
VANESSA AYALA

L ives  and  works  i n  New York  C i t y
byaya la .com/por t fo l i o
in fo@byaya la .com
 
EDUCATION

BFA Ca l i fo rn ia  Co l lege  o f  the  Ar ts
2010    Pa in t i ng  +  An ima t ion ,  San  F ranc isco ,  CA 

GROUP EXHIBIT IONS

2025    L iv ing  Ind igenous ly ,  De laware  A r t  Museum,  Wi lm ing ton ,  DE
        Women in  Na tu re :  Tak ing  Up  Space ,  Evans ton  A r t  Cen te r,  Evans ton ,  I L
        SWAIA San ta  Fe  Ind ian  Marke t :  K.  Look inghorse ,  F ine  A r t  x  NFW,  San ta  Fe ,  NM
        Roo ts  tha t  c rack  the  conc re te ,  Raven ’s  Ga l l e ry,  Los  Ange les ,  CA  
        Muje r :  Poder  y  Fuerza ,  Ma t t i e  Rhodes  Ar t  Cen te r,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
        MAS Mu je r  Exh ib i t ,  Monarca  A r t  Space ,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
2024    Muje r,  Women ’s  H is to ry  Mon th ,  Mat t i e  Rhodes  Ar t  Cen te r,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
2022    I nd igenous  Co l l ec t i ve ,  Eugene  Brave  Rock  Dream Ca tche r  Founda t ion ,  On l i ne  Exh ib i t
2021    Ar t  Base l  LATAM Ar te  y  Moda ,  Powered  by  FDLA,  M iami ,  FL
2019    Soy  Más ,  Cae lum Ga l le ry,  New York ,  NY
2017    Fo tos  y  Recuerdos ,  Goog le  A r t s  &  Cu l tu re  x  The  Se lena  Museum,  Corpus  Chr i s t i ,  TX
2010    Shades  o f  Vo ices ,  Ca l i f o rn ia  Co l l ege  o f  t he  A r t s  Ga l l e ry,  San  F ranc i sco ,  CA

SOLO EXHIBIT IONS

2024    Sacred  Ma t r i a rchs ,  NYCH Ga l le ry,  Ch icago ,  IL
2023    Ances t ra l  I den t i t y,  Monarca  A r t  Space ,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
2022    Cosmic  Energy,  The  Cu l tu re  Candy,  B rook l yn ,  NY
2019    L i fe  i n  Co lo r,  Image  Ga l le ry,  B rook l yn ,  NY
2018    The  Offic ia l  Dan f .  Domin i can  Her i t age  N igh t ,  Ba rc lays  Cen te r,  B rook l yn ,  NY
2015    Trans fo rma t ion ,  Char lo t te  S t ree t  Founda t ion  Ga l l e ry,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
2010    The  Amer i can  Dream,  Ca l i f o rn ia  Co l l ege  o f  t he  A r t s  Ga l l e ry,  San  F ranc i sco ,  CA

ARTIST TALKS & LECTURES 
2025    The  Cooper  Un ion ,  G radua te  &  Underg radua te  s tud io  v i s i t ,  a i rb rush  demons t ra t i on ,  B rook l yn ,  NY
2024    Nues t ra  Ra íces ,  A +  E  Ne tworks ,  New York ,  NY
        Women ’s  H is to ry  Mon th ,  Vo la r  ERG,  Duck  Creek  Techno log ies ,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
        Na t i ve  Amer i can  Her i t age  Mon th ,  Cu l tu re  Crew,  Savage  X  Fen ty,  Los  Ange les ,  CA
2022    Shar ing  Cu l tu ra l  I den t i t y  Th rough  Ar t ,  Spec t rum Reach ,  New York ,  NY
        Women ’s  H is to ry  Mon th ,  H ispan ic  Her i t age  Mon th ,  Comcas t  NBC Un ive rsa l ,  New York ,  NY

AWARDS & PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2022    Ra ices  D iv inas ,  Comcas t  H ispan ic  Her i t age  Mon th  commiss ion ,  New York ,  NY
2018    The  Bronx  Democra t i c  Pa r t y,  Depu ty  Borough  Pres iden t  Honoree ,  commiss ion ,  B ronx ,  NY 
2013    Grammy Cer t i fica te ,  Pac ific  Mambo Orches t ra ,  56 th  Bes t  Trop ica l  A lbum Graph ic  A r t
2012    Mo t ion  Graph ics  An ima to r,  Baz i l l i on  P ic tu res ,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
2011    Mo t ion  Graph ics  In te rn ,  Goodby  S i l ve rs te in  &  Par tne rs ,  San  F ranc i sco ,  CA

