
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25th. January 2021 at 7pm via Zoom. 

Signed     MGibson     22nd. February 2021 

     Marian Gibson 
 

This meeting was held “remotely” in accordance with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2020, enable meetings to be held remotely, and allow local authorities to hold and alter the 
frequency and occurrence of meetings without the need for further notice. The changes in legislation 
have been made in order to help smaller authorities in the performance of their duties as a result of the 
restrictions of movement and limitations on social contact necessary to limit the spread of the Covid-19 
virus. 
 

Present: Cllrs G. Lewsey (Chairman), M. Gibson (Vice-Chairman), D. Bonich, D. Montague, E. Roberts, 
C. Thorne, MDC M. Helm & Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council).  
There were 0 members of the public present. 
 

001/2021 Chairman welcome. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

002/2021 Apologies for Absence were received from MDC Cllr P. Channer 
 

003/2021 Declaration of Interest 
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or non-Pecuniary Interest relating to items on the 
Agenda.  
Cllr M. Gibson declared an interest in anything regarding the Village Hall and planning application 
20/01305 
Cllr G. Lewsey declared an interest in planning application 20/01305 
 

003/2021 To approve the Minutes of the last meeting of St. Lawrence Parish Council  
To receive and agree the minutes of the last Full Council meeting held on 21st. December 2020.  

Cllr G. Lewsey proposed and Cllr C. Thorne seconded that the minutes are a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. All Agreed 
 

004/2021 Public Question Time – A total maximum time of 15 minutes is allowed. 
No questions from the public 
 

005/2021 District Councillor/s Report 
There is a Strategy and Resources Committee meeting this week most agenda items cover the Finance 
items the authority needs to consider. Treasury Management, fees and charges, Medium Term Financial 
Strategy, Council Tax, Contract Management etc. The budget / Council Tax will be determined at a 
meeting of the Council on 23 February 2021.  
The Council at a meeting in December agreed some changes to the governance of meetings. They 
should not ideally be longer than two and half hours / three hours, up to the Chairman if the Committee 
to adjourn and re- convene for the remaining business to be conducted or continue with the meeting until 
business concluded. Members are now to use the raise hand function to indicate that they want to ask a 
question, not the chat function.  
Also, videos to be left on but recognise that sometimes due to intermittent Internet connection this may 
not always be the possible when a Member has this problem.  
The Essex County Council Cabinet considered the ECC budget which will go to ECC Full Council at the 
end of February for determination. Council will consider 0% Council Tax and 1.5% for the Social Care 
precept out of the 3% available (Councils with Social Care remit can apply up to 3% Social Care 
precept). The 1.50% would be ring fenced for Social Care.  
I end with my message please abide by the lock down restrictions. Please remember if out for permitted 
essential reasons then please maintain social distancing, wear a mask, and the simple message is: 
Hands, Face, Space.  
The new variant is by some reports 30% more contagious and now health professionals have indicated it 
may have a higher mortality rate.  
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Cllr M. Helm added that MDC reception space has been turned into a vaccination area. 
All officers are working remotely. 
Local elections in May 2021 will probably been postponed until September ’21. 
 

006/2021 Planning Application/s 
20/01231/LDP - Rosebrook Beachy Drive St Lawrence Essex    

Claim for lawful development certificate for the proposed demolition of existing conservatory and 
construct a single storey rear extension in its place   
RESOLVED: COUNCILLORS NOTED THIS APPLICATION 
 

20/00853/HOUSE - 2 Black House Farm Cottages Bradwell Road St Lawrence Essex 
Installation of a Daikin Emura air source heat pump system.  
RESOLVED: NO OBJECTIONS TO THIS APPLICATION 
 

20/01305/HOUSE - Seascape Tinnocks Lane St Lawrence Essex 
Proposed side/roof and front extension.  
RESOLVED: SUPPORT THIS APPLICATION 
 

007/2021 Decision/s made by MDC. 
FUL/MAL/20/01039 - Former Pixies Folly 14 Mountview Crescent St Lawrence Essex 
Proposed garage to replace the consented cartlodge. APPROVE subject to conditions 
 

