
Mohawk Valley 
Brownfields Developer Summit

E. Hyde Clarke, Esq.
Young / Sommer LLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Executive Woods, Five Palisades 
Drive, Albany, NY 12205

hclarke@youngsommer.com
www.youngsommer.com

April 25-26, 2023

mailto:jmuscato@youngsommer.com
http://www.youngsommer.com/


Erasing Barriers

Site Access

Article 19-A and 19-B

Taking Title to 
Abandoned Property



Title Search
o Current Owner 

o Mortgages/Liens/Judgments

o Back Taxes

o Easements/Agreements

Taking Title to Abandoned 
Properties Using RPAPL 



Site Access

SPECIAL PROCEEDING TO 
CONVEY TITLE TO 
ABANDONED DWELLING TO 
CITY, TOWN OR VILLAGE

•1970 - Applicability.
•1971 - Certification of 
abandonment.
•1971-A - Destruction of 
abandoned dwellings.
•1972 - Notice.
•1973 - Commencement of 
proceeding.
•1974 - Decision and judgment 
of court.

NYS Real Property 
Actions and 
Proceedings Law 

Article 19-A

https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1970/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1971/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1971/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1971-a/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1971-a/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1972/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1973/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1973/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1974/index.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2015/rpa/article-19-a/1974/index.html


Article 19B
Expansion to 
Commercial 
and Industrial 
Properties 

(b) In the case of a vacant commercial or industrial real property, it is 
not sealed or continuously guarded as required by law or it was 
sealed or is continuously guarded by a person other than the owner, a 
mortgagee, lienor or agent thereof, and either of the following facts 
exists:

(i) A vacate order of the department or other governmental agency 
currently prohibits occupancy of the commercial or industrial real 
property; or

(ii) The tax on such premises has been due and unpaid for a period of 
at least one year; or

(iii) The property has had a zoning, building or property maintenance code 
violation that has the potential to injure or endanger the health and safety of 
others or to unreasonably annoy others and that has been continuously 
outstanding and not remediated for a period of at least 1 year from date the 
original order to correct or notice of violation was served upon the property 
owner pursuant to the CPLR



Additional 
Measures to 
Access Sites



FEEL FREE TO REACH 
OUT!

E. HYDE CLARKE, ESQ.

HCLARKE@YOUNGSOMMER.COM 518-438-9907, EXT. 264 
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