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Highland Lakes in Central Texas: 
Lake Buchanan, Inks Lake, Lake LBJ, Lake Marble Falls, Lake Travis and Lake Austin.

Lake Buchanan - Is the second largest of the Highland Lakes in Central Texas with a length of 30 miles and a width at the widest point of just under 5 miles. 
Lake Buchanan has a shoreline of 124 miles.  When it was built, Buchanan Dam was considered to be the longest multiple-arch dam in the U.S. with a length 
of just over two miles. The lake is very popular with boaters, fishermen, campers and swimmers.  The lake is so large that you will never feel crowded.  The 
annual Lake Buchanan Regatta and Dam Jam is held at Cedar Lodge each April.  Dozens of boats participate in the regatta and live music is performed by artists 
coming to Lake Buchanan from over 1,000 miles to participate in the event.  Lake Buchanan is located 60 miles northwest of Austin and 95 miles north of San 
Antonio.  It is about 200 miles south of Dallas and Fort Worth and 200 miles west of Houston.

Inks Lake - Located 55 miles northwest of Austin, Texas on Highway 29, Inks Lake is the next lake down the Colorado River from Lake Buchanan.  It starts 
just a short distance from the base of Buchanan Dam.  With a length of 4.2 miles and a width of 3,000 feet, Inks Lake is the shortest of the first four lakes but 
is also one of the prettiest. The boating and water skiing are fantastic on Inks Lake. The State Park is a 1,200 acre panorama of cedar and oak woodlands and  
offers swimming, boating, fishing, hiking, and BBQing.  Inks Lake is well-known for its bass, crappie and catfish.  Highland Lakes Public Golf Club is a 9 Hole, 
Public Course, located on Inks Lake on Park Road 4 a few minutes south of Hwy 29.  This course is only about a 15 minute drive from Burnet and 20 minutes 
from Marble Falls,Texas. The lake is also well known for it’s 7.5 miles of hiking trails.

Lake LBJ - Lake LBJ, named after President Lyndon B. Johnson, starts at Kingsland and goes all of the way to Horseshoe Bay, 45 miles northwest of Austin.   
Lake LBJ is one of the largest normally at constant level lake in the United States, and is just over 21 miles long with a maximum width of 10,800 feet.  Lake 
LBJ is perfect for sailing, boating, waterskiing, jetskiing, and all water related activities. Tourists are attracted from all over Texas and the U.S. to take advantage 
of this big beautiful lake.

Lake Marble Falls - Lake Marble Falls is the 4th lake in the Highland Lakes string of lakes on the Colorado River in the Central Texas Hill Country.  Lake Marble 
Falls is a normally constant level lake and is popular for boating, and waterskiing.  It is 5.75 miles long and 1,080 feet wide in the widest area. The annual 
Cigarette Boat Race is hosted on Lake Marble Falls in the town of Marble Falls. Lake Marble Falls is located at the booming town of Marble Falls about 45 miles 
northwest of Austin.  It can be reached from Austin by driving out Highway 71 and then north on Highway 281, or by going west on Highway 1431 out of 
Cedar Park on the north edge of Austin.

Lake Travis - Lake Travis has the largest storage capacity of the seven reservoirs known as the Highland Lakes, and stretches 65 miles (105 km) upriver from 
western Travis County in a highly serpentine course into southern Burnet County to Max Starcke Dam, southwest of the town of Marble Falls. The Pedernales 
River, a major tributary of the Colorado River, flows into the lake from the southwest in western Travis County. The lake is used for flood control, water supply, 
electrical power generation and recreation. Because of its volume, the lake serves as the primary flood control reservoir of the Highland Lake chain. The level 
of the lake can therefore vary dramatically, depending on the amount of rainfall in the Colorado River basin upstream. Despite this, the lake furnishes one of 
the most desired locations in the region for outdoor recreation, including fishing, boating, swimming, scuba diving, picnicking, camping, and zip lining. Lake 
Travis is generally considered one of the clearest lakes in Texas. It is a vital water supply for the nearby city of Austin, Texas and the surrounding metropolitan area.

Lake Austin - Lake Austin is the sixth lake down in the chain of Highland Lakes on the Colorado River in Central Texas.  The lake starts at the Mansfield Dam 
and ends at the Tom Miller Dam in the city of Austin.  Lake Austin has high cliffs in places along the shore of the lake which provide shelter from the wind for 
the best in boating activities.  The cliffs are dotted with expensive homes overlooking the lake.

Lady Bird Lake - A seventh lake, which is not considered a part of the Highland Lakes chain, is Lady Bird Lake in Austin. Lady Bird Lake (formerly known as 
Town Lake) is in the city of Austin, Texas.  Lady Bird Lake runs between Riverside Drive and 1st Street in the downtown area of Austin.  Interstate I-35 goes over 
Lady Bird Lake as you are driving through Austin. Lady Bird Lake is 6 miles long and from 400 feet to 2,500 feet wide at it widest point and has an average 
depth of 14 feet.  Lady Bird Lake is just downstream from Lake Austin on the Colorado River.  Lady Bird Lake is a placid lake and is a constant level lake, ideal 
for canoeing.  Swimming, motorized boats and jet skis are not allowed in Lady Bird Lake.Tourists and local residents enjoy canoeing on Lady Bird Lake. You 
can take a nice long walk or do a little jogging along the trails beside the lake.
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