FUL/MAL/20/01159 - Stone Sailing Club Tinnocks Lane St Lawrence Essex 
Two storey side extension to include new stairs and lift for accessible access to first floor and 
reconfiguration of WCs to allow for accessible WC. APPROVE subject to conditions 
 

008/2021 Finance 
a. Bank balances as at 31st. December 2020 and 2020/21 budget account  

Councillors noted the Bank balances as at 31st. December 2020 and 2020/21 budget account. 
 

b. Councillors to agree payments of January 2021 finances.  
Cllr M. Gibson proposed and Cllr E. Roberts seconded to authorise the January 2021 payments.  
All Agreed 
 

c. Outsourcing the SLPC payroll 
The RFO informed the meeting that the payroll service has advised him that the cost will, from 01.04.21, 
be £120 p.a. This is a much higher expense than was anticipated. The RFO recommended to 
Councillors that the SLPC payroll be brought back “in-house” to save time and money. 
Cllr G. Lewsey proposed and Cllr M. Gibson to terminate the payroll contract as from 31.03.21 and to 
undertake the payroll in-house. All Agreed 
 

009/2021 Parish Council representation on St Lawrence Fairway Committee 
Cllr C. Thorne asked why the SLPC was still involved with the moorings. 
Cllr M. Gibson gave a thorough response 
Cllr G. Lewsey proposed Cllr M. Gibson as Chairman of the St. Lawrence Fairway Committee. Cllr C. 
Thorne seconded. All Agreed 
 

010/2021 Representative Reports 
a) Greening of the village – Cllr C. Thorne 

The start of a New Year means making plans for the future and putting a smile on people’s faces which I 
hope that some of the flowers and plants will achieve. 
The new plants in the dinghy and the existing ones seem to be coping with this varied weather that we 
are getting and the Village Sign at the end of Main road is still standing and the plants at the base are 
flourishing, and the bulbs are poking their heads through, a much-needed sign of spring I think. 
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The trees that we planted during last year’s upsets are showing very varied stages of growth, 
unfortunately it would seem that we are going to lose quite a few mainly due I think to last year’s drought 
despite all of our team’s efforts with watering. 
The Diddydots team, headed by Rachel Lipscombe have obtained 100 saplings from the Woodland 
Trust, they are going to plant them up in pots and have the Parents of the children  foster them for the 
next couple of months. This should give us a better start in being able to plant more established trees in 
the Jubilee Field. 
A large planter down by the Stone Lookout is still on our agenda, but it will require the input of the Stone 
Pub and/ or local households to adopt it and help with the watering. Obviously due to the present 
COVID-19 situation this is on the back burner at the present time. 
On the subject of the dreaded Pandemic which I know we are all tired of, is just a suggestion at the 
moment but something perhaps for a brighter future that I am sure will come is maybe a commemorative 
tree, bench and sitting area with say some roses, placed at the bottom of the Jubilee field, facing south 
into the sun. What do we think? It would mark the Passing of this dreaded time that we have all been 
through.   
Cllr D. Bonich asked whether the 2 main gates can be replaced ASAP. Cllr G. Lewsey seconded and it 
was agreed to get  
Cllr D. Montague has seen on Facebook that residents are volunteering to undertake litter picking in the 
village. Cllr D. Montague offered her help to co-ordinate a litter pick in the village. 
 

b) Recreation Ground update – Cllr G. Lewsey. Nothing to report. 
 

c) Passenger Transport report – Cllr E. Roberts. No report given prior to the meeting 
 

d) Update on the Parish Newsletter – Cllr D. Montague. No report given prior to the meeting 
The RFO shared with Councillors the income from advertisers who have agreed to the Parish 
Newsletter. 
 

011/2021 Reports from External meetings attended  
No external meetings have been attended. 
 

Items for Next Agenda 
Quotation for repairing the gates/posts at the Recreation Ground. 
 
 
Next meetings will be held remotely via Zoom on 22.02.21: 22.03.21: 26.04.21: 24.05.21 PC AGM: 
28.06.21: 26.07.21: No meeting in August: 27.09.21: 25.10.21: 22.11.21: 20.12.21 
 
012/2021 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business. 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm and thanked everyone for 
attending. 


