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 PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMANS REPORT : CLLR GERRY LEWSEY

Welcome to the Autumn edition of St Lawrence Parish Council
Newsletter. We have had some changes on the Parish Council this
year.   

In July, we welcomed Debbie Montague to the Parish Council, who
joined us as a Parish Councillor and at the end of August Ruth
Langley resigned.  On behalf of everyone, I would like to thank Ruth
for all her hard work which was much appreciated.I would like to
personally thank all the volunteers and co-ordinators for the hard
work they have done in the village during the Pandemic outbreak.
It’s nice to see everyone can pull together to help others in our
village, including the Thursday night clapping which seems so long
ago now.

The police contacted all Town and Parish Councils on the Dengie to
get information on what problems they are experiencing in
September. I did inform them of some problems we have in St
Lawrence and they will be carrying out more patrols in the village.
They also arranged a Police Roadshow at the village hall on the
19th September which I’m sure other issues were raised at. 
 However, if anyone has any issues whether it is business or
personal then please do not hesitate to contact them.

Following this years safety inspection of our playground equipment
at the Jubilee Field we identified that the swings were in need of
replacement so these were subsequently replaced in September.
See photo below. If anyone notices any problems in the playground
or the Jubilee Field, then please contact one of the Parish
Councillors as soon as possible. 

W E L C O M E

Best regards,

Gerry Lewsey
Chairman



U S E F U L  C O N T A C T S

PARISH COUNCILLORS

PARISH CLERK/PFO

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS

Gerry Lewsey - 07516 347 520 - cllrglewsey.slpc@gmail.com

 Kevin Money -  07810 781 509 - slparishclerk@gmail.com

ADDRESS: 7 Roach Vale, Colchester, Essex CO4 3YN

Marian Gibson - 01621 778 102 - cllrgibson.slpc@gmail.com
Derek Bonich - 01621 778 604 - cllrbonich.slpc@gmail.com

Debbie Montague - 01621 778 477 - cllrdmontague.slpc@gmail.com
Liz Roberts - 01621 779 853 - cllrroberts.slpc@gmail.com

CLLR. Penny Channer -  01621 740 607 
cllr.penny.channer@maldon.gov.uk

Christopher Throne - 01621 779 123 - cllrthorne.slpc@gmail.com

UK Power Networks - 0800 31 63 105
Essex Police NON Emergency - 101 
South Essex Parking Partnership - 01245 606710 

Essex and Suffolk Water - 0345 782 0999
Anglian Water -  0345 791 9155 
Essex County Council (Highways) - 0345 603 7631
 Maldon District Council - 01621 854 477

CLLR. Michael Helm -  01621 740 508 
cllr.michael.helm@maldon.gov.uk



F I N D  T H E  A N S W E R S  A T  T H E  B A C K !

W O R D  S E A R C H :  T H E  V I L L A G E  O F  S T  L A W R E N C E
B A Y

 P U Z Z L E

Beachy
Spinnaker
Anchorage 
Seaway 
Tinnocks
WickFarm
Plovers
Waterside

Boat
Mountview
BayView
JetSki 
Stone 
Sailing 
Sunset



N O T I C E S

Would you like to have an advert in your parish
newsletter? 
If you have an event or story that you wish to share in the next
edition due out in December.

Please email: magazine.slpc20@gmail.com by 30th October. 

Costs for advertising per issue are as follows: See sizes and prices
below:£10 for a full page 128mm x 190mm,
£5 for a half page 128mm x 93mm 

Once your advert has been accepted an invoice will be issued for
payment to be made to St Lawrence Parish Council

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library visits Diddydots Nursery, in the Jubilee Car Park,
every three weeks on a Thursday morning between 11.40am and
12.10am. 

Face coverings must be worn at all times  

Dates for the Next visits are:  
05 November 2020 
26 November 2020 
17 December 2020

Body Blitz

Have you tried Body Blitz classes at St Lawrence Village Hall? 

Body Blitz is a body conditioning/toning class using weights,
resistance bands and tubes and is suitable for all ages and abilities.

Classes run on Monday 6-7pm and 7.30-8.30pm and on Tuesday &
Thursday 7.30-8.30pm.



