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Education

BFA, Painting & Animation
Cali fornia College of  the Arts ,  San Francisco,  CA — 2010

Pre-College,  Paint ing & Drawing
Cali fornia College of  the Arts ,  Oakland,  CA — 2004

Solo Exhibit ions

2024 — Sacred Matriarchs,  NYCH Gallery,  Chicago,  IL
2023 — Ancestral  Ident i ty,  Monarca Art  Space,  Kansas  City,  MO
2022 — Cosmic Energy,  The Culture  Candy,  Brooklyn,  NY
2019 — Life  in  Color,  Image Gal lery,  Brooklyn,  NY
2018 — The Off ic ial  Dominican Heri tage Night ,  Barclays Center,  Brooklyn,  NY
2015 — Transformation,  Charlot te  Street  Foundat ion Gal lery,  Kansas  City,  MO
2010 — The American Dream,  Cal i fornia  Col lege of  the Arts  Campus Gal lery,  San Francisco,  CA

Selected Group Exhibit ions

2025 — Women in Nature:  Taking Up Space,  Evanston Art  Center,  Evanston,  IL
    SWAIA Santa Fe Indian Market:  Native Fashion Week Collaborat ion,  Santa  Fe,  NM
    Mujer:  Poder y  Fuerza,  Matt ie  Rhodes Art  Center,  Kansas  City,  MO
    MAS Mujer  Exhibi t ,  Monarca Art  Space,  Kansas  City,  MO
2024 — Mujer,  Matt ie  Rhodes Art  Center,  Kansas  City,  MO
2022 — Indigenous Collect ive ,  Dream Catcher  Foundat ion,  Online Exhibi t ion
2021 — Arte  y  Moda Art  Basel ,  Fashion Designers  of  Lat in  America,  Miami,  FL
2019 — Soy Más,  Caelum Gallery,  New York,  NY
2017 — Fotos y  Recuerdos,  Google  Arts  & Culture  x  The Selena Museum, Corpus Chris t i ,  TX
2010 — Shades of  Voices ,  Cal i fornia  Col lege of  the Arts  Campus Gal lery,  San Francisco,  CA 

Awards & Professional  Experience

2022 — Raices  Divinas ,  Comcast  Hispanic  Heri tage Month commission,  New York,  NY
2018 — The Bronx Democrat ic  Par ty,  Deputy Borough President  Honoree Aurel ia  Greene commission,  Bronx,  NY 
2013 — Grammy Certif icate ,  Pacif ic  Mambo Orchestra ,  56th Grammy Awards,  Best  Tropical  Lat in  Album Art
2012 — Motion Graphics  Animator,  Bazi l l ion Pictures ,  Kansas  City,  MO
2011 — Motion Graphics  Intern,  Goodby Si lvers te in  & Partners ,  San Francisco,  CA

Artist  Talks & Lectures

2025 — The Cooper Union,  Graduate  & Undergraduate  Studio Visi ts  + Airbrush Demonstrat ion,  Brooklyn,  NY
2024 — Nuestra Raíces ,  A+E Networks,  New York,  NY
    Women’s  History Month,  Volar  ERG, Duck Creek Technologies ,  Kansas  City,  MO
    Native American Heri tage Month,  Cul ture  Crew,  Savage X Fenty,  Los Angeles ,  CA
2022 — Sharing Cultural  Ident i ty  Through Art ,  Spectrum Reach,  New York,  NY
    Women’s  History Month,  Hispanic  Heri tage Month,  Comcast  NBC Universal ,  New York,  NY

Community Engagement & Activism

2025 — Rebirth of  a  Nat ion ,  Farmworker  Protest  For  Digni ty  paint ing contr ibuted in  sol idar i ty,  Los Angeles ,  CA
2024 — Indigenous Not  Immigrant ,  Protest  Art  Curator,  Celebrat ion Nat ion Foundat ion,  San Jose,  CA
2023 — The Revolut ion,  or iginal  ar twork for  community empowerment ,  San Jose,  CA
    We Are Not  the Only Dreamers,  DACA advocacy piece donated for  awareness ,  San Jose,  CA
    Huelga,  ar twork honoring Indigenous & Lat inx farmworker  just ice ,  San Jose,  CA
    Cultura in  the Park,  Youth Art  Director,  Live Paint ing Demonstrat ion,  San Jose,  CA
2021 — Border Kindness ,  f inancial  contr ibut ion support ing asylum seekers  & refugees,  El  Centro,  CA

