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Inside This Issue: 

 

“FAILURE - and NOT GIVING UP” 

 

Here is the story of a failure:  He had less than three years of formal 
education.  He failed in business in ‘31; was defeated for the state leg-
islature in ‘32; again failed in business in ‘33; was elected to the legis-
lature in ‘34; defeated for speaker in ‘38; defeated for Elector in ‘40; 
defeated for the U.S. CONGRESS in ‘43; elected to CONGRESS in ‘46 and de-
feated in ‘48; defeated for the U.S. Senate in ‘55; defeated for the Vice Presiden-
tial nomination in ‘56; defeated for the U.S. Senate in ‘58.  Who was this loser?  
His name was: Abraham Lincoln.  You could say he was a person who:  NEVER 
GAVE UP!!  

NEVER GIVE UP!!!  Persistence, in almost anything, is the major key to suc-
cess.  In the midst of this Coronavirus pandemic, let us NOT GIVE UP on pro-
tecting others, by wearing masks, washing our hands often, and keeping our 
“social distance” from one another.  We know what works—we just need to do it.    

If you want to succeed in life, and find true love, inner peace, and a calmness in 
your soul, you must work at centering your life on the One who can give you true 
peace–Jesus Christ.  And you must NEVER GIVE UP on following him!    

The apostle Paul, in his letter to the Philippians in the New Testament, wrote in 
the third chapter about all the mistakes and foolish things he had done, even to 
the point of persecuting the early church.  But he trusted the Risen Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Savior, and his life changed dramatically.  Although he could not 
change his past, he wrote: “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 
(Phil. 3: 14)  Regardless of what he had  done in the past, he was determined to 
spend the rest of his life following and serving Christ, and rejoicing in the love of 
God in Jesus Christ.    

What are you doing with your life?  Are you building a life of which you, your 
family and friends can be proud?  Are you building habits, attitudes, and making 
decisions according to God’s plan for our lives?   

As we begin  a new school year this September, and autumn approaches, and as 
we try to get into the routine of fall events, cooler temperatures, and UT football 
games—as the Coronavirus pandemic allows us—decide to make a new start in 
your life–  be sure that you build your life on eternal values, and on the love, 
teaching, and friendship of the person who was born, lived, died, and rose again 
for us.  And then–NEVER GIVE UP on him!  That is what the Christian faith 
is all about.  Never give up—because He never gives up on you!  Be faithful to 
Him, because He is always faithful to you! 

See you at the “faithful” place this Sunday.         Keith  G.  Knight  
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Sue’s Thoughts . . . 

 . . . for September 

 

It is almost 11 PM on Wednesday night 
as I sit down at the computer to write 
this.  I just finished sending out the ar-
rangements for Gene Carson and I am in 
a very reflective frame of mind right 
now.  It is Wednesday night and we 
missed another Wednesday night choir 
practice.  I have really had issues over 
the last few months as Wednesday nights 
have come and gone.  Wednesday night 
has ALWAYS been a church night for 
me.  When I was growing up and was a 
part of Sweetwater United Methodist 
Church, I always went to church on 
Wednesday night.  I think we had a ser-
vice on Wednesday night and when I was 
old enough I started going to choir prac-
tice.  In the fall of 1975 I began my “3 
month probationary time” as 
choir director here at First 
UMC Madisonville and I am 
still here 45 years later.  
Wednesday nights here have always been 
special.  When I came here, I was re-
sponsible for the chancel choir and I 
played the piano for the children’s choir.  
At some point I inherited the children’s’ 
choir and spent many enjoyable years 
doing both choirs.  Around 1990 the 
church was given a wonderful 3 octave 
set of handbells by Peter Alliman and we 
added an adult handbell choir practice on 
Wednesday nights after choir practice.  
At some point we did children’s hand-
bells early on Wednesday evenings.  
When Grant entered the 6th grade, he 
joined me on the Wednesday night trek 
to Madisonville and became a part of the 
Wednesday night youth group.  When he 
got his driver’s license, he usually drove 
himself and I really missed that time 
with him. We added IGNITE to our 

Wednesday evening activities a few 
years ago.   We continued to have our 
monthly covered dish suppers.   A couple 
of years ago Hunter Cavett (my Sweet-
water buddy) became a part of the youth 
group, and he would ride home to Sweet-
water with me. This was another 
Wednesday night highlight for me and 
we both looked forward to the short 
drive home to Sweetwater.  I got to hear 
about activities at Sweetwater Junior 
High and I learned a lot about video 
games from Hunter! 

COVID 19 has brought a TEMPORARY 
halt to most of our activities but we will 
be back together.  We don’t know just 
when yet.  We just know we will. 

