
Free Shipping + Free Returns
Rugs.com

-50% -64% -64% -50% -50% -50%

Al#e Fuller (Joseph Marzullo/WENN)

BY OLIVIA CLEMENT
JUL 29, 2020

!  "  #  $  BENEFITS AND GALAS  

#WhileWeBreathe: A Night of Creative Protest Bene/t
Premieres July 29

 

The evening of creative protest features Patina Miller, Lynn Whit#eld, Marcus
Henderson, and more in world-premiere short works.

#WhileWeBreathe: A Night of Creative Protest, an evening of virtual world premieres bene#ting justice-focused organizations, premieres July 29. The
roster of performers for the one-night only bene#t includes Tony winner Patina Miller (Pippin, Madam Secretary), Emmy winner and Golden Globe
nominee Lynn Whit#eld (Greenleaf, The Josephine Baker Story), Obie Award winner Al#e Fuller (BLKS, Is God Is), Tony nominee Will Swenson (Jerry
Springer: The Opera, Hair), and Get Out's Marcus Henderson.

Watch the trailer above.

#WhileWeBreathe debuts at 9 PM ET on WhileWeBreathe.com, YouTube, and Facebook. The premiere will be followed by a live discussion at 10 PM ET,
hosted by CBS host Michelle Miller.

The evening features short works written and directed by theatre alums, to bene#t the NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund, The Bail Project, Black Organizing for Leadership and Dignity (BOLD), BYP100
Education Fund, Forced Trajectory Project (FTP), The Justice Committee, and SONG. Make a donation here.

The cast also features Birgundi Baker (The Chi, Heathers), NAACP Theater Award winner Vanessa Bell
Calloway (Coming to America, Letters from Zora), Bryan Terrell Clark (Hamilton, When They See Us), Neil
Brown Jr. (Insecure, SEAL Team), Keith Eric Chappelle (Billions, Cyrano), Kevin R. Free (Dave, Eighth Grade),
Chris Herbie Holland (Berkeley Rep, White Noise and Williamstown Theatre Festival, Soft), NAACP and Obie
Award winner Ty Jones (The Great Society, The Blacks: A Clown Show), Lori Elizabeth Parquet (Dispatches
from (A)mended America, Rizing), Esau Pritchett (Iron Fist, Prodigal Son), Obie winner Michele Shay (Seven
Guitars, Meetings), Hailey Stone (Matters of Chance, Nasir), and TL Thompson (Is This A Room, Straight White
Men).

Writers tapped to pen work for the night are Azure D. Osborne-Lee (Mirrors, Glass), Liza Jessie Peterson (The
Peculiar Patriot, Bamboozled), Lee Edward Colston II (The First Deep Breath, For Life), Arvind Ethan David
(Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency), Cheryl Davis (The Bones of Giants, Law & Order: SVU), Nathan Alan
Davis (Nat Turner in Jerusalem, Sorry For Your Loss), Steve Harper (God Friended Me, American Crime),
Bianca Sams (At The Rivers End, Charmed), Keenan Scott II (Thoughts of a Colored Man, A Luv Tale), Aurin
Squire (Fire Season, Good Fight), Khari Wyatt (Stomping Down at Sugar's Love, Africana!), and Karen Zacarias (Native Gardens, Destiny of Desire).

Carl Co#eld (The Bacchae, Antigone), Kirya Traber (Both My Grandfathers, Permitted), and Tamara Tunie (Law & Order: SVU, Flight) join the previously
announced Steve Broadnax III (The Hot Wing King, The Hip Hop Project), Bianca LaVerne Jones (Armed, FEAST), Patricia McGregor (Lights Out, Nat King
Cole, Hamlet), Pratibha Parmar (Nina's Heavenly Delights, Alice Walker: Beauty in Truth), and Charles Randolph-Wright (Motown: The Musical on
Broadway, Greenleaf) direct the short pieces.

“The quality of this company, and the power of their work, speaks to the depth of talent in the BIPOC creative community and to a shared understanding
of the importance of this moment," shared producers of the event Brian Moreland (Blue) and Arvind Ethan David (Jagged Little Pill). "We can’t wait to
share what we’ve made with the world and to raise funds and attention for the cause."

#WhileWeBreathe features music by Segun Akinola (Doctor Who), and editing by Shannon Baker Davis, supervising editor, and editors AJ Francois, Aric
Lewis, and Aimee Jennings. Amanda Kay Price is the post-production supervisor, and casting is by Venus Kanani and Benton Whitley of
Stewart/Whitley.

