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You don't have to be Barack Obama's 
family to sleep in the White House  
 

 
Most likely you won't be 
attending the Presidential 
Inauguration of Barack Obama 
on January 20, 2009. Like the 
majority of people around the 
world, you'll be watching the 
historic event on TV. And you 
probably won't be spending a 
night at the White House any 
time soon, either.

Never fear. While the Obama 
family will soon be taking up 
residence at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue, you 
don't have to be a famous 
celebrity, well-known politician or a deep-pockets donor to sleep in the White 
House. A popular online B&B directory and reservation network, 
BedandBreakfast.com, has put together a grouping of B&Bs with a White House 
theme or connection. Rates start at $125 per night. 

Portland's White House B&B, Portland, OR: My husband and I stayed here 
about ten years ago during a weekend getaway to the Rose City. It's a dead 
ringer (shown in the photo here) for the real deal. The circa 1911 B&B features 
14 pillars and a fountain in the front. Inside are European chandeliers, a formal 
dining room, sweeping staircase and a grand ballroom. There are five guest 
rooms in the main house and three in the carriage house. 

White House Inn and Spa, Napa, CA: The inn is white, but its theme is green. 
Describing itself as Napa's "first hip green hotel," this white-columned inn 
features 17 newly appointed rooms. The Presidential Suite has two floors, two 
baths and a double spa tub. The inn is within easy walking distance of downtown
Napa. 

The White House, Nantucket, MA: Located in the heart of Nantucket and 
adjacent to the Jared Coffin garden, it's more about the exterior color than any 
Presidential theme. On site is one of the island's whaling antique shops, 
complete with a resident scrims hander. Guest rooms feature Ralph Lauren 
bedding, private baths and views of the town. No breakfast served here; 
vouchers are given to guests so they can enjoy breakfast at a nearby restaurant.

1 Church Street, The White House B&B, Belfast, ME: Built by James P. 
White, this is one of the most photographed homes on Maine's coast. The 
home's interior includes ornate plaster ceiling medallions, marble fireplaces and 
intricate moldings. A park-like triangle of grounds and gardens surround The 
White House. 

Inn of the Patriots and Presidential Culinary Museum, Grover, NC: Sure, it's 
white on the outside, but the big draw here is former Executive Chef to the 
President. Martin Mongiello has a collection of Presidential memorabilia 
including a large photo display, White House china, Presidential letters and even 
wooden Easter eggs rolled on the White House lawn. Take a guided tour through 
the collection and enjoy breakfast and afternoon treats created by Mongiello.  

The White House Inn, Blackburg, SC: This inn resembles a smaller version of 
the Presidential White House, although the name comes from its previous 
owner, Jim White. Stay in either the White House Suite with its private bath and 
kitchenette or the Rose Garden Room overlooking a view of the inn's Rose of 
Sharon Trees. 

The Texas White House, Fort Worth, TX: Guest rooms feature private baths, 
some complete with double whirlpool tubs or private saunas. On-site massages 
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are also offered at the inn, which is close to Fort Worth's attractions and 
downtown offices. 

The Little White House B&B, Fredericksburg, VA: This B&B, built in 1740, is 
part of the oldest house in historic Fredericksburg. The house is situated on a 
bluff above the Rappahannock River, across from the boyhood home of George 
Washington. It has been visited by Presidents Adams, Coolidge and Cleveland 
and is a family-friendly inn. Plus it's a great base to explore the history of nearby 
Fredericksburg. 

A Williamsburg White House, Williamsburg, VA: The owners of this inn have 
a passion for Presidential politics, which resulted in the opening of their B&B. 
Dine in the Reagan Dining Room, read in the Kennedy Library and select from 
the Lincoln Bedroom Suite (complete with Ford's Theater sitting room) or the 
newer West Wing. It features FDR's Suite, complete with photos of his time in 
office. A great spot for political junkies with its large collection of Presidential 
photos and White House collections and within walking distance of Williamsburg.