I look forward to Wednesday nights 
when we can get back together.  I miss 

my choir folks.  I miss seeing the 
youth and the children. Being at 
home on Wednesday night is so 
strange.  I know that there will be 
changes in how we do things 

when we get back together, but we will!  
My choir loves the song When We All 
Get to Heaven.  One of the main lines in 
song says “When we all get to Heaven, 

what a day of rejoicing that will be!”  
When we all get back together at First 
UMC Madisonville, it will also truly be a 
day of rejoicing.  Please be prayer for 
our task force that is working on our pro-

posed reopening plan that we are begin-
ning to put together for approval.   Many 
decisions will have to be made and eve-
ryone’s safety is the number one con-

cern.  We, as a church and a denomina-
tion, are being very cautious.  Please 
continue to pray. 

Sue 

“. . .what a day of re-
joicing that will be!” 
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News You Can Use 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the month of August donations were made to: 

 

The Building Fund  in memory of  

 Jim Pennington by: 

  George Norton & Family 

  Brian & Julia Courtney 

  Betty Norton 

  Mary Goodman 

 

The General Fund and Building Fund in memory of 
Ron Bobilin and in honor of Kevin & Bev Taylor 
from Sharon Bobilin. 

  

The Memorial Garden Fund in memory of Jim      
Pennington by William & Sarah Orman  

Happy  Birthday 

2 Mike Tallent 

3 Christine Hendricks 

4 John Houvenagle 

 Brian Tallent 

5 Barbara Baiz 

8 Barbara Pennington 

19 Emmanuelle Capri Barker 

20 Jan Lowry 

21 Bill West 

23 Mary Kefauver 

 Rebecca Tweed Fox 

 Keith Johnston 

 Pat Harvey 

24 Betty Hicks 

29 Kenny Tate 

 Emma Vinyard 

30 Sheila Kanabar 

Happy  Anniversary 

1 Art & Penny Fowler 

7 Allan & Sharon Benton 

15 Art & Melanie Slouka 

20 Wayne & Lucille Peery 

Are we missing your name?  
  

We would like to hear from you if we 
are.   Please email the office at 

adminassist 

@firstumcmadisonville.org  

or call 423-442-2471.   

 

Please leave a message 
if we are not there  to let 
us know when your 
birthday or anniversary 
is.   

Re-opening Task Force News 
 

The Re-opening Task force has been meeting 
to put together a plan for 'Outside In-Person 
Worship'.  We are almost ready to send our 
plan to Rev. Hugh Kilgore, Hiwassee District 
Superintendent, for approval.  When that is 
completed, we will share this plan with every-
one.  Once we have approval for outside wor-
ship, the Task Force will begin work on a plan 
for inside worship.  
 

Please keep this Task 
Force in your prayers 
as we work to follow 
where God leads us 
in our plans for our 
church family.  
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News You Can Use 

 Lee Johnson  

Veteran Flag Memorial 
 

First United Methodist Church of Madi-
sonville in is the process of building a 
Veteran Memorial dedicated to our own 
Lee Johnson and other veterans.  This 
project was started by the Johnson fami-
ly at the time of Lee’s death when they 
asked that memorials for Lee be given 
for a flag in his memory.  There will be a 
round concrete base to hold the memori-
al plaques for Lee along with the insignia 
of each of our military branches.  Around 
the edges we will be placing individual 
4x8 granite plates that can be purchased 
for $60 in memory or in honor of our 
members who are veterans.  There is a 
sample granite plate in the church office. 

We are offering the opportunity to pur-
chase these granite plates (as described 
on the next page and the pictures at the 
right) to members of our church for their 
veterans – who are (or were at the time 
of their death) members - on a first come 
basis.  If we do not sell all spaces 
(approx. 48) by September 30, 2020, we 
will extend the opportunity to extended 
family members who are not members of 
FUMC. 

If you have any questions please call the 

office at 423-442-2471. 
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News You Can Use 
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Contact Info 

 
We are working in the church office 
more and more.  If you can’t reach us 
there please call or email us at the num-
bers/email addresses listed below: 

For Pastoral needs - Please call Pastor 
Keith at 865-803-2547 or email him 
at keith_knight@aol.com. 

 

For Prayer requests - Please call Sue at 
423-337-1830 or email her at               
sue@firstumcmadisonville.org.  Let her 
know your praises also so we can all 
rejoice with you. 

 

For other needs - Please call Reba at 
423-442-2471 (office), 423-519-6628 
(cell) or email her at  adminas-
sist@firstumcmadisonville.org. 

 

If we do not answer our phone - leave a 
message - we will call you back.  

