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We support our Church by... Flowers
. Coffee Bar August 3rd
Our Gifts: August 3rd Communion Sunday
« Being a volunteer during our amazing Glenda Parker August 10th
Vacation Bible School!! In Memory of Judy
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8 In Honor OE Margaret and
Glenda Parker Chad Chester’s 49th
Our Presence: August 24th Wedding Anmve};lfsary
e In church average for July-102 Open Don tltiugu ;t 24’: pulliam
e Joining in Fellowship with our Youth August 31st onated by ousan rutlia
on Wednesday nights. Open Augggzglst

Some Thoughts on Giving from Marlee Tierce

The tithe is the Lord's way of asking us to show our love. Giving God a percentage of our earnings
shows that we put our love for Him before our need for money. Costs have gone up. Living in 2025
takes money. Budgeting our finances helps keep us on track and shows us where the money is going.
Where is the church in your budget? Do you decide what to give to the church based on the cost of groceries
that week? Do you decide what to give to the church when the offering plate is passed?
Or do you give to the church prayerfully as support for the Lord’s work?

Supporting a fruitful church takes money.

On the back of each week’s bulletin is a financial highlight that shows:

e General Giving is the total each Sunday of what was donated to the general fund. As Regina Warfel
explained in last month’s newsletter, this money goes to pay bills such as utilities, printing, office
supplies, subscriptions (i.e. Upper Room), salaries and church upkeep.

o Designated Giving donations go to a specific budget item such as Community Café, Community
Assistance, Youth, Music ministries, Budget Reserve, etc. It can only be used for the designated
budget line. If a donation is not designated, it is used to pay the general bills of the church and to
pay the 10% tithe to the Holston Conference.

e Needed Monthly shows how much is required to pay for the bills. That means that if we meet that
total in our donations, we can meet all of the church’s known financial obligations.

o Total Giving for the month shows us the amount that has been donated toward covering all of the
necessary obligations and allows us to see if we have enough to pay the bills that month

The folks who report on our giving and guide our budget decisions are the Finance Committee.

{This group is composed of chair people from Trustees, Lay Representative, Lay Representative to the Annual
Conference, Staff Parish Relations, and Church Council, those elected for a 1 year at-large term, the Church
Treasurer, the Finance Committee Chair, the Finance Commiittee Secretary/Treasurer and the Pastor. The Finance
Committee meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00PM opening with prayer before the business. This is not
a closed meeting, anyone is welcome to attend or ask questions.}

In a quote from pastor/author Dr. R. B. Ouelette, “To not tithe and then ask God to bless your finances is

like stealing from your boss and asking for a raise.”

The Lord works miracles. He uses our gifts to multiply what he can do to change lives, to provide peace

and comfort, to give people fellowship with each other, to add to our numbers and to allow our church

to flourish with His love.
What miracles would you like to see in the growth of our church? What services, what missions, who could we reach
that we have only dreamed possible. Dare to dream and participate with your prayers, your presence, your witness,
your gifts and your service and watch what the Lord can do.

Prayerfully give to the General Fund to provide the necessary amount needed to pay the bills and have
enough for fulfilling dreams. Ask a Trustee or a Finance Committee member about projects that need
funding. Let someone know about a vision for the church you would like to see us reach.

Earn all you can, save all you can, and give all you can are the three basic points of John Wesley’s famous sermon

entitled, “The Use of Money.” Wesley made note in 1789 that “If Methodists would give all they can,
then all would have enough.”

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

A Big Thank You!"!

Our 2025 Road Trip! Vacation Bible School was a tremendous success! A
huge thank you to all our volunteers who helped set up, tear down, teach,
cook, lead games, run registration, shepherd children, make crafts, teach,
host/MC and run our technology in the sanctuary. Also, a big thank you to
a few of our Presbyterian friends who helped us as well. A wonderful time
was had by all and many of our children, youth and adults learned a
little more about God, that his presence is everywhere and how to
have a deeper relationship with him. We are already looking forward

to our Vacation Bible School next year!
‘ i

Sue’s August News

AUGUST 2025!! CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? Where did July 2025 go? It is a blur. Now we are ready to
get back into a more normal rhythm (if there is such a thing). On August the 3rd we will bless
backpacks during morning worship and it is off to the races! Adult bible studies will continue
and new ones will begin. IGNITE for grades K-5 will begin on the 13th. Our youth will jump into
another fall session and I am sure they will soon begin preparations to attend Resurrection 2026
in January. We have already picked out our chancel choir Christmas cantata it is ordered. We
have dates set for our Wednesday night Family suppers for the rest of the year (the first being
on August 27th at 6PM). The new handbell choir is up and running and has already begun to
make beautiful music. Our Sunday morning worship attendance is growing. We are on the move
going into August!

I want to take just a moment to say a few things about our just completed Bible School Road
Trip and to thank all who assisted or participated in any way during the week. Bible School 2025
was fantastic! We had over 30 children and youth who participated. Most evenings we had over
40 adults who helped in many ways or who attended Chris’ adult class. We had fun and great
meals and we learned many things about road trips in the Bible. Our
Presbyterian partners were a big help. It was a great week and we have 76 DO LIS‘Y‘
already received information about possible themes for Bible School 2026. o

August is going to be busy! Be prepared to get involved!
~Sue