W H A T S  O N

Event

Event

Village Hall

Church Centre

Day + Time

Mon & Thurs 8am - 4pm
Tues, Weds & Fri 

8am - 2pm

Wendy Butterwick
07846 205232 OR 

01621 778646

Phil Bevan
01621 778374

Marian Gibson 
01621 778102

Every 3 weeks in the Jubilee
Car Park

Nikki 07963 785718 
OR 01621 779027

Cathie Bonich (President)
07891 916780

Rachel Lipscombe
07875 500777 OR 

01621 778695

Mondays 6-7 & 7 - 8.30pm
Tuesday, Thursday 

7.30pm - 8.30pm

Tuesdays 3.00-5.00pm

Wednesday and Friday 
2.45pm - 4.15pm

11.40 - 12.10am

Thursdays 
4.45 - 6.30pm

Second Wednesday of every
Month 7.30-10pm

Monday 10 - 12 am

Monday 1 - 5 pm

Tuesday 10 - 12 Midday

Wednesday 2.30 - 4pm

Friday 10-12 Midday 

Friday 5pm- 7pm

Jenny Betts 01621 779954

Jane Pudney 01621 772345

Margaret Garlick 01621 779328

Diddydots Nursery

Pebbles

Bridge

Coffee Morning

Cafe Extra

Hobby Craft Group

St Lawrence Singers

Keep Fit

Table Tennis Club

Tai Chi

Essex Library Van

Yoga

Womens Institute

Day + Time

HALL BOOKINGS
Please contact Marian for all future booking enquiries on 01621 778102

All Activities are subject to changes and should be pre-booked with the Organisers

Who to contact

Who to contact



Village Hall Update

2020 has been a strange year for all of us and the Hall has not been any different. It was
closed for months as all regular users are well aware.   In June, Rachel managed to get
Diddydots up and running as the Government Guidelines were changed.  We were told
the Hall would be able to open at the beginning of July for other activities – but when
the guidelines came out they weren’t very helpful. We could hold an indoor market or a
few other things – none of them helpful to the hall users! 

 Finally, we were allowed to start up exercise classes from 25th July.  Wendy Butterwick
was the first in with Keep Fit classes and I know she has been keeping in touch with users
via Facebook. Then Tai Chi classes restarted and now Table Tennis is operating too.  The
floor is covered with markers for social distancing.

There has been a lot of work behind the scenes to enable the hall to reopen. The whole
cleaning regime has had to be changed. It is making an enormous amount of extra work
and we have taken the decision that the kitchen will remain closed at this stage. As you
know it is really only a kitchenette and isn’t big enough to allow social distancing. A
number of groups have not made a decision on what they will do – the rules make it
quite difficult for some to operate. The rules also have a nasty habit of changing at very
short notice.  All user groups are made aware of what they have to do. 

Currently we are not taking bookings for any parties – this is partially due to cleaning
requirements and partially to the rules on what can and can’t be done (mind you they
could be different by the time you read this). We apologise for this but frankly it is not
practical at present. Thank you to everyone who has supported the Hall in the 8 years
since it opened.  We look forward to welcoming everyone back as soon as it is feasible.
Marian, Tony, Rachel, Bob, Karl, Sally and ElaineTrustees of St Lawrence Village Hall

Church Centre Update

Please note that no bookings are being taken for the Church Centre and none of the
above clubs are currently meeting as the Church Centre is not open, due to social
distancing and cleaning guidelines.

Contact Shirley on 01621 779403 for any future enquires

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



F I N D  T H E  A N S W E R S  A T  T H E  B A C K !

S U D O K U  

 P U Z Z L E



It seems odd saying Autumn 2020, but it does
feel like Autumn is already on the march.  This
is such a strange year, as we all know, but
luckily enough the plants don’t realise this. 
 They have grown (some at least, but not all)
and have given some much needed colour to
the grey car park and a grey situation that a lot
of us find ourselves in. 
     
The Covid19 situation has had a serious impact
so far on what we could achieve for the current
year, affecting our planting plans and making
any face to face meetings to discuss our
options impossible. 

