
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 22nd. February 2021 at 7pm via Zoom. 

Signed           22nd. March 2021 
     Marian Gibson 

 
This meeting was held “remotely” in accordance with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime 
Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2020. 
 

Present: Cllrs M. Gibson (Vice-Chairman), D. Bonich, D. Montague, E. Roberts, C. Thorne,  
MDC M. Helm & Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council).  
There were 0 members of the public present. 
 

013/2021 Chairman welcome The Vice-Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting 
 

014/2021 Apologies for Absence were received from MDC P. Channer, Cllr G. Lewsey 
 

015/2021 Declaration of Interest 
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or non-Pecuniary Interest relating to items on 
the Agenda 

Cllr M. Gibson declared an NP Interest in item 021/2021 (b) as she is a trustee of the village hall 
 

016/2021 To approve the Minutes of the last meeting of St. Lawrence Parish Council  
To receive and agree the minutes of the last Full Council meeting held on 25th. January 2021.  
All Agreed 

 

017/2021 Public Question Time – A total maximum time of 15 minutes is allowed. 
No questions were asked 
 

018/2021 District Councillor/s Report 

• MDC Cllr M. Helm informed the meeting that MDC are having a budget meeting tomorrow.  

• A lady has been reported as sleeping in a car at the top of St. Lawrence. 

• The MDC website needs updating and is difficult to get hold of officers, who are working from 
home. 

Cllr C. Thorne asked about Highways – but Cllr M. Helm referred Cllr Thorne to ECC. 
Appleton’s made a visit to the village today  
 

019/2021 Planning Application/s 
20/01163/FUL - Orchard Cottage 36 Mountview Crescent St Lawrence Essex 

Demolition of existing bungalow and construction of 2 new dwellings. 
Amendments to Drawings: MA-1006-01, MA-1006A-02B, MA-1006A-03, MA-1006A-04A, MA-1006A-
05A 
SLPC Comments: As there were very little changes to the original application the SLPC made the same 
comments as per 23.11.20 
 

020/2021 Decision/s made by MDC. 
FUL/MAL/20/01039 - Former Pixies Folly 14 Mountview Crescent St Lawrence Essex  
Proposed garage to replace the consented cartlodge. APPROVE subject to conditions  
 

FUL/MAL/20/01159 - Stone Sailing Club Tinnocks Lane St Lawrence Essex  
Two storey side extension to include new stairs and lift for accessible access to first floor and 
reconfiguration of WCs to allow for accessible WC. APPROVE subject to conditions 
 

021/2021 Grant / Donation Requests 
a) To receive and discuss the Grant Funding request from St. Lawrence Newland Church for 

£600. Councillors discussed this application.  
RESOLVED: To accept this Grant Funding Application  

 

b) To receive and discuss the Grant Funding request from St. Lawrence Village Hall Trust for 
£500. Councillors discussed this application.  
RESOLVED: To accept this Grant Funding Application 
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MDC Cllr M. Helm left the meeting 
 

022/2021 Finance 
a. Bank balances as at 31st. January 2021 and 2020/21 budget account  

Councillors noted the Bank balances as at 31st. January 2021 and 2020/21 budget account  
b. Councillors to agree payments of February 2021 finances.  

RESOLVED: that the payments of Accounts for February 2021 be approved  
 

023/2021 Representative Reports 
a) Greening of the village – To receive a written report from Cllr C. Thorne 

There is not too much to report this month, the very wet weather, then cold and snow have severely 
hampered any planting. We did manage to plant a few of the new saplings in Jubilee field and Rachael 
has been putting in some Stirling work on the same subject. The parents of the Diddydots children are 
now fostering some of the saplings for future use. 
We have set up a WhatsApp group, to enable us to have easier discussions and communications for the 
Greening team; this seems to be working quite well. 
I assume that we still have money in the Greening budget? this will enable us to buy some much needed 
compost for future planting. I am looking into costings for buying it in bulk quantities and will discuss this  
with Parish council when firm costings are available. 
One of our initial aims was to plant some saplings behind the Village sign; this is still our intention to 
carry this out. 
Our intention as mentioned last month is to create a new tree and Rose bed at the bottom of Jubilee 
field, this is still in the planning stage, but I would expect that this could be completed this year. Has 
anyone any suggestions on ways to raise some funds to pay for the plants and what would be a 
substantial tree, we are looking at the costings of these items for future discussion. 
 

b) Recreation Ground update – To receive a written report from Cllr G. Lewsey 
We are dealing with replacement gates separately but there are a number of other outstanding items: 
Playground bark top up: A quotation was obtained for this in Autumn 2020 but before it can be done the 
edging needs mending / replacing. This is the sort of little job that the Councillors have been able to 
undertake but given a variety of issues this is currently not possible. Therefore we need to get one of the 
local handymen to do this. We are in the process of contacting Clyde Wells, who has done a variety of 
small jobs for us, to get this expedited so the bark can be topped up as soon as the weather permits. We 
do not have a quotation at this point in time but it comes into the category of safety related repairs. 
We have a quotation from Garwoods to cut the hedge back at the northern side of the entrance to the 
carpark. This is currently obstructing vision. 
The notice board at the entrance to the carpark has been another casualty of the weather in the last few 
months and needs to be replaced. The intention is to include a notice regarding car parking in the village 
along the lines of “No car parking beyond this point” to hopefully reduce the issues we are getting on 
roads towards the river with visitors parking randomly in residential areas causing obstructions. 
 