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

2025    Reb i r th  o f  a  Na t ion :  Fa rmworke r  P ro tes t  Fo r  D ign i t y ,  d ig i t a l  a r t  dona t ion ,  Los  Ange les ,  CA
2024    I nd igenous  No t  Immig ran t :  A r t  Con tes t  Cura to r,  Ce leb ra t i on  Na t ion  Founda t ion ,  San  Jose ,  CA
2023    We Are  No t  the  On ly  Dreamers ,  DACA advocacy  and  o r ig ina l  a r t  dona t ion ,  San  Jose ,  CA
        Cu l tu ra  i n  the  Park :  You th  A r t  D i rec to r ,  l i ve  pa in t i ng  demons t ra t i on ,  San  Jose ,  CA
2021    Border  K indness ,  a r t  p roceeds  fo r  asy lum seeker  &  re fugee  a id ,  E l  Cen t ro ,  CA

PRESS & PUBLICATIONS

2025    Migran t  S to r ies  Th rough  Ar t ,  Ac t i v i s ta  Med ia ,  Ju l y  15
2024    Muje r  Exh ib i t  Showcases  Ro les  o f  Women in  Soc ie ty,  KC H ispan ic  News ,  March  9
2022    Connec t ing  Th rough  Crea t ion ,  Comcas t  NBCUn ive rsa l ,  Sep t  15
        S to r i es  &  Ins igh ts :  Mee t  Aya la ,  Canvas  Rebe l ,  Sep t  26
2018    Acceso  To ta l ,  Te lemundo  47  L i ve  B roadcas t ,  Jan  31
2017    Th is  La t i na  A r t i s t  i s  Domina t ing ,  La t i na  Magaz ine ,  Dec  29

P L AT F O R M S

2 0 2 5  —  A r t  b y  Ay a l a  L L C ,  C o m m u n i t y - F o c u s e d  C o l l e c t i v e ,  M e t a ,  1 3 0 K+
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GROUP EXHIBIT IONS

2025    L iv ing  Ind igenous ly ,  De laware  A r t  Museum,  Wi lm ing ton ,  DE
        Women in  Na tu re :  Tak ing  Up  Space ,  Evans ton  A r t  Cen te r,  Evans ton ,  I L
        SWAIA San ta  Fe  Ind ian  Marke t :  K.  Look inghorse ,  F ine  A r t  x  NFW,  San ta  Fe ,  NM
        Roo ts  tha t  c rack  the  conc re te ,   
        Muje r :  Poder  y  Fuerza ,  Ma t t i e  Rhodes  Ar t  Cen te r,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
        MAS Mu je r  Exh ib i t ,  Monarca  A r t  Space ,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
2024    Ma t t i e  Rhodes  Ar t  Cen te r,  Kansas  C i t y,  MO
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2025    ,  d ig i t a l  a r t  dona t ion ,  Los  Ange les ,  CA
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YESENIA VANESSA AYALA
byayala.com/port fo l io
info@byayala.com

My art centers on Indigenous women of Latin America, exploring themes of detribalization, empowerment,
and transcendence. Reflecting on the question, “Who am I beyond my body or past?”, I had to deconstruct
my sense of self-worth, confront trauma, and begin the process of healing through expression. As the daughter
of immigrant parents from Ipiales, Colombia, my identity is shaped by my first-generation experiences and
Andean heritage. Colonization’s erasure of Indigenous cultures led to their marginalization.

In response to this history, I collaborate with the women in my family and inner circle, who serve as models
in my paintings. Blending oil painting and airbrush techniques, I explore their duality—airbrush, a medium
I learned in my inner-city community for memorial portraits, and oil painting, which roots my work in classical
tradition and connects to the cultural indoctrination of Catholicism. I push the capabilities of both materials
to create realistic portrayals and ethereal worlds.

My current portraits are a visual manifestation of the regal figures I longed to see, counteracting my experience
with my mother. She is a strong yet humble woman who has carried shame in being Indigenous. I often felt invisible
and yearned to see all of who I am reflected in the world around me. This drove me to seek emblems of power,
inspired by Andean artifacts. I designed headdresses using 24k gold leaf and emeralds native to Colombia.
My father, an ornate wood carver, has left an indelible mark despite my struggles with his mental illness.
By incorporating Andean designs and fragments of family heirlooms into my work, I create a new visual narrative
that celebrates the aesthetic woven into the legacy of our DNA. My art is bold, unapologetic, and reclaims space.

Raised in a Latin household, my use of Catholic iconography confronts the impositions of religious dogma.
In my practice, I receive these images from my subconscious through meditation, during which I transform the
sacred and surreal into a space of personal sanctuary. These reimagined symbols serve as tools for cultural
reclamation and allow me to emphasize the importance of symmetrical patterns over the physical body.
These motifs are not merely decorative; they serve as metaphors for the human soul. They symbolize the
unique perfection of each individual, offering a universal language and spiritual freedom beyond identity.

Ultimately, my work is about healing and a transformative journey of self-discovery. This is why I am applying
to the Yale School of Art; your community will provide me with the opportunity to refine my voice and explore
my craft with intellectual rigor and authenticity. With over a decade of experience as both an artist and healer,
I bring a unique energy and insight to create spaces for collective healing. Through years of convalescence,
research, and exploration, I am committed to nurturing these transformative qualities and contributing
meaningfully to a dynamic, competitive environment that drives creative evolution. I look forward to sharing
my work and continuing my journey as an artist with you. Thank you very much for your consideration.

       

       


