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OBG PRESENTS:

AGENDA
Utica’s Inner Harbor – a Historical 
Perspective

Project Overview 

Project Accomplishments and Activities 



HISTORY
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History - 1905
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History –
1905 - 1909



Original Facilities
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1917 
Building



1933 Building
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Manufactured Gas Plants (MGPs)

08 May 2023
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Impacts of Urbanization and Industrialization
08 May 2023
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Aerial view of Harbor Point in 2015
(Google Earth)

Harbor Site – 2015



ENVISIONING 
REDEVELOPMENT:
Planning and Public 
Outreach



30 years in the making… 
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1985

1988

1985



Implementing Previous Planning Efforts
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Past Reports
• Utica Master Plan
• BOA Step 1
• LWAP

Highlight key 
information 
here

Future Reports 
and Ongoing 
Initiatives
• LWAP
• BOA Step 2 and 3
• Regional Sustainability Plan
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Critical Transfer 
of Land
State Legislation, signed by 
then-Governor Paterson in 
2008, transferred ~33 acres to 
the Utica Harbor Local 
Development Corporation

Remainder of parcels are 
privately owned
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Project Partners
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Public Outreach and Engagement
Numerous LDC meetings

Stakeholder interviews

Neighboring property owner meetings

Community/non-profit presentations 

Utica Common Council presentations

Public meetings

Press conferences

Media tours

Numerous individual meetings with 
interested parties

Public information website

Project brochures
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Arriving at a Preferred Master Plan
Detailed inventory and analysis of 160-acre study area

Market Study to consider retail, commercial, and 
residential uses

Alternative Land Use Concept Plans

Revised Market Study to determine square footage of 
supportable uses

Preferred Master Plan 

Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) –
Multiple component analyses

• Impact Review, Phase 1 ESA, Public Outreach/Meetings
• Special Studies: Geotechnical, Floodplain, Traffic
• Conceptual design DSA-1 closure, Bulkheads, Road network
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A Unique 
Harbor
¾ mile stem

¼ miles from 
downtown

Spatula-shaped

Colorful history

Location captures 
industrial history 
of barge canal



NYS Environmental Quality Review /
Generic Environmental Impact Statement: 
Major Project Milestone

Comprehensive process to evaluate all the potential 
issues

Results in a more build-ready site, which improves 
marketability of site in a competitive environment

Facilitates access to useful information during 
permitting, design, and construction phases

Compilation of baseline environmental information 
(due diligence)
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Where We’re Going



MAKING 
PROGRESS:
Public Infrastructure 
Implementation
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New Entrance
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Bulkhead 
Walls
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Vision for 1933 Building
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Promenade Reconstruction
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Design Guidelines
New building styles will reflect the 
historical significance of the past 
while incorporating modern aspects 
and interpretations through the 
establishment of two districts:

1. Canal Architecture
2. Multi-Use Architecture

Express the desire for the Utica 
Harbor Point Redevelopment to 
preserve and remember the past 
while creating a vibrant and 
innovative future.



ENGAGING PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT
UTICA HARBOR POINT

DEVELOPER’S FORUM
Complimentary developer’s forum to learn 

about the strategic development sites in 
the City of Utica and what every developer 
needs to know about profiting from these 

development opportunities.

RFEIs:

 DSA-1  Selected Developer

 1933 Building  Selected Developer

 1917 Building  Being Released Shortly
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Questions? Want more details? 
Find project documents at:
www.uticaharborpoint.org

Thank you!
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