Our planned tree planting which had been co-
ordinated with Rachel Lipscombe of Diddydots
Nursery, had to be cancelled due to the
outbreak of Covid19, which left us with the
problem of what we could achieve.  With a bit
of head scratching and after carrying out a Risk
Assessment, Rachel and I devised a scheme
that would allow us to plant the majority of the
trees.  Considering that our original plans were
to involve the parents of the children at the
nursery and members of the community we had
to totally re think our options .

Fortunately, we achieved our goal with the kind
and enthusiastic help of our team and the
planting was carried out within the
Governments guidelines of the day, which left
us with sore arms and throats due to the fact
that we had to shout our instructions to each
other. It was good fun though, especially when
it was over. 

As we all know, the planting was carried out at
the very start of the Covid19 lockdown, and
since then we have had to contend with one of
the driest summers on record as well! With the
help of the aforementioned team, we have
been able to water the trees and dinghy
planter, at least once a week,

up to the present time. The dinghy planter
has had the introduction of some plants that
have been kindly over wintered by members
of the community.

Unfortunately, it would appear that we are
going to suffer quite high mortality rate on
the trees though. Rachel is in discussion with
the Woodland Trust, who provided the
original saplings and understands that owing
to the situation that we all found ourselves
in, they will hopefully provide us with a
further supply of saplings in the autumn.

As most of you may of noticed we have re-
furbished the Village Sign and sited it in a
much more prominent position, I actually
saw a couple of walkers taking a photo of it.  
The base of the sign has a planter base, and
we have only recently been able to plant this
up, guess what?  Yes it rained.  So giving the
new plants a good start.

Hopefully, it will be possible to resume our
normal activities in the very near future but
obviously the Government Health guidelines
will dictate our operations.

I would like once again to say a big, big,
thank you to our team of helpers, for putting
up with all that the Weather and Covid19
could throw at us. Perseverance must be one
of the top requirements of being a gardener.
You never know next year could be a better
year.

On a final note, I would like to remind
everyone that this is an inclusive community
project and that all help is really welcome. If
you can grow just one plant, or dig a hole, or
donate something it would be greatly
appreciated.

Looking to a green and colourful future,

Chris Thorne

B I T S  A N D  B O B S

Greening The Village



The Front Cover Photographer: Daniel Reed

This Managzine's front cover was taken by the fabulous Daniel Reed. Every magazine we will
feature a different picture of St Lawrence Bay! If you would like one of your pictures
featured please get in contact with Derek Bonich (cllrbonich.slpc@gmail.com) or Debbie
Montague (cllrdmontague.slpc@gmail.com).
 
A few words from Daniel: 

The Parish council has very kindly asked if I would like to put a few shots into the Parish
Magazine to which I replied of course. St Lawrence Bay is a truly a gem to a photographer
like myself. My subjects range from weddings and happy events, rivers and insects. But more
recently I’ve been interested in Cosplay shoots, which is usually people dressing up as their
favourite film and comic characters and having fun. I'm also the Photographer for Invasion
Colchester, which is a cosplay event in the town and is for charity. 

Well this year has almost stopped all cosplay events and so I desperately wanted to still use
my time productively. So back to the beach, here in the village is where I made my stand.
I’ve been totally amazed and some might say obsessed with the views here. The sunrises
have been superb, but this year my main subject was the sunset, watching Helios (Greek God
of Sun) carry away the sun each night. It's amazing to see the villages visual high point
change from minute to minute not knowing what will happen next. The flow of the water and
the traveling of the clouds.  

To celebrate I’ve been posting online on the village Facebook page and the response has
been so kind and supportive. As a result I'm currently selling, photos, canvases, calendars
and now a range of postcards all of the beach and surrounding area.  If you would like to
contact me please email danieljreed@hotmail.co.uk or contact me on Instagram using
@captainceramics

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



St Lawrence Bay WI 
The St Lawrence Bay WI (formerly the Stone WI) has an active group of 24 members and
we are always looking out for new recruits – as a group, although under the umbrella of
the National Federation of Women’s Institutes, following the principles and codes of
conduct of this well known charitable organisation, our group has it’s own diversity and
drives it’s own meetings and activities.  

During lockdown and beyond we have kept in touch through garden gatherings and
monthly newsletters.  Prior to the introduction of the rule of six we did manage a picnic on
the Jubilee Field for all members – it was really good to see people we hadn’t seen since
January and share our experiences of the last few months.  