Following the premiere, all of the works will remain available for viewing.
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How To Empty Your Bowels Every Morning - Top
Surgeon Explains How

Stephen C. Byrd, Mara Isaacs, Brian Moreland, More Set for Theatre Producers of Color's 10-
Week 'Producing 101' Program
By Andrew Gans | 12/01/2020

Participants will learn the fundamentals of commercial producing, with experienced BIPOC and
white ally leaders as their guides.

EDUCATION NEWS

Broadway Advocacy Coalition Names Inaugural Class for BAC Artivism Fellowship
By Andrew Gans | 11/23/2020

The group of 10 Black womxn will be provided #nancial support, mentorship, networking
opportunities, and education workshops.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Valisia LeKae and Daniel J. Watts Star in Scenes From Sweet Lorraine The Play November 19
By Dan Meyer | 11/19/2020

The special digital production is a bene#t for Stand Up To Cancer and the Equity in the Arts and
Culture Committee of the Brooklyn NAACP.

VIDEO

Broadway Advocacy Coalition and Columbia Law School Seeking Artists to Tackle Police and
Prison Reform Through Performance
By Logan Culwell-Block | 11/17/2020

Applications are now open for this paid program that will see artists and law students
collaborating on change-making performance pieces.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Tony Winners André De Shields and Lillias White Go Head-to-Head in Broadway Advocacy
Coalition's Broadway VS November 17
By Andrew Gans | 11/17/2020

Hosted by Amber Iman, the evening bene#ts the Cody Renard Richard Scholarship Program.

CABARET & CONCERT NEWS

New Organization MUSE Is About to Level the Playing Field for BIPOC Artists in Theatrical Music
Departments
By Ruthie Fierberg | 11/13/2020

Kenny Seymour and Stephen Oremus talk MUSE’s founding—plus, information on the November 14
free event.

INTERVIEW

Tired of Material That Didn’t Measure Up, Broadway Actor Laiona Michelle Turned to Writing—
and Penned a Hit Musical
By Ruthie Fierberg | 11/11/2020

An interview with the writer of Little Girl Blue: The Nina Simone Musical and the upcoming bio-
musical Mandela.

INTERVIEW

A.R.T./New York Executive Director Virginia P. Louloudes Steps Down Amid Systemic Racism
Concerns and Investigation
By Ryan McPhee | 11/11/2020

Risa Shoup will continue to serve as interim executive director at the Off-Off-Broadway
organization.

INDUSTRY NEWS

What Is Black Theatre United Up to Since Its Founding?
By Ruthie Fierberg | 11/10/2020

Since its establishment in June, the organization established by Black theatre artists like Phylicia
Rashad, Billy Porter, Audra McDonald, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Allyson Tucker, and more, has gotten
to work.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Spotlight on Black Broadway Producers: Richard Gay
By Dan Meyer | 11/04/2020

Teaming up with Questlove, Tony Cornelius, Anthony E. Zuiker, Live Nation’s Shawn Gee, and his
co-lead producers Matthew Weaver and Jeffrey Tick, this producer brings Soul Train to Broadway.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Spotlight on Black Broadway Producers: Brian Moreland
By Dan Meyer | 11/03/2020

The producer had four productions as part of the announced 2019–2020 season including the
Jake Gyllenhaal-Tom Sturridge Tony nominee Sea Wall/A Life and fellow Tony-nominated play The
Sound Inside.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Spotlight on Black Broadway Producers: Rashad Chambers
By Dan Meyer | 11/02/2020

How this man combined his law degree, business acumen, and love of theatre to become a
Broadway producer.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Spotlight on Black Broadway Producers: Irene Gandy
By Dan Meyer | 11/01/2020

The powerhouse press agent is also a no-nonsense producer. Why she thinks #xing a
communication breakdown can lead to major industry change.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Spotlight on Black Broadway Producers: Stephen Byrd and Alia Jones-Harvey
By Dan Meyer | 10/31/2020

The four-time Tony-nominated duo behind the all-Black Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Eclipsed, and more
reveal their path to success.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Black Broadway Producers You Should Know
By Dan Meyer | 10/30/2020

If we want more diverse stories, more representative casting, more inclusive staffs, it begins with
producers. We illuminate the names behind the marquee lights working to change theatre from the
inside.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

BIPOC Producers Form Organization to Create Equitable Theatre Landscape
By Dan Meyer | 10/29/2020

The Industry Standard Group is founded by Rashad V. Chambers, Miranda Gohh, Adam Hyndman,
Toni R. Isreal, and more.

