
Engaging the substantial resources of SUNY Cobleskill in collaboration with 
regional partners to enhance community and economic vitality in rural New York



Why the Mohawk Valley?
• Location

• Abundance of Educational Institutions Partners for Collaboration

• Resources to assist businesses

• Breadth of expertise available for collaboration/consultation

• Quality of Life

• Ability to Engage and Impact



SUNY Cobleskill

• Within 500 miles of 13 of the 
top 50 U.S. markets

• Within a one-day drive from 
nearly half the population, 
personal income, business and 
sales in the United States and 
Canada.

• Transportation Infrastructure

Additional stats here: 
https://www.mvedge.org/#why-mv

LOCATION

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mvedge.org%2F%23why-mv&data=04%7C01%7CFergusSS%40cobleskill.edu%7Cf66e507768ac4ef541bd08da18a93580%7C81ffd73a17764015a00a19b35a4fc707%7C0%7C0%7C637849412267326592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=QxEMQLFvEyfmgchXXRGfad1cXD1NSKYu5araYhg4nNA%3D&reserved=0


SUNY 
Cobleskill

Higher Ed Institutions
Collaboration for:
• Workforce Development
• Economic Development
• Academic Program Development
• Recruitment to fill employment needs

Resources Available to Businesses:
• Grants
• Education and training
• Incubators
• Accelerators
• Shared-use facilities
• IDAs
• Chambers
• Professional networks



Breadth of Expertise
• Needed business experts, consultants, 

advisers are available

• Wide variety of living environments 
available

• Reasonable cost of living
• Natural beauty
• Good schools
• Farm to Table food supply chain available

Quality of Life

https://www.bestplaces.net/cost_of_living/city/new_york/mohawk



Ability to Engage and Impact
• Opportunities for businesses to engage in 

economic development and shape the 
region

• Membership on Advisory Boards of 
colleges, economic development 
initiatives/committees/task forces, 
Chamber of Commerce boards and 
committees, etc.

• Partnerships and Sponsorships of social 
causes, events, etc.

• Establishing apprenticeships, internships 



Engaging the substantial resources of SUNY Cobleskill in collaboration with 
regional partners to enhance community and economic vitality in rural New York



Back-up Slides



Services provided:
Business, financial, and marketing planning
Commercialization assistance
Food and beverage product development 
Branding, advertising, and packaging assistance
Access to academic resources and facilities
Access to other NYS resources   



578 farm and food 
businesses served

21 beginning farmers 
entered local/regional 

food production

46 unique business plans 
and 60 unique 

marketing plans 
developed

Data courtesy of CADE Fiscal year 2019-2022 Annual Report 

Entrepreneurs self 
reported behavioral 

changes

35 jobs were 
maintained or created, 

and 4 new careers 
were created.

25 entrepreneurs 
piloted at least 2 new 

unique products

https://www.cadefarms.org/_files/ugd/6187ec_64c7a11c96af4b37882f673ec585c058.pdf
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