News You Can Use The Flame  

Wednesday Night  

Covered Dish Suppers 
 

 

Dear Church 
Family, 

 

 

It looks like we will not be having a dinner 
again this month.  I pray you are all doing 
well.  And like me, I know you are all miss-
ing your church family. 

Think about selecting one person or family, 
and contacting them.  Maybe someone you 
do not know well.  It just might kindle a last-
ing friendship.  I pray God will give you 
someone who you need to know.  God can do 
all things if you ask, listen and obey.  Try it.  
It just might change your life. 

LOVE you all and miss you all. 

Dora Nelson  

 

Tuesday Night  
Community Dinner 
 

The Tuesday 
Night Community 
Dinners have been 
temporarily post-
poned.  We hope 
they start up again 
when the situation improves.  Thank you for 
helping us help those who need a hand up.  
Thanks again,  

Kay Grubb and       

Dora Nelson  

Stay Safe!! 
 

Please continue to practice social distancing 
and wear a face mask. 

 

Face Masks – washable & reusable - (given to 
us by the county health dept) are available 
here at the church.  If anyone needs one or 
two, please stop by to pick them up.   
 

Reba is still making cloth masks for anyone 
who would like one or more.  Just call to be 
sure she is in the office or make other arrange-
ments to pick one up.   

mailto:keith_knight@aol.com
mailto:sue@firstumcmadisonville.org
mailto:adminassist@firstumcmadisonville.org
mailto:adminassist@firstumcmadisonville.org
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Good Shepherd Center  
 

The needs at The Good Shep-
herd Center at this time   

 fruit cups 

 kids breakfast foods such 
as: 

 instant oatmeal 

 individual cereal boxes,  

Donations for the GSC may be delivered 
to them Monday –Thursday, 10AM –
Noon.  If you cannot deliver to them dur-
ing these hours you can drop your dona-
tions at the church any time.  There is a 
blue tote at the front entrance to the 
church to put them in. 

 

Spending Your Spare Time 
 

Don’t forget these mission opportunities 
that  will only take a few minutes of your 
time: 
 used candles and yarn leftovers for 

Camp Wesley Woods 
 empty prescription bottles for the ani-

mal shelter or other organizations who 
use them 

 used or new jigsaw puzzles for the 
nursing home 

 used eye glasses—we will see that 
they get to a group who could use 
them  

 aluminum can tabs for the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children or other organi-
zations 

 Box Tops for Education –either cut 
the coupons from the package or scan 
your receipt for the new digital cou-
pons 

 aluminum cans—proceeds from sale 
will benefit our children’s programs  

 

Blessing Box 
 

If anyone wants to help keep the box 
filled, we welcome your assistance with 
things like: 
 canned food with pull tabs 
 socks 
 crackers 
 toilet paper 
 non-perishable foods 
 bottled water 
 small snacks 
 baby wipes 
 toiletries such as:  bath soap, deodor-

ant, toothpaste, tooth brushes 

The Son Seekers Sunday School class 
sends our thanks to all who are support-
ing this project by their donations to help 
us keep it stocked. 

 

Thinking of You 
 

We have several church members who 
are in nursing homes or assisted living 
facilities and some who are still live at 
home or with family members—but can’t 
really get out—who really enjoy receiv-
ing mail that comes from our church and 
church family.  We have one person who 
faithfully sends inspirational letters every 
4 to 6 weeks to many of our members, 
friends, and our extended family.  We 
have one person who sends birthday and 
anniversary cards.  We send from the of-
fice the monthly newsletter and weekly 
bulletin and sermon notes.  If you would 
like to join in this ministry by sending 
notes or cards to some of this group 
please call the office and we will get 
names and addresses for you. 
 

Second Mile Giving . . . 

. . .is an opportunity to help over and above your regular tithes and offerings to the church.                 
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Our Active Military Personnel  
 

Nathan Greenwood—US Navy  
David Hargett—US Army 
Zach Johnston—US Army 

Wesley Taylor—US Army 
Adam Thornton—US Coast Guard Reserves 
 
Those in Nursing Homes or Assisted Living: 
 

Mary Margaret Mason—Wood Village,  
 Sweetwater 
 

Judy Lee—Northshore Heights, Knoxville 
 

Gerri Benton—Wood Village Assisted Living, 
   Sweetwater 
 

Steve Cavett—River Oaks, Room 307, Loudon 
  

Pat & Howard Harvey—The Lodge 
 

Shirley Nappier (Harold Hunt’s mother-in-law)
 Ouachita Health Care 
 

Becky Chester—NHC, Farragut 
 

Bill West—NHC Johnson City  
(Send all mail to Jo West, 3702 Bristol Hwy, 
Apt 218, Johnson City, TN 37601) 

 
 

Our Gifts 
 

For August (thru the 27th) 

General Operating Fund:   

Needed: $20,862   Rec’d:  $ 16,495 

 ,Building Fund:  

Needed: $4,034   Rec’d:  $  4,424 

Memorial Fund: $ 1,345 

Designated: $ 724 

 

Our Presence 
 

Online Streamed Worship Service  
Average for the month 

Views— 109 
Registered— 50 

 

Our Commitments 
 

For September . . . . 
 