INDUSTRY NEWS

WATCH: Performers and Activists From Broadway and Beyond 'Claim the Vote'
By Ryan McPhee | 10/29/2020

The new PSA from Claim Our Space features Hamilton alums Krystal Joy Brown, Ryan Vasquez,
Ashley de la Rosa, and more.

VIDEO

Watch Cast of Broadway's Ain't Too Proud Reunite for Powerful New Music Video 'I'm Losing You'
By Andrew Gans | 10/20/2020

The video, with musicians and performers recording in isolation, supports the Black Lives Matter
movement and urges viewers to vote.

MUSIC VIDEO

How to Help Arts Workers During an Unprecedented Era of Theatre
By Dan Meyer | 10/15/2020

Tony Award nominations are in, but industry members need your support as theatres remain dark.

TONY AWARDS

Scholarship Applications Now Open for The Next Wave Initiative to Amplify Future Black Voices
By Andrew Gans, Dan Meyer | 10/14/2020

The program was launched by Douglas Lyons as part of The Directors Company.

EDUCATION NEWS

In the News: T. Oliver Reid, Joriah Kwamé, More to Take Part in Black Theatre Caucus' Virtual
Awareness Event, Hear From the Creators of the Musical Willow, More
By Andrew Gans, Dan Meyer, Ryan McPhee | 10/07/2020

Plus: Tidtaya Sinutoke has been named the recipient of the sixth annual Billie Burke Ziegfeld
Award.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Brooklyn’s Billie Holiday Theater to Spearhead Black Theatre Strategic Initiative
By Dan Meyer | 10/01/2020

The "The Black Seed" initiative is kickstarted by a $5 million gift from the Mellon Foundation.

INDUSTRY NEWS

AAPAC's Annual Diversity Report Examines Who Gets to Tell BIPOC Narratives, How BIPOC
Artists Are Paid, More
By Ryan McPhee | 10/01/2020

Looking at works on Broadway and at major Off-Broadway companies, 38.5 percent of roles were
#lled by non-white performers, indicating limited progress.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Upcoming Aida Director Schele Williams Writing Children's Book About History of Slavery
By Andrew Gans | 10/01/2020

Abrams Children's Books will publish the new tome next year.

BOOK NEWS

Make Them Hear You: Brian Stokes Mitchell’s Fight for Voter Mobilization, Census Completion,
More
By Ryan McPhee | 09/28/2020

The Tony-winning ArtsVote advocate, Black Theatre United co-founder, and Actors Fund chairman
is not short on titles—or calls to action.

SPECIAL FEATURES

Regina Taylor's VOTE! Will Explore the Intersection of the Black Community and Politics
By Dan Meyer | 09/28/2020

Taylor will direct and curate four short works for a live streaming theatre festival.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Watch Celia Rose Gooding, Elizabeth Stanley, and the Cast of Jagged Little Pill Perform at
Transformation 2020: Popular Democracy DeNned
By Dan Meyer | 09/28/2020

The stars virtually reunited for a remix of “All I Really Want“ as part of the virtual symposium.

VIDEO

Broadway For Racial Justice Launches 9-Week BIPOC Casting Training Program
By Dan Meyer | 09/14/2020

Applications are open until September 21.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Audra McDonald on Census Completion, Opening the Theatre Pipeline, More: 'It’s a Moment We
Need to Take Advantage Of'
By Ryan McPhee | 09/11/2020

The six-time Tony winner is a founding member of the collective Black Theatre United.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Wendell Pierce, Lisa Arrindell, Billy Eugene Jones Will Star in 12 Angry Men...and Women: The
Weight of the Wait
By Andrew Gans | 09/04/2020

Brooklyn's Billie Holiday Theatre presents the September 12 stream in partnership with The New
Press.

READINGS AND WORKSHOPS

Studying Theatre at Historically Black Colleges and Universities
By Felicia Fitzpatrick | 09/04/2020

Hear from distinguished alumni and faculty on how HBCUs are uniquely equipped for training the
next generation of Black theatre artists.

BACK TO SCHOOL

How to Create Equitable Spaces for the BIPOC Students in Your Theatre Program
By Ruthie Fierberg | 09/03/2020

For predominantly white universities, here are some guidelines to help every artist reach their full
potential.

BACK TO SCHOOL

Jelani Alladin, Danielle Deadwyler, Michele Shay, More Are Part of B.J. Tindal's Goodnight, Tyler
Bene/ting National Black Theatre
By Andrew Gans | 08/27/2020

The August 27 virtual reading is the inaugural presentation of Alladin's Dumont Millennial
Productions company.

