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About chevy chase’s
growth fund project

A  L I T T L E  B I T  A B O U T  O U R
P R O J E C T :

The Chevy Chase Streetscape
Beautif ication Project aimed to enhance
the functionality,  aesthetic appeal,  and
community experience of Chevy Chase.
The project focused on the rejuvenation
of sidewalk and street-level
environments,  including improvements
to the business sidewalk cafes,  corridor
l ighting and facade improvements,  and
corridor landscaping.  The goal is  to
support business owners in creating
vibrant,  visually appealing spaces that
attract customers,  encourage them to
stay on the corridor,  and create
memorable experiences.
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Project narrative
The Growth Funds from the Department of Small  and Local  Business
Development al lowed us to undertake the largest strategic project along the
corridor in the Main Street’s history.  At a t ime when few small  businesses
have the capital  to complete aesthetic changes that are vital  to their success
but not as urgent to their bottom l ine,  the impact of these sub grants and
projects wil l  be felt  for many years to come.
We focused on awnings,  murals,  facades,  and beautifying the streetscape to
give this corridor a much needed l ift .

Fol lowing the init ial  grant award, the project scope was refined to ensure that
all  resources were directed toward high-impact,  feasible improvements along
the Chevy Chase commercial  corridor.  Several  originally identif ied businesses
elected not to move forward, al lowing CCMS to reallocate funds toward other
shovel-ready projects that would del iver clear and visible community benefits.
All  revised project components have now been successful ly completed,  resulting
in tangible improvements to both individual storefronts and the corridor’s
overall  streetscape.

“Small town values
with big city price
tags. . .”

Chevy Chase DC is  a small ,  t ight knit
community.  While the community supports
their small  businesses,  many are unaware of
how vulnerable their favorite neighborhood
spot is .  Through tariffs,  federal  layoffs,  and
economic uncertainty,  these small  businesses
have razor thin profit  margins and the cost of
being a business in the district  continues to
skyrocket.
When a business in this neighborhood has a
tattered banner,  chipping paint,  or unkept
garden,  the neighborhood notices and
complains;  but few businesses have the
resources or bandwidth to keep their
businesses prestine in today’s cl imate.



TASK DESCRIPT ION
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Project overview
T W O  N E W  B U S I N E S S E S  A N D  T W O  L E G A C Y  B U S I N E S S E S  G E T  A   
B O O S T ,  A N D  T H E  W H O L E  C O R R I D O R  W I N S  W I T H  N E W  T R E E
B O X E S

NEW STREET FACING FACADE
IMPROVEMENT

C H I L D ’ S  P L A Y  M U R A L This beloved neighborhood staple is one of the few
independent children’s toy stores left in the city! Updating

the lighting and mural on this facade has made a huge
impact on the corridor and has positive implications for
their marketing and sales reach due to the anticipation

and excitement around the project.

A NEW BUSINESS THAT NEEDED A LIFT
S K I P S  D C  F A C A D E  A N D  P A T I O Skip’s is the dream of owner Whit Conway, who named it

after the nickname for his Grandfather. After supporting
the previous owner of the business through many

challenges before closing, the new owners wanted a fresh
look and fresh updates for the patio to start a new

chapter for the buidling.

NEW HIP SPOT THAT CONTINUES TO 
INVEST IN THE COMMUNITY

B I R D S O N G  T H A I  A W N I N G Birdsong Thai is the first Asian cuisine on the corridor in
nearly a decade; a much needed addition to the

restaurants on the corridor. Uplifting Chef Kitima
Boonmala, a self-taught talent from central Thailand,
producing a sleek and modern awning and patio plant

solution was very important to the owners to be a
backdrop to their May opening!

OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE, AND NOW
A NEW CHAPTER

P A R T H E N O N  A W N I N G Parthenon Greek Restaurant was featured this year on
Gordon Ramsey’s new show, which resulted in a complete
renovation to the inside of the restaurant. It was time for
their tattered and wind-worn awning to match their new

updates.



Line Item Amount Description

Awning construction and
installation

$18,000.00 Birdsong & Parthenon (20ft
branded awnings)

Awning permit $300.00 Birdsong & Parthenon

Tree Box Landscaping $15,200.00 Corridor-wide improvement

Skips Mural and Patio
Furniture

$1,500.00 Mural restoration and exterior
seating

Child’s Play Facade
Improvement

$10,000.00 Mural restoration and lighting
repair
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Budget Breakdown

$50,000GRAND TOTAL



after

before

Birdsong/blue44 transformation

Brand new awning
New planters
Painted Art/Mural on
Patio floor



after

before

The avenue / skips patio project

New exterior paint
New umbrellas
New Menu Signage



after

before We are so happy to have this new mural
which incorporates the spirit of the
original but now better reflects what we
offer and what we value, in terms of
sustainability and joyful play for all ages.
The artist, Rose Jaffe, is one of our
customers and so it feels especially
meaningful to us to be able to see how we
are seen by our customers. We hope the
community loves this new design as much
as we do. 

rita pin ahrens

owner- child’s play



TREE BOX BEAUTIFICATION AND
PREP FOR FALL/SPRING PLANTING

25 Highly visible tree boxes
on Connecticut Avenue finally
got the attention and care
they needed including debris
removal, introduction of a
weed barrier, mulch
application, and pruning
trees and shrubs.

“I’m thrilled that we can hire a local group with
our local organizational funds. That’s a win-win.”
-Diane (Volunteer)



after

before

TREE BOX BEAUTIFICATION AND
PREP FOR FALL/SPRING PLANTING

New bench added to conn. ave