. . . .will be announced when we are meeting 

again, either outside or in our sanctuary. 
 

 

 

On-going Prayer Concerns:   

Sharon Amundson 

Catherine Ashton 

Barbara Baiz  

Charles Baker 

Janet Bales 

Wanda Barger 

Steve Berrong 

Susan M Blalock 

Nancy Byrum 

Jane Daily 

Greg Davis 

Marilyn DePew 

Debbie Denton 

Tony Ellison 

Courtney Farmer 

Marjorie Fezlar 

John H Ford 

Tammy George 

Mable Graham 

Clifton Greenwood 

Richard Hall 

Ashley Harmon 

Betty Hicks 

Bill Huddleston 

Brad Hughes 

Dr Bob Hunt 

Logan Hunt 

Peggy Hyatt 

Virginia Jacobs 

Jan Johnson 

Tim Johnson 

Pauline Kauffman 

Gay Layne 

Irad Lee 

Doug Lottes 

Mckinzie 

Doris Melton 

Susan Miley 

Christopher Miller 

Freida Naylor 

Maria Nelson 

Mary Nelson 

Norman Nelson 

Barbara Pennington 

Kristin Pennington 

Linda Plemons 

Bill Poole 

Carol Rapking 

Barbara Roberson 

Donna Roberson 

Meredith Robinson 

Catherine Reed 

Darlene Reed 

Kevin Reynolds 

Paul Robbins 

Maria Rosian 

Francis Scott 

Susan Sherrer 

Tonya Wells Spires 

John Stratton 

Todd Strickland 

Mike Summitt 

Emma Tate 

Debbie Tucker 

Alexander Wade 

Faye Watson 

Peggy White 

Selena Wiggs 

Eli Zinck 
 

Wendy and Rick Garland 

Christine Hendricks and 
 son-Randy 
Rev. Jason & Christy 
 Humberd 

The Leamon family 

Margaret & Bob Marshall 

Mary Margaret and 
 Dickie Mason 

Sandy & Mike O’Neill 

Dwaine & Carolyn Peters 

The Drew Teague family 

Joyce & Dick Turner 

Michael and Becky 
 Wacaster 

Curwood Witt & family 

We Support Our Church By: 

Our Prayers 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 
UMYF Zoom 
at 6:30 PM 

3 
Re-Opening 
Task Force 6 
PM at the front 
entrance to the 
church 

4 5 

 

6 

Online Worship 
11 AM at 
1umcm.com 

7 
Labor Day 

8 
 

9 
UMYF Zoom 
at 6:30 PM 

10 11 12 

13 
Online Worship 
11 AM at 
1umcm.com 

14 

Trustees 6 PM 
Phone Conf 

15 

Finance Comm 
6 PM Phone 
Conf         

16 
UMYF Zoom 
at 6:30 PM 

17 18 19 

20 
Online Worship 
11 AM at 
1umcm.com 

21 22 23 
UMYF Zoom 
at 6:30 PM 

24 25 26 

27 
Online Worship 
11 AM at 
1umcm.com 

 

28 29 30 
UMYF Zoom 
at 6:30 PM 

   

September 2020 

Have a safe and 
fun holiday! 



Our website: 
www.1umcm.com 

 

Follow us on: 
Facebook 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
FirstUMCMadisonville/ 

 
 

Twitter 
 

https://twitter.com/ 
FUMCMadville 

First United Methodist Church 

143 College Street 

Mailing Address:  P O Box 157 

Madisonville, TN 37354 

Phone:  423-442-2471 

Fax:  423-442-2434 

Office Hours:  8 AM to 1 PM 

Monday thru Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

If you would like to give electronically 
 

GO TO 1umcm.com 

click on ONLINE GIVING 

 

ONE-TIME GIFTS are simple to set up using a bank account, or  from a debit or  credit card. 

 

RECURRING GIFTS can be set up on a schedule that works for  you,  

with flexibility to track and manage your giving pattern.   
 

By setting up a bank transfer from your checking or savings accounts,  
 

approximately 3% more of your gift will go to ministry compared to a credit/debit card transaction. 

 

FOR ASSISTANCE, please call Reba Hall at 423-442-2471. 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

First United Methodist Church 

Madisonville, TN 


