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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Present: Cllrs G. Lewsey (Chairman), M. Gibson (Vice-Chairman), D. Bonich, E. Roberts, C. Thorne, & 
Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council). There were 0 members of the public present. 
 

054/2021 2020/21 Chairman Welcome. The Chairman welcomed everyone to this SLPC AGM 
meeting. 

a) To receive the resignation of Debbie Montague as a Parish Councillor 
The Chairman and Councillors accepted the resignation of Debbie Montague from the Council. The 
Chairman thanked Debbie for all the work she has given to the Council and wished her well in the future. 
 

The Chairman then gave is Annual report 
This has been a year like none other. With meetings of the full Council held by video conferencing - what 
was that a little more than a year ago? We have had to get used to working differently but, overall and 
despite a few technical glitches initially, we have coped quite well. Covid-19 has had a profound affect in 
our own community, throughout the country and around the world. Most of us have  
experienced sadness or health concerns within our own families or among our friends. Many things have 
changed and some of the changes will last. But, I think we will all agree that our sense of community is 
stronger and, with the roll out of the vaccine, there will soon be opportunities for people to meet again 
and to take up interests and activities old and new. 
The strength of our community cannot be better exemplified than by the way residents came together to 
provide such valuable comfort and assistance for older and more vulnerable people in our Parish during 
the pandemic.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed my second year as Chairman of St Lawrence Parish Council. The ever 
changing responsibilities of the Council certainly keep the position both challenging and rewarding.  
My thanks must certainly go to Cllr. Marian Gibson for all her help supporting me in her role as Vice-
Chairman. Her knowledge of planning is a fantastic asset to the Council. I would also like to thank my 
fellow Councillors for the excellent work they do on behalf of the Council.  
During  the past year the Council has worked hard on behalf of its parishioners and items of note are: 
Change to online banking: Upgrade of play equipment: Move and repair of village sign: Greening of the 
village: Extra Litter pick in the village: New design Newsletter  
The Parish Council is proud to support its local community groups. To this end the Council has provided 
£1,000 by way of grant funding to: - St Lawrence Village Hall and St Lawrence and Newlands Church 
As you can see, St Lawrence Parish Council has achieved a great deal this year and the Council has 
plenty of exciting things planned for the future. 
Of course, none of this would be possible without the dedication and commitment of a fantastic team. 
And last but by no means least my special thanks go to Kevin Money, Clerk to the Council. 
It has been an honour and a privilege to have served as Chairman of St Lawrence Parish Council during 
the past year. I believe that our actions have had a continued positive impact on providing constantly 
improving facilities within the Parish and will continue to do so in future years. 
 

055/2021 Apologies for Absence were received from MDC Cllr P. Channer and M. Helm 
 

056/2021 Election of Chairman for the 2021/22 year 
Cllr M. Gibson proposed Cllr G. Lewsey to act as Chairman of the Council for the 2021/22 year. 
Cllr E. Roberts seconded. All Agreed. 
Cllr G. Lewsey then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office document. 
Cllr G. Lewsey then thanked Councillors for their continued support in him. 
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057/2021 Election of Vice-Chairman for the 2021/22 year 
Cllr G. Lewsey proposed Cllr M. Gibson to act as Vice-Chairman of the Council for the 2021/22 year. 
Cllr C. Thorne seconded. All Agreed. 
Cllr M. Gibson then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office document. 
  

058/2021 Election of Appointments and Employment committee  
Cllr G. Lewsey proposed Cllr D. Bonich and E. Roberts to undertake the St. Lawrence Parish Newsletter.  
Cllr C. Thorne seconded. All Agreed 
 

059/2021 To re-adopt all Council policies – sent prior to meeting 
Cllr G. Lewsey, said that as all Councillors have received the SLPC policies, proposed to accept these 
en-bloc. Cllr C. Thorne seconded.  
RESOLVED: All SLPC policies be accepted en-bloc for the 2021/22 year. All Agreed 
 

060/2021 2021/22 Chairman to Close Annual meeting 
The Chairman then closed the SLPC AGM meeting at 7.10pm 

 
FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllrs G. Lewsey (Chairman), M. Gibson (Vice-Chairman), D. Bonich, E. Roberts, C. Thorne, & 
Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council). There were 0 members of the public present. 
 

061/2021 Chairman welcome. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the SLPC Full Council 
meeting 
 

062/2021 Apologies for Absence were received from MDC Cllr P. Channer and M. Helm 
 

063/2021 Declaration of Interest 
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or non-Pecuniary Interest relating to items on the 
Agenda. 
Cllr C. Thorne declared a Pecuniary Interest in item 070/2021 (b)  
 

064/2021 Minutes  
To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 26th. April 2021.  
All Agreed 
 

065/2021 Public Question Time – A total maximum time of 15 minutes is allowed. 
No questions from the public 
 

066/2021 District Councillor/s Report 
No report was given by District Councillors 
 

