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Join us for a new January series by
Rev. Chris Black called:
“The Way of Wisdom”

Life doesn’t always come with easy answers—but
Scripture offers wisdom for living faithfully. The
Way of Wisdom is a five-week sermon series
exploring the Bible’s wisdom literature and what
it means for everyday life. We will journey into
Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, the Psalms, and even
the gospels themselves as they speak honestly
about suffering, meaning, daily choices, and
prayer. These ancient voices help us name life as
it really is—complex, fragile, and full of hope.
Each week, we will also discover how Jesus
gathers this wisdom into his own life and
teachings. We hope you will join us as we strive
to discover a wiser way of following Christ in
every season of life.

January 11th—Job: Wisdom When Life Falls
Apart

January 18th—Ecclesiastes: Wisdom in a Fleeting
World

January 25th—Proverbs: Wisdom for Everyday
Living

February 1st—Psalms: Wisdom That Prays

February 8th—Jesus: Wisdom in Flesh and Blood

Into the Bible with Rev. Chris Black starts
January 7th at 7:00 PM
Have you ever been intimidated by the Bible?
Or felt that you didn’t know where to start with
reading or studying scripture? Have you ever
wanted to go deeper and to learn more?

Beginning on Wednesday, January 7th at 7:00PM
Rev. Chris Black is beginning a new Pastor’s
Bible Study Class that will help you approach the
Bible with confidence. This class will meet in the
fellowship hall and will be a homestyle Bible
Study for all ages! Pastor Chris will offer an
in-depth exploration of the gospel of Matthew,
and then he will move into other areas of the
scriptures. In the midst of our study the group
will discuss some fundamental ways to engage
with the Bible, so that you may apply it to your
life today. It doesn’t matter if you're new to the
Christian faith or have studied the Bible for
years, you are welcome to attend. If you have
any questions about the upcoming class
please email Pastor Chris at
cblack@firstumcmadisonville.org.

SUE’S January NEWS

Wasn’t December 2025 an exciting month at First UMC Madisonville?! I can’t believe that it was my

51st Christmas season here at First UMC Madisonville. We had a beautifully decorated church. We
had a special service Deck the Halls and Taste the Season on November 30™ to start our Advent

season. Our choir performed the Christmas cantata on the 14" Marlee Tierce led an Advent study

group and Chris had a Wednesday night Bible study. We had an adult Sunday School class. We had

Breakfast with Santa for our children and opened the big event up to all children in the community.

We had wonderful sermons. We had a wonderful Christmas family night supper on the night that
we did our annual children’s/youth Christmas program. We had a beautiful Christmas Eve service
with many church and community people (almost 180) in attendance. Our United Methodist
Women in Faith provided Christmas gifts for several children and had a wonderful Christmas

Resurrection is this Month!

January 23rd-25th, 2026
LeConte Center, Pigeon Forge, TN

v

Resurrection is an awesome annual event of
worship and spiritual growth for youth and
youth mentors. Each year thousands of youth
and volunteers come together in Pigeon Forge,
TN, to celebrate the God of The Resurrection.
Through inspirational words and music led by
nationally-known speakers and musicians, young
people encounter Christ in new and deeper ways.
Resurrection is hosted by the youth ministry of
the Holston Conference of the United Methodist
Church. Most of the youth and adults who
attend Resurrection come from the geographical
areas of the Holston Conference which includes
northeast Georgia, eastern Tennessee, and
southwestern Virginia. For many, Resurrection
is an opportunity for conversion, decision, and
revival. For others, it becomes a moment of
realization that their faith needs to grow deeper
and more serious. Let us be in prayer for each of
our youth who will be on this formative

retreat. For more information, contact Vanessa
Barr at vbruemmer@gmail.com.

New Weekly Prayer Ministry
Beginning in December, Rev. Chris Black began
sharing a community-wide email message called
“Weekly Prayers of the First UMC Family.” You
should see this message in your inboxes on
Mondays, and our hope is that this will act as a
prayer for your week. Pastor Chris will write
most of the prayers but will also invite members
of the church to write as well. We will include
the Lord's Prayer along with a list of requests
that the congregation can pray
over throughout the
week. Please make sure you are
subscribed to our Constant
Contact emails to receive these
and other messages.

New Senior Fellowship Event at FUMC
On Wednesday January 28th we are going to
have a fun kickoff Senior Event in our fellowship
hall. We will gather beginning at 11 AM for a
time of fun and games and socializing and have
a pizza and salad lunch at 12PM. We are asking
everyone to contribute $5 for lunch and to bring
your favorite card games, board games, etc. We
want to take some time to begin planning for
future senior events. There will be a signup
sheet at the coffee bar or you can call the office
at 423 442-2471 to sign up so we will know how
much food to prepare. For more details talk with
Sue or Regina Warfel.
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Our Church Prayers...
Ron Leinart (surgery) and family
Lee Anne and Quinn Strickland and family
Robert Parker Jr. (Glenda’s Son)
Evan Kile and Family
Jim Richardson and John Bolinger (Dopkins)
Joshua Stuckey (Huff)
Tate Sherrer and Family
Family of David Kefauver
Family of Dr. Alan Brock (Ishill)
Anna Paquette and Rene (Dopkins family)
Gary and Sheena (Larson)
Robert Mitchell and family
Shay Farnsworth (Community Cafe helper)
Family of Reverend Mike Travis
Family of Ruel Tallent (Penland)
Kaleigh Frye and family (Travis Frye’s niece)
Family of Dallas Maxwell (Maiuri friend)
Joe Grubb and family
Kendall Wimmer (Charlie’s brother)
Houvenagle family
Michelle Pope (Barr)
Mike and Sandy O’Neill and family
Kat Ahart and Barbara Baiz
Miranda Larson and family
Ronnie Gay (Veronica Venable’s father)
Veronica Venable and family

luncheon at Kahiti. We built a ramp for the Leinert family. Community Café’ provided hot meals for

the community. I am sure there are things that I have not
put in this paragraph. December 2025 was a wonderful
and special month at First UMC Madisonville.
January is always a time of new beginnings, and January
2026 is no exception. The 2026 calendar is wide open for
exciting things that we want to do and plan to do at First
UMC Madisonville. We already have many things penciled
in. We have 2 adult study classes that will begin in
January. Our choir continues to grow as does our United
Methodist Men and Women in Faith groups. The choir
will begin to work on the Easter cantata soon. We have
our First Steps program for our children on Sunday
mornings and a wonderful nursery for our littles. Our
Ignite program for our children takes place on
Wednesday evenings. Our youth group is preparing for
Resurrection 2026. We are laying the groundwork to have
regular activities for our senior group. We have
opportunities for all ages to get involved! The year 2026
is going to be another very exciting time for our church
and we hope everyone feels this excitement. Continue to
look at your emails, our website, newsletters and
bulletins for what will be happening. WE ARE ALIVE!

Nelson and Stratton family ~Sue
Unspoken Prayers
We support our Church by... Coffee (D)
- Flowers
OIII' Glﬂﬂ January 4 January 4
Glenda Parker u y
¢ Making the Advent season beautiful by Communion Sunday
d ino the church January 11
ecorating the church. Open January 11
¢ Giving your time to the Coffee Bar on Open
Sundays serving our congregation and guests. January 18
Open January 18
W "mm Open
January 25
¢ December Average Attendance: 109 Kris Browder January 25
Christmas Eve Attendance: 179 Open
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