Press  & Publications

2025 — Ayala,  Migrant  s tories  through art ,  Act ivis ta  Media,  July 15
2024 — Mujer Exhibi t  Showcases Roles  of  Women in  Society,  KC Hispanic  News,  March 9
2022 — Connect ing Through Creat ion,  Comcast  NBC Universal ,  Sept  15
2021 — 8 Lat inas Proudly  Embracing Indigenous Heri tage,  PopSugar,  Oct  18
2018 — Acceso Total ,  Telemundo 47 Live Broadcast ,  Jan 31
      Artis t  Feature,  Spectrum News NY1,  La Cal le  TV, June 15
2017 — This  Lat ina Art is t  is  Dominat ing,  Lat ina Magazine,  Dec 29

PLATFOR M S

2025  — Ar t  by  Aya la  LLC ,  Commun i ty -Focused  Co l l e c t i ve ,  Me ta ,  130 K+
       
       

YESENIA VANESSA AYALA
byayala.com/port fo l io
info@byayala.com

My art centers on Indigenous women of Latin America, exploring themes of detribalization, empowerment,
and transcendence. Reflecting on the question, “Who am I beyond my body or past?”, I had to deconstruct
my sense of self-worth, confront trauma, and begin the process of healing through expression. As the daughter
of immigrant parents from Ipiales, Colombia, my identity is shaped by my first-generation experiences and
Andean heritage. Colonization’s erasure of Indigenous cultures led to their marginalization.

In response to this history, I collaborate with the women in my family and inner circle, who serve as models
in my paintings. Blending oil painting and airbrush techniques, I explore their duality—airbrush, a medium
I learned in my inner-city community for memorial portraits, and oil painting, which roots my work in classical
tradition and connects to the cultural indoctrination of Catholicism. I push the capabilities of both materials
to create realistic portrayals and ethereal worlds.

My current portraits are a visual manifestation of the regal figures I longed to see, counteracting my experience
with my mother. She is a strong yet humble woman who has carried shame in being Indigenous. I often felt invisible
and yearned to see all of who I am reflected in the world around me. This drove me to seek emblems of power,
inspired by Andean artifacts. I designed headdresses using 24k gold leaf and emeralds native to Colombia.
My father, an ornate wood carver, has left an indelible mark despite my struggles with his mental illness.
By incorporating Andean designs and fragments of family heirlooms into my work, I create a new visual narrative
that celebrates the aesthetic woven into the legacy of our DNA. My art is bold, unapologetic, and reclaims space.

Raised in a Latin household, my use of Catholic iconography confronts the impositions of religious dogma.
In my practice, I receive these images from my subconscious through meditation, during which I transform the
sacred and surreal into a space of personal sanctuary. These reimagined symbols serve as tools for cultural
reclamation and allow me to emphasize the importance of symmetrical patterns over the physical body.
These motifs are not merely decorative; they serve as metaphors for the human soul. They symbolize the
unique perfection of each individual, offering a universal language and spiritual freedom beyond identity.

Ultimately, my work is about healing and a transformative journey of self-discovery. This is why I am applying
to the Yale School of Art; your community will provide me with the opportunity to refine my voice and explore
my craft with intellectual rigor and authenticity. With over a decade of experience as both an artist and healer,
I bring a unique energy and insight to create spaces for collective healing. Through years of convalescence,
research, and exploration, I am committed to nurturing these transformative qualities and contributing
meaningfully to a dynamic, competitive environment that drives creative evolution. I look forward to sharing
my work and continuing my journey as an artist with you. Thank you very much for your consideration.

       

       


