
A glimpse at what we have accomplished in 
the past year



Israel Day at the Federation

The Alliance had a strong presence at Israel Day 
at the Jewish Federation. Several board members

 maned a table promoting our organization
 which resulted in several new people joining 

the Alliance.



Demonstrations to Save the Hostages

Demonstrations in Sarasota continued in support of the hostages on 
Saturday mornings at the downtown Farmers Market and with 
Run for their Lives, on Sunday evenings



Living Room Conversations and Potluck Dinners

The Alliance has started several living room conversations 

with members on topics ranging from the “Rules of War”, to 

“Immigration Stories from Members”, to the “STOP Woke Act of 
2022 and its Legacies for Florida's Academics”



Living Room Conversation

ANTI-SEMITISM: HOW SECURE ARE WE? 
Discussion led by Tom Baugher, Community Security Director for the 
Jewish Federation and facilitated by David Kaufman, SJA Board member



Partnering with the Gathering

Alliance members attended a vigil at Payne Park 
sponsored by one of our collaborative groups, 
“The Gathering”. Program led by Rev. Bixby.  



Attending the vigil on Behalf of Immigrants

• Rabbis Michael Shefrin and Mimi Weisel, 
Sarasota School Board member Tom Edwards, 
Julie Friedman, Robin Taub Williams, Don 
Friedman, Marty Goldstein, Norman Olshansky, 
and Reverend Wes Bixby



Attending protest at Alligator Alcatraz





Legislative Meeting
1. Several board members attended a legislative meeting with our Florida state representatives. (The meeting was sponsored by the Federation). We brought two issues to their attention.
  A.  A new bill that will put more religion in the schools and if passed, would be a major violation of church state separation.
  B.  Concern over the appointment of an antisemitic individual to be a trustee at the University of West Florida.

2.  We have submitted several letters to the editor on issues related to immigration, Israel, antisemitism and potential deportation of Khalil. Check them out on our website Kvelling link
3.  We have met with several congregations to form collaborations and help with programming.  Also we are pleased that 8 local rabbis have joined the Alliance.
4.  Our representatives have testified about immigration issues at the Sarasota County Commission and also about issues that affect our schools and education at the Sarasota County 
School Board.



Reproductive Rights

Prior to the referendum on Choice, the Alliance held a program 
with Forida Humanities on Reproductive Rights.  Presenters
were Rabbis Singer and Weisel.



Book Banning Program With Temple Emanu-El



The Suncoast Jewish Alliance stands steadfastly with the 
Jewish State of Israel and held an emergency Zoom 
discussion just for Alliance members to respond to our 
immediate concerns. Board member Professor Uzi Baram 
and Alliance President Norm Olshansky provided a concise, 
history overview and then moderated the discussion. 



ADVOCACY AT SCHOOL BOARD RALLY AGAINST PROPOSAL TO 
SUPPORT ICE IN THE SCHOOLS



Ripped From the Headlines: 
From Program This Morning in Tampa 

January 25  at Kol Ami Congregation Tampa



Community Presentations and Educational Events

• Bay Plaza                                                  Upcoming

• Cascades                                                  League of Women’s Voters

• Jewish War Veterans                              Social Justice Alliance

• TBS Mens Club                                        Temple Beth Israel LBK

• Manatee Dems Club                            

• TBS Education Committee

• Venice Jewish Congregation Board

• Temple EmanuEl

• Kol Ami Congregation Tampa



Co Sponsor of Israeli Hostage Event



Partnering with Immigration Justice Coalition

•

COMIDAS PARA NUESTROS VECINOS
Many people in our

community are unable to

leave their homes.

Food



Living Room Conversation Immigration

IMMIGRATION JUSTICE COALITION 

• Discussion led by Maria Robayo and Juan Pablo Salas 
• and facilitated by Uzi Baram, Alliance Board Member and 
  Program Chairman



LRC with Dr. Bruce Abramson: New College
              Discussion on Florida Stop the Woke Act



Christian Roots of Antisemitism
LRC Presented by Reverand Wes Bixby



Living Room Conversation with Tampa and       
National Staff from the Anti-Defamation League

Come to a Living Room Conversation with Friends 

and  Potluck Dinner 

ADL Mission: “to stop the defamation of  the Jewish 

people and to secure justice and fair treatment to all”  

Discussion led by Lucas Martinez, Director of  Strategic Partnerships and  

Emily Bernstein, Tampa Bay Community Manager  

 

A briefing on  the national, state, and regional trends in antisemitism and  

latest ADL initiatives 

Sunday December 7, 2025, starting at 5 pm 

Hosted by Karen and Paul Kade  

Please RSVP to suncoastjewishalliance1@gmail.com  

by November 21st for directions to their home and  

for suggestions on what you can bring for the potluck  



Antisemitism in Florida 
Living Room Conversation



The Art of War Living Room Conversation
February 15th, 2026

Potluck Dinner

Discussion led by

David Kaufman

Sunday February 15th, starting at 5 pm

Hosted by Julie and Don Friedman

RSVP to suncoastjewishalliance1@gmail.com by February 7th 
for directions to their home

• Bring your favorite dish for the potluck



Topics: Opinion Editorials and LTE’s in 
      Herald Tribune by Members of the Alliance

Charlie Kirk     Separation of Church and State
Freedom of Speech               Gaza Real Estate
Antisemitism                FSU trustee appointment
Anti Israel Rhetoric    UNWRA
BDS      Appreciation of Dr Fauci
Gaza War     New Laws re: Public Schools
Immigration and ICE    College Campus Protests
War Against Libraries   Invocations at School Bd Meetings

         
Opposition to Problematic School Board and Florida Legislation



A Few of our Collaborating Organizations



Reminder:  Dues for 2026 are now due
Additional contributions are always appreciated



Tuesday,  January 27,  2026
6:00 PM

Sainer Pavi lion

Join us at New College of Florida for Gloria Z. Greenfield’s newest documentary, A Collective 

Descent into Evil: The Lethal Obsession with Jews and the Jewish State (2026).

The film delivers a powerful examination of the forces driving modern antisemitism, hostility 

toward Israel, and the broader ideological threats to Western civilization. Through expert voices, 

the film clarifies what is at stake and what must be done to confront these dangers.

An award-winning filmmaker and founder of Doc Emet Productions, Greenfield has spent more 

than 15 years strengthening Jewish identity and confronting ideological attacks on democracy 

through internationally acclaimed films translated into ten languages. Her notable works 

include Civilization in the Danger Zone, The Fight of Our Lives, Unmasked Judeophobia, 

and The Case for Israel.



FYI: Future Events By Other Organizations 



FYI



FYI



FYI
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