White House Inn, Wilmington, VT: This inn was built as a summer house in 
1915 and features 14 fireplaces, finely crafted French doors and two-story 
terraces supported by soaring pillars. There are 16 guest rooms with private 
baths and period pieces. Enjoy a cocktail or dinner in one of the three cozy 
dining rooms. 
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Holiday Gift Idea: BedandBreakfast.com has listings for 
nearly 7,000 B&Bs. It's the leading online B&B directory 
and reservation network. They also offer the Getaway Gift 
Card, which may be used at nearly 4,000 B&Bs in the 
U.S. and Canada.
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Don't Go There! Peter Greenberg's book riles folks 
from Cleveland to North Charleston  
 

I recently wrote about Travel Detective Peter Greenberg's new guide (The 
perfect travel book for holiday giving: Don't Go There! by Peter Greenberg). 
Well, sales are doing dandy for Greenberg's Must-Miss Places of the 
World, but so is the outcry from... Read More  
Topics: Travel Books   

Add a Comment 
December 19, 7:53 AM  

 

Seattle's Hotel 1000 : Special package, spa 
treatments and shopping passport  
 

Seattle's Hotel 1000 is offering guests a 12 Days Shopping Passport 
throughout the month of December. Participating shops and boutiques in 
the hotel's West Edge neighborhood include Atsui Tokyo, Encanto 
Barcelona, The Finerie, Jack Straw Filaments, Nuvo... Read More  
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Gondola tower collapses at Whistler Blackcomb in 
British Columbia  
 

Just when Whistler Resort was welcoming and celebrating its new PEAK 2 
PEAK Gondola, an older gondola tower on Blackcomb Mountain collapsed. 
Here's what the CBC had to say about it:At least 10 people were injured 
and crews rescued dozens of passengers... Read More  
Topics: British Columbia   

Add a Comment 
December 17, 6:09 AM  

 

Boston Legal fans can fish, feast, marry with Nimmo 
Bay's Denny Crane Package  
 

If you caught this year's season finale of Boston Legal, you also caught a 
glimpse of Nimmo Bay Resort. That's where Carl and Shirley and Alan and 
Denny got married. And yes, the cast and crew did shoot some of the 
scenes at Nimmo Bay, while others were... Read More  
Topics: British Columbia   

4 comments 
December 16, 11:24 AM  

 

Mumbai's Taj Mahal Palace and Tower to reopen 
December 21  
 

Mumbai's Taj Mahal Palace and Tower is scheduled to reopen its doors on 
Dec. 21, 2008 at 7 PM. The iconic hotel became front page news after a 
series of horrendous attacks on this Indian city. With the reopening of the 
rooms in The Taj Mahal Tower,... Read More  
Topics: Asia   

Add a Comment 
December 13, 3:04 PM  

 

Travel guru Rick Steves' Top Ten Travel Memories 
of 2008  
 

What better traveler to ask than Rick Steves about his memorable 
moments on the road during the past year. In his December travel 
newsletter, Steves put together his top ten.  Well, I've got some traveling to 
do, as I haven't experienced any... Read More  
Topics: Travel Tips   

Add a Comment 
December 13, 1:28 PM  

 

Whistler Blackcomb's PEAK 2 PEAK Gondola 
makes its debut Dec. 12  
 

It's big, big news up at Whistler Blackcomb today. The new PEAK 2 PEAK 
Gondola officially opens to the public on Dec. 12, 2008. A live webcast of 
the grand opening was broadcast at whistlerblackcomb.com beginning at 
10:30 AM PST on Friday, Dec. 12.The... Read More  
Topics: Ski Resorts   

Add a Comment 
December 12, 10:33 AM  

 

Gift Giving: The 86 Greatest Travel Books of All 
Time (Seattle's Jonathan Raban makes the cut)  
 

I always love receiving a gift of travel for Christmas. Oh sure, a week at a 
spa or a weekend at a city hotel would be ideal -- but the next best thing is 
a book. And not necessarily a travel guide, but a book about travel. Seeing 
people and places... Read More  
Topics: Travel Books   

Add a Comment 
December 11, 10:56 AM  

 

Honolulu: Barack Obama's birthplace and boyhood 
home ready for visitors  
 

I can only imagine how excited the tourism folks at the Hawaii Visitors and 
Convention Bureau are about Barack Obama's upcoming presidency. Not 
only was he born in Honolulu, he spent a good part of his boyhood there. 
And of course they've come up with... Read More  
Topics: Hawaii   
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December 10, 6:56 AM  
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