067/2021 Representative Reports 
 

a) Greening of the village – To receive a written report from Cllr C. Thorne 
This has been an extremely trying month, with the very dry weather and some difficulty in obtaining 
materials making for very slow progress. 
But on the upside the team has been able to plant up some saplings into pots for later use when more 
established. They are looking after these on a personal level to ensure that they will not dry out, which is 
one of our main problems. 
One of the team, Phil Bevan has fitted some fenders to the Dinghy planter which we are thinking of 
getting the children at Diddydots to paint and colour up. This should give them a personal connection 
with the boat and plants. This could be good for the future in maintaining the area and give the children a  
reason to protect them. 
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To assist in the chore of watering we have purchased a hose pipe and trolley, which we would like to 
store in the porta cabin. If we could have a key, I will get copies cut for the team to use, assuming that is 
ok. 
The saplings that we planted by the Village sign are struggling in this drought but are growing, watering 
these is quite arduous but by using large water containers we are managing, Just. 
When the new proposed sign for Jubilee Field and car park are erected would it be a good idea to clear 
and plant up the area where the hedge has been removed? 
 

b) Recreation Ground update – To receive a written report from Cllrs C. Thorne & D. Bonich 
Playground Report & Jubilee Field 
The timber edging repairs to the Play area & Activity area have been successfully completed and the 
New Bark was delivered on the 05-05-2021 having been sourced from Tolleshunt Turf Supplies who 
were extremely helpful. This arrived on a large Walking floor lorry which unloaded the bark onto the Field 
access road; road cones were placed at the front of the lorry to maintain a footpath space for 
pedestrians. The lorry arrived at 8.30 am which was a busy time for this village with drop offs to the 
Playschool, we had given the playschool prior notice of the expected delivery and most mums used the 
bottom access to the car park. All went really smoothly with some kind comments from some of the 
parents. Fortunately, Richard Garwood was cutting the grass that day so that this meant that with a bit of 
re gigging to his plant and tools he was able to spread the bark a day ahead of schedule. The result was 
extremely pleasing with all the site cleared of bark and equipment by early afternoon. I maintained a 
presence on site during the whole operation to try to eliminate and deal with any problems that may have 
been encountered. Hopefully, the Play Bark will now meet the requirements of the next independent 
inspection. The material used was supplied by TMABARK, Product: Pine Nuggets (BS EN 1177:2008), 
delivery note number 23173, with UK Plant Passport attached. 
The visual inspection of the Play equipment will be carried out as per the required report date of 21-05-
2021 and will be recorded on the appropriate forms. 
I have been in discussion with a local company, JWA Construction, regarding a new Sign board for 
Jubilee Field. This would utilise the existing metal posts for support. I will describe this verbally at the 
meeting. The cost would be £650.00. We have also been in contact with a local specialist who is going to 
give advice and a costing. 
One of our residents, a Mr Jez McCoy, has been in contact to discuss as to whether they could use the 
football goals over some weekends, for locals to use. He has said that he would erect and dismantle the 
nets and would even purchase them. As you know, we have I believe some nets, so maybe these could 
be used? 
Cllr G. Lewsey to contact Brandon to see if he wishes to use the recreation ground. 
Cllr D. Bonich informed the meeting that the recreation gates will be supplied and fitted next week. 
 

c) Passenger Transport report – To receive a written report from Cllr E. Roberts 
Cllr E. Roberts informed the meeting that Passenger Transport meeting should restarted again the 
Autumn.  

 

068/2021 Planning Application/s 
21/00428/FUL - 25 Mountview Crescent St Lawrence Essex CM0 7NT 

Extension to existing garage to form garden day room 
RESOLVED: No comment on this application because of the poor quality of the plans submitted 
 
The next Planning Committee meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday 14th. June 2021 at 7pm 
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069/2021 Decision/s made by MDC 
Councillors noted the decisions made by MDC affecting SLPC 
HOUSE/MAL/21/00117 - 558 Beachy Drive St Lawrence Essex CM0 7NB. 
Single storey front and side extension. REFUSE  
 

HOUSE/MAL/21/00144 - 55 Mountview Crescent St Lawrence Essex CM0 7NS. 
Demolition of existing summer room and the erection of a single storey side/rear extension and the 
installation of rooflights and Juliet balcony to create a first floor, removal of existing chimney and alterations 
to external materials. APPROVE subject to conditions 
 

070/2021 Finance 
a. Bank balances as at 30th. April 2021 and 2021/22 budget account  

Councillors noted the Bank balances as at 30th. April 2021 and 2021/22 budget account  
 

b. Councillors to agree payments of May 2021  
Cllr G. Lewsey proposed and Cllr M. Gibson seconded authorising the May 2021 payments. All Agreed 
 

c. To Receive the Internal Auditors report for 2020/21 
Councillors noted the Internal Auditors report for 2020/21 
 

d. To Receive and, if agreed, sign Section 1 Annual Governance Statement of AGAR 2020/21 
Cllr M. Gibson proposed and Cllr E. Roberts seconded that the Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 
of AGAR 2020/21 be signed by the Chairman and Clerk. All Agreed 
 

e. To Receive and, if agreed, sign Section 2 – Accounting Statement of AGAR 2020/21 
Cllr M. Gibson proposed that the Section 2 – Accounting Statement of AGAR 2020/21 be signed by the 
Chairman and RFO. All Agreed 
 
 

071/2021 To receive written report from External meetings attended by Councillors  
No written reports were circulated 
 
 
Items for Next Agenda 
Co-Option of new Councillors 
 
Next meeting will be held in the VILLAGE HALL on WEDNESDAY 23.06.21 at 7pm 
Further meeting dates are to be held on 
WEDNESDAY 28.07.21: 22.09.21: 27.10.21: 24.11.21: 15.12.21 at the Village Hall 
 
 
072/2021 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm and thanked everyone for attending. 
 
 
 
 
 