Many had been busy with lock down projects, including installing garden ponds, laying
patios, decorating, knitting and sewing projects, making and selling greetings cards,
clearing out unwanted items and selling them on the roadside, learning a foreign
language or merely managing the daily round of living through a pandemic.  

We also manage to raise funds for local charities, the selling of plants raised a sum of over
£300, bric a brac sales saw an additional £150 and the greeting cards raised another £100.  
A tremendous effort by members, and gratefully appreciated by the recipients, not bad in
lockdown.

Our programme has had to be put on hold for the time being – 
but we will reconvene when it is safe to do so.  

Should you be interested in joining our group, for friendship and a shared interest in
learning and activity, please do get in touch.Cathie Bonich WI President St Lawrence Bay,
cathiebonich@hotmail.com

Tai Chi

It’s been a very sad time for the Tai Chi Club with the loss of Anne Tucker.   Anne was one of
our instructors and kept us all in order with gentle humour.  We miss her desperately but we
are keeping on – she would have expected nothing less.

The group started with some outdoor sessions on the Jubilee Field before we could go into
the hall – and a number of residents commented at the time, recognising what we were
doing.

Now we are back in the Village Hall with Brenda Major leading us (she was always chief
instructor).  We’re meeting on Wednesday and Friday afternoons, starting at 2.30pm. 
 Currently we are finishing at about 4pm as we aren’t having a tea break as the kitchen is
currently closed.  It’s a bit different – but Tai Chi is an exercise form that lends itself very
well to social distancing.  It’s a gentle form of exercise that is good for health and fitness.  I
know all of us had missed our regular classes and have already felt the benefit of the
structured exercise.

If you want more details contact Marian on 01621 778102.

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



Community Support
The village certainly came together when we were thrown into lockdown and volunteers came
forward to help and support their neighbours.

A group of co-ordinators was set up to ensure that every road in the village had a contact, who
was responsible for ensuring that help was organised for neighbours in need. This covered the
elderly and vulnerable who were advised to shield themselves, as well as those that were self
isolating due to having Covid19 symptoms.  Help was arranged in the form of collecting
prescriptions and assisting with organising food shopping.

 Both Cllr. Marion Gibson and I registered with the Maldon & District Community Volunteer
Service, who arranged a support system for the area and St Lawrence was praised for having
been so well organised. 

I formed a WhatsApp group for the Co-ordinators, which allowed me to share information
quickly and offer support amongst them around the village. We will maintain this contact so
that we can quickly address any future situations that arise, whether it be Covid19 related or
any other emergencies we find ourselves dealing with.  

Well done to all those who have and continue to contribute their time to help support their
neighbours. 

If anyone needs to know who their Co-ordinator is please do not hesitate to contact me. My
contact details can be found under Parish Councillors contact details.

Best wishes to you all and Keep safe 
Debbie Montague

Coronavirus update
Social distancing is still important

Social distancing is vital, now more than ever, to prevent the further
spread of COVID-19

Wherever possible, it is important to maintain a minimum distance of
two metres between you and someone outside of your household

Where two metres is not possible, a minimum distance of one metre
plus is advised, along with other mitigating measures such as face

coverings and good hand hygiene

Stay alert and stay safe by following the latest social distancing
guidance

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



C H U R C H  

DATE

01/11/2020

08/11/2020

29/11/2020

Holy 
Communion

Holy 
Communion

Remembrance
Sunday

LOCATIONSERVICE

Church 
Centre

Church 

Church 
Centre

10.30AM

10.30AM

10.45AM

TIME

St Lawrence Church Services 

In addition to the services below, there is a Live Zoom service every Sunday at 9am and a
Live Bible Study via Zoom on Monday evenings from 7.30pm-8.30pm. 

There is also a service at 10.30am every Sunday at the Church Centre.

A Confirmation Service will be held locally at 4pm on Sunday 18th October and at
Chelmsford Cathedral on Sunday 22 November. If you are interested in being Confirmed
please contact Revd Steven.

For more information on any of the above please contact Reverend Steven Poss

Telephone:- 01621 779620

Email:- stevenposs@hotmail.com



OBITUARY

It was a great shock to the village when Mel Tucker announced with a broken heart that that
her wonderful Mum, Anne Tucker had passed away on the 7th June, after losing her long and
difficult battle with cancer.She had fought a heroic fight and passed as she lived with quiet
dignity. 