1) To receive a quotation for repair/replacement of Recreation Fencing and gates 
Cllr D. Bonich proposed accepting the quotation A1 from Danbury Fencing. Cllr L. Roberts seconded. 
All Agreed except for Cllr C. Thorne 
 

2) To receive a quotation for Removing Hedge on Car Park Entrance 
Cllr M. Gibson proposed accepting the quotation of £85.00p +VAT for removing Hedge on Car Park 
entrance. Cllr D. Bonich seconded. All Agreed 

  

c) Passenger Transport report – To receive a written report from Cllr E. Roberts.  
No report was given 

 

d) Update on the Parish Newsletter – To receive a written report from Cllr D. Montague 
Cllr D. Montague circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting the Easter edition of the Parish Newsletter 
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024/2021 Litter picking in the village – To receive a written report from Cllr D. Montague 
Further to the litter picking services already being done in the village it was suggested that a group of 
volunteers be set up to litter pick the areas that is not being dealt with by existing volunteers. 
The Maldon District Council website states that the Council has a responsibility to keep all roads and 
footpaths (other than private roads and footpaths) within the District clear from litter and refuse. To keep 
the area clean they provide litter and dog fouling bins in public open spaces on many of the streets 
across the district. This is handled by the contractors, B G Appleton (contracts) who are required to 
empty these bins and to sweep and litter pick all of the roads and footpaths (other than private roads and 
footpaths). As Cllr Lewsey advised us the street cleaning is supposed to be carried out on a number of 
roads in the village including Anchorage, Wick Farm and Plovers on 3 or 6 month intervals. This needs 
to be checked as there is little evidence this is actually being done but as the village is mainly made up 
of private roads and footpaths along the seawall this leaves more than 50% of the village without any 
litter or street cleaning in place. I have looked into the Litter picking support facility that is offered by 
Maldon District Council but these are provided for specific Litter Picking events and not for regular 
weekly collections. We could have a monthly litter pick but we would have to arrange for equipment and 
bags to be supplied on each occasion and then for a collection point for the rubbish to be set up which is 
all time consuming. I don’t think that this would be either effective or sufficient as this really needs to be a 
daily or weekly occurrence. Many residents collect rubbish from the beaches on a daily basis as it 
washes up with the tide. However, with the large volume of visitors that we experienced last year there 
was additional rubbish left behind at the end of the day by visitors too and many of the residents 
resented that this was not recognised. This year is likely to be the same. 
We currently have people offering to volunteer to do litter picking in the village and I would recommend 
that we take them up on this offer and provide some litter pickers and black bin bags for them with 
specific areas that they can take responsibility for on a weekly basis. The cost of 6 litter pickers on 
Amazon is currently £22.99 not a great cost to recognise these volunteers.  
Cllr D. Montague was asked to firm up on prices and the number of volunteers required to cover the 
village. 
 

025/2021 Beach Stations – To receive a written report from Cllr D. Montague 
I would like to propose that we purchase three 2 minute Beach Clean Stations.  
The cost of each Beach Station (with no logo and no starter kit of litter pickers/bags) is £330 including 
VAT. The cost of litter pickers and bags is an additional cost but I would suggest we could purchase 
these supplies ourselves. It would also be nice to have some signs coming into the village about not 
littering as there appears to be a lot of can/bottles and fast food waste thrown into the verges. F1 Ag2 
Ab2. RESOLVED: Not to proceed with the purchase of Beach Stations 
 

026/2021 Defibrillators and First Responders – To receive a written report from Cllr D. Montague 
Cllr M. Gibson was under the impression that the Ambulance service maintains the defibrillators. 
This item needs to be clarified and will be deferred to another meeting.  
 

027/2021 Planting a tree in memory of Captain Moore and all those who has suffered under 
COVID-19. To receive a written report from Cllr E. Roberts  

Councillors decided it should be for ALL COVID sufferers and not for an individual. Cllr C. Thorne to 
liaise with MSJ Garwood to make sure it is installed in an appropriate position. It was suggested that a 
tree in a corner of the recreation ground with an in scripted plaque.  
 

028/2021 To receive written report from External meetings attended by Councillors  
None reported 
 
Items for Next Agenda 
Litter Picking in St. Lawrence 
 
 



 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 22nd. February 2021 at 7pm via Zoom. 

Signed           22nd. March 2021 
     Marian Gibson 

 
Next meetings will be held remotely via Zoom on 22.03.21: 26.04.21: 24.05.21 PC AGM: 28.06.21: 
26.07.21: 27.09.21: 25.10.21: 22.11.21: 20.12.21 
 
029/2021 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business. 
 
There being no further business the Vice-Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm and thanked everyone 
for attending. 


