  of 2023!   

 In Sadness we report the passing of the following IBEW LU 
529 members in 2023: 

Henry Le tourne au – Passe d  May 15, 2023, Initiated  in 2002  
Eric Re id  – Passed  July 11, 2023, Initiated  in 1978 
Fred  Acke rman – Passed  O ctob e r 11, 2023, Initia ted  in 1968 
Ed ward  Herman – Passed  O ctob e r 15, 2023, Initia te d  in 1963 

https://www.coughlin.ca/en/portal.aspx
https://www.coughlin.ca/en/claims-administration/claims-forms/claims-forms-winnipeg.aspx
https://ibew529.com/
https://ibew529.com/


 

 

 

 

 Thyristo rs Ke e w a tin o h k Co nve rte rs  
 Site  C Hyd ro  – Kit im a t , B.C.  

   
 
 
IBEW m em bers work in  a  wide  range  of sectors. We  bring supe rior 
skills  and  rea l-world  expe rience  eve ry day to  citie s, towns, and  m unicipa litie s across 
th is  coun try.  
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Site Photos 
EB Cam p b e ll  
Nip aw in  Saska tche w a n  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site  C Hyd ro  – Kit im a t , B.C. 

 Eve ry second  of eve ry day, IBEW m em bers 
touch  so m any live s across the  country. But 
it’s  not just abou t e lectrica l construction  
and  repa ir. It’s  abou t enrich ing the  
com m unitie s in  which  we  live , work, and  
p lay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McEllve na  Bay 
No rthe rn , Sa ska tche w an  

 

Did  you know??  Today, we  
repre sen t approxim ate ly 65,000 
m em bers from  coast to  coast to  coast 
– in  eve ry p rovince  and  te rritory. 

Nutrie n  Po ta sh  Site , Allan , Saska tche w an  
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Final Photos… 
Co ng ra tu la tio ns to  Bo b  Se m e n iuk, Winne r o f  

2 0 2 3  SITE PHOTO   
CO NTEST WINNER!!  
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