
Appendix D – Information Operations Mechanism: Pairing With Authority for Credibility 

Purpose 

This appendix provides a formal, mechanism-level explanation of how actors, movements, 
and narratives borrow legitimacy through pairing with authority, an information operations 
(IO) technique that attaches a claim to a pre-existing source of moral, institutional, or 
cultural credibility. This mechanism directly supports and operationalizes the A → B → C → D 
→ E logical chain established in Appendix A. 

Overview of the IO Mechanism 

1. Authority Source 

Systems with established legitimacy—moral, institutional, cultural, or scientific—serve as 
the foundation from which credibility can be borrowed. 

• Christian ethics — moral obligation, accountability, care for the vulnerable 

o Hauerwas, A Community of Character 

o Bonhoeffer, Ethics 

o Niebuhr, Moral Man and Immoral Society 

• Constitutional principles — rule of law, civic accountability 

o Levinson, Constitutional Faith 

o Tulis, The Rhetorical Presidency 

• Humanitarian norms — universal moral obligations 

o Slim, Humanitarian Ethics 

o Barnett, Empire of Humanity 

• Scientific standards — reproducibility, transparency, peer review 

o Popper, The Logic of Scientific Discovery 

o Merton, “The Normative Structure of Science” 

These systems possess real authority because they carry real accountability 
requirements. 

2. Borrowing Actor 



Actors lacking inherent moral accountability attach themselves to authority sources to 
compensate for deficits in legitimacy. 

• Christian nationalism 

o Whitehead & Perry, Taking America Back for God 

o Gorski & Perry, The Flag and the Cross 

• Grievance politics 

o Hochschild, Strangers in Their Own Land 

o Mounk, The People vs. Democracy 

• Identity-based authority claims 

o Anderson, Imagined Communities 

o Brubaker, Ethnicity Without Groups 

These actors require borrowed authority because their claims cannot stand 
independently. 

3. Pairing Mechanism 

The techniques used to attach themselves to legitimate authority sources include: 

• Symbolic alignment (“heritage values,” “biblical worldview,” “Christian nation”) 

o McAlexander, “Symbolic Politics and Identity Claims” 

• Language mimicry Using Christian moral vocabulary without Christian moral 
obligations 

o Lakoff, Moral Politics 

• Selective citation Quoting scripture, founders, or humanitarian principles without 
context 

o Barton, The Jefferson Lies (as critique) 

o Fea, Was America Founded as a Christian Nation? 

• Moral branding Using Christian identity as a political credential 

o Marti, American Christianities 

These mechanisms create the appearance of legitimacy without the substance. 



4. Credibility Transfer 

Borrowed authority is used to validate claims that would otherwise collapse under scrutiny. 

• Christian language → political legitimacy 

o Gorski, American Covenant 

• Moral identity → policy justification 

o Williams, The Politics of Morality 

• Religious symbolism → credibility shield 

o Bruce, God Is Dead? 

This transfer is not earned; it is appropriated. 

5. Accountability Avoidance 

Borrowing actors reject the obligations required by the authority source. 

• Christian ethics requires accountability 

o Yoder, The Politics of Jesus 

o Augustine, City of God 

• Christian nationalism rejects accountability 

o Whitehead & Perry, Taking America Back for God 

o Gorski & Perry, The Flag and the Cross 

This is the IO contradiction at the heart of the memo series: 

You cannot borrow authority without inheriting its accountability requirements. If you 
reject accountability, the authority claim collapses. 

This collapse is the structural failure identified in Appendix A and validated in Appendix C. 
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