Anne was well known in the village for running the Post Office in the Dairy Stores for over 20
years, as well as selling Avon and the Tai Chi classes.  She was a lovely lady; kind, caring and
well respected in the village.  She will be sadly missed by everyone. 

As per her very adamant wishes and partly due to the Covid19 situation, Anne had a direct
cremation with no funeral service. Her ashes were later scattered at St Peters Chapel and
when restrictions ease, Mel will be hiring the village hall to have a celebration of Anne’s life. 

Personally, I cannot say enough about Anne.  Us two Anne’s worked alongside each other
with two Post Offices supporting each other for many years.   People were often confused as
to which Anne it was and which Post Office.  For those that don’t know, when I had my four
children I only every had the best babysitter, Yes Anne! Years ago my four children had the
pleasure of their parents going out every week and Anne coming round to babysit. 

Thanks must go to all those involved in making and arranging the flower planter and plaque,
which now stands outside the shop.  
Pauline and Michelle organised a rose in Anne’s name and money was 
donated to Farleigh Hospice to the sum of £160.

Like everyone else I have so much good to say about Anne, 
she will be truly missed.

Anne Brown 

ST Lawrence Singers

Sadly The Singers are not meeting at the moment and it seems unlikely that we will able
to put on a Christmas Concert this year. 

We normally meet at the Church Centre on Friday nights and we always welcome
prospective new members. So if you are interested in joining us please don’t hesitate to
contact me.

We will look forward to seeing everyone again in 2021 if not before.
Margaret

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



Numbers are currently restricted due to COVID-19 so that social distancing can
be observed. All equipment is cleaned before each class, and pre-booking is
required. First class is half price at £2. For more information search Wendy

Butterwick on Facebook or call 07846 205232 / 01621 778646.

 Mon + Thurs - 8am - 4pm              Tues, Weds & Fri - 8am - 2pm 

Offering Sessional and Full day care for funded and non-funded children

St Lawrence Village Hall,  Main Road, St Lawrence.
Please call for more information and updates on Covid restrictions that we

have in place. 
Tel: 07903 585922, 01621 778965 or 07875 500777

www.diddydots-nursery.co.uk

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



The Stone Watersports Club, now in its 51st year of being part of the beautiful
village of St Lawrence Bay Essex, formed back in 1969. The club has produced

many successful water skiers over the years who have gone on to become
world champions and European champions and British champions and speed

record holders. Essentially, we are a family orientated club, who cater for
water users be that wakeboarding, water skiing, jet skiing, paddle boarding 

 and windsurfing. 

This year has been a very strange year because of the Covid pandemic and we
have not taken on any new members, as a lot of our members who would

normally renew have not been in a position to do so for various reasons and as
a club we took the decision to keep their membership places open until next

year as a goodwill gesture.

 We do currently have a waiting list but we are hoping that next year things
may change and we will be able to take some of the people on the waiting list,
normally at this time of year we would be planning our annual fireworks night
where we open the club up for everyone in the village to attend. Unfortunately
because of events this year we will not be able to hold the fireworks party, but

hopefully things will change next year and we will be in a position to again. 

 The stonewaterports club would like to take this opportunity to say thank you
to all the residents and we wish you all the very best for the future. 

Regards Stone Watersports Committee

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



 N O T I C E S



Parish Council Meeting's 

To comply with Social Distancing rules the Parish Council meetings are being
held in the Village Hall. 

Please see the website www.stlawrencepc.co.uk for Meeting Agenda and
Minutes.  

These are also displayed on the Village Notice boards.  

Meetings commence with public question time - have your chance to have your
say

B I T S  A N D  B O B S



W O R D  S E A R C H :  T H E  V I L L A G E  O F  S T  L A W R E N C E
B A Y

A N S W E R S

 P U Z Z L E

Beachy
Spinnaker
Anchorage 
Seaway 
Tinnocks
WickFarm
Plovers
Waterside

Boat
Mountview
BayView
JetSki 
Stone 
Sailing 
Sunset
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A N S W E R S
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