READINGS AND WORKSHOPS

Stevie Walker-Webb Combines Advocacy and Art in Hundreds of Thousands Live Stream
By Dan Meyer | 08/21/2020

The director of Ain’t No Mo’ will cage himself to mark the 122nd day his brother has been in
solitary con#nement.

REGIONAL NEWS

Vanessa Williams on Black Theatre United as an Industry Resource
By Dan Meyer | 08/20/2020

The Tony and Emmy nominee discussed being an agent of change with Good Morning America.

VIDEO
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 Raúl Esparza, Krysta Rodriguez, More Will
Star in A Christmas Carol, Co-Adapted by

 In the News: A Sneak Peek of Samantha
Barks as Queen Elsa, Amanda Kloots to Co
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VIEW MORE ∠

J'Nai Bridges, Harolyn Blackwell, and More Opera Stars to Pay Tribute to Jessye Norman
By Ryan McPhee | 08/20/2020

The event, presented by Black Opera Productions, will stream September 15—what would have
been the late soprano's 75th birthday.

CLASSIC ARTS NEWS

Watch New Music Video for 'Tight Connection to My Heart' From Broadway's Girl From the North
Country
By Andrew Gans | 08/19/2020

Released as part of Harlem Week’s Virtual Music Festival, the video features cast member Kimber
Elayne Sprawl.

VIDEO

WATCH: Misty Copeland and Billy Porter Spearhead Black Theatre United and Fair Count’s New
Census Completion Campaign
By Ryan McPhee | 08/19/2020

The only1ofme video series features Black artists using demographic language from the census to
position themselves as individuals and members of the community.

VIDEO

Anthony Wayne, James T. Lane, More Launch Black Broadway Men
By Dan Meyer | 08/17/2020

The group serves all self-identifying Black men who work on stage or behind the scenes.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Plays for the People Series Brings New Works by Chisa Hutchinson, Sha Cage, Dominic Taylor to
Zoom in August
By Andrew Gans | 08/10/2020

The ongoing series is part of the Black Lives Black Words International Project.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Lynn Nottage, Lydia R. Diamond, Jaclyn Backhaus, More to Write Microplays for Theatre for One:
Here We Are Event
By Dan Meyer | 08/10/2020

The project virtually brings together one performer and one audience member for a shared
theatrical experience.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Daveed Diggs, Anthony Ramos, Ariana DeBose, Ephraim Sykes Set for 2nd #Ham4Change
By Dan Meyer | 08/05/2020

The Hamilton alums join forces to raise money for various social justice organizations.

BENEFITS AND GALAS

Long Wharf Theatre Presents Streamed Short Play Readings Centering Black Trans Women
August 5
By Logan Culwell-Block | 08/05/2020

The Connecticut theatre's Black Trans Women At the Center will include works by Dezi Bing, CeCe
Suazo, and Douglas Lyons.

REGIONAL NEWS

Black Lives, Black Words Launches Online Bookstore With Plays, Anthologies, More
By Ryan McPhee | 08/04/2020

The shop stems from the international initiative #rst launched in 2015.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Broadway Advocacy Coalition Announces Inaugural Artivism Fellowship
By Ruthie Fierberg | 08/03/2020

The initiative will be the bene#ciary of Playbill’s August Women in Theatre: A Centennial
Celebration Special Event.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Watch Chloe Davis Pay Tribute to Camille A. Brown, Debbie Allen, George Faison, and More Black
Choreographers
By Dan Meyer | 07/31/2020

The Muny artist created a moving dance piece at the St. Louis outdoor venue.

DANCE

Dominique Morisseau, Liesl Tommy, More Set for Not Going Back to Normal—Moving Forward
Panel
By Andrew Gans | 07/30/2020

Binta Niambi Brown will host the American Theater Wing discussion.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

LaDuca Shoes Launches BIPOC-Inclusive LaDuca Palette With 4 New Shades
By Dan Meyer | 07/30/2020

The company also brought on D&I consultant and marketing professional Selena Robinson.

DANCE NEWS

#WhileWeBreathe: A Night of Creative Protest Bene/t Premieres July 29
By Olivia Clement | 07/29/2020

The evening of creative protest features Patina Miller, Lynn Whit#eld, Marcus Henderson, and more
in world-premiere short works.

BENEFITS AND GALAS

Live Streamed #Ham4Change Fundraisers to Feature Hamilton Original Broadway Cast Members,
More
By Dan Meyer | 07/27/2020

Renée Elise Goldsberry, Phillipa Soo, Jasmine Cephas Jones, and more join forces to raise money
for various social justice charities.

BENEFITS AND GALAS
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