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Welcome to the Easter edition of the St Lawrence Parish Newsletter. I would like to thank
all volunteers who have stepped up once again in the lockdown to assist the most
vulnerable in our village. It wasn’t easy to do when the snow and icy conditions came. 

As you may be aware the gate posts in the Jubilee Field car park have rotted and
consequently, the gate fell down. A further inspection of the other gates revealed a need to
replace them. We are now in the process of renewing all of the gates. However, this is
taking a little longer than normal because of the situation we are in at the moment.

As the country moves towards a new normal following the mass vaccine programme, events
and socialising will start to happen (fingers crossed). If anyone has got any events which
they are planning to do in the village once we are able to - then please let us know about
them and we will publish them in the Newsletter.

I must now go onto something more unpleasant (no pun intended). We have had numerous
reports of dog fouling in the Jubilee Field and in other areas around the village. Can I
remind all dog owners to pick up your dog faeces and dispose in bins or take home. Please
note the dog litter can also be placed in a black litter bin (not any bins near shops) if a dog
bin is not nearby.

There is ongoing maintenance and replacement programme for the play equipment and
expect to see work being undertaken in 2021. I try to inspect the equipment weekly but
should you notice any problems - please get in touch with the Parish Clerk on
slparishclerk@gmail.com 

Keep safe.
 
 

C H A I R M A N S  W E L C O M E  

Cllr. Gerry Lewsey
Chairman



F I N D  T H E  A N S W E R S  A T  T H E  B A C K !

W O R D  S E A R C H :   

 P U Z Z L E S

S U D O K U  



Can spring only be a short time away? Well I hope so but sitting here looking out at
the snow and ice I am not quite so sure. With this Covid situation I feel that some
brightness in the future is much called for so can we all help with this? Well I hope so,
here are a few suggestions.
When we are over this present situation that we all find ourselves in, would it be
possible to create a sitting area at the north end of Jubilee field, facing south looking
into the sun. This could comprise of two benches, a nice large tree of an appropriate
type and some roses for colour and scent with some under planting. It would be a nice
area to sit and chat and watch the world go by. Has anyone got any suggestions on
this? I have discussed the outline of this subject with the Parish Council and they are
in agreement with the Plan and have very kindly agreed to fund the project so that we
can purchase the necessary plants, compost etc.
One of the other areas that we would like to work upon is the Look Out, adjacent to
the Stone Inn. This area would greatly benefit from a large planter, shrubs and plants
that would stand up to the rigours of the environment and reflect the types of plants
that would naturally grow on the shoreline.
The saplings that we planted last year have in the main succumbed to the drought
that was experienced last year. Never to be beaten, Rachel of Diddydots playschool
has received another delivery of saplings from the Woodland Trust. She has asked her
children’s parents if they would foster these plants and pot them up, to give them a
better chance of survival for this year. Then they could be transplanted later this year
when conditions and the environment are suitable. We have been able to plant some
of these saplings in to the field over the last week even though the ground is
extremely wet. Most of the spring bulbs that were planted last year are starting to
poke their heads out of the ground and should make a nice display.
It is on our list of jobs to improve the soil in the border adjacent to the fence of the
play area and to carry on planting shrubs and bulbs that will improve the look of the
grounds. If anyone has suitable plants they would be greatly appreciated.
On a final and positive note I would like to remind everyone that these works are
open to all, and positive input, ideas, help and donations of plants are extremely
welcome. Please just get in touch by phone, email or Facebook.  
Good Greening,
Cllr. Chris Thorne, 
Email: cllrthorne.slpc@gmail.com

 

G R E E N I N G  T H E  V I L L A G E  

mailto:cllrthorne.slpc@gmail.com


WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICE 

DAN BOTT 

Regular 4 or 8 week cleans
 

Tel: 
07979 227295 

The St Lawrence Singers 

The St Lawrence Singers are, sadly, still silent.  There is very little information
or guidance in the 'unlockdown roadmap' about choirs and whether they can
resume meeting.  Hopefully June 21st will allow them to get back to normal
like everybody else. 

We have all survived and can't wait to resume rehearsals. We will be
preparing for a bumper Christmas concert to make up for all the carols we
missed last Christmas and will look forward to seeing you all then if not
before. 

If anyone would care to come and join us you would be most welcome. We
meet on a Friday between 5.45pm and 7.00 pm. If you want to know more
contact Margaret on 01621 779328.

 
t



At present, we continue to have our church services online, due to Covid-19.

Our main Sunday service is available online and can be accessed at anytime and is available via
Facebook or the following website under the service section on the left-hand side of the page:- St
Lawrence - A Church Near You

We also hold our main Sunday service live via zoom at 10am on Sundays. Again the information
to access this is available via Facebook and the website link. If for any reason you cannot access
this, please contact Revd Steven on 01621 779620 or email stevenposs@hotmail.com

We will be starting our Lent Course – Where is God? – from Thursday 25 February via zoom. If
you are interested in attending this course, please contact Revd Steven.

We are also holding our Café Extra Wednesday afternoon meetings from 2.30pm-3.30pm on
zoom during this time. For more information on this, please contact Revd Steven.

 S T  L A W R E N C E  C H U R C H  

ST LAWRENCE WI 
We hope you are all well and safe.  Unfortunately, over the last year, we have not been able
to meet and have the very valued friendship, education, fundraising, entertainment and
good fun that we usually share at WI.  

The Committee have tried to continue to give some value for money over the past year, but
it has been extremely difficult during the pandemic to fulfil all the members expectations. 
 However, I am sure we are not the only organisation that has had this issue. Most members
accept that we are in exceptional times and there is a small light at the end of the long
tunnel. 

We have continued to support our local and national charities and take part in the National
Federation Agenda, albeit in the new virtual world.  We will aim to start our meetings again
as soon as we are allowed, taking into consideration, some members who have requested
afternoon meetings.  We hope to have our AGM and summer party on Wednesday 14th July
– time to be agreed. This will be followed by monthly meetings alternating between
afternoon and evening sessions, with some additional regular social events in the form of
garden gatherings and coffee mornings. We have also initiated a monthly raffle with the
home delivery of an afternoon tea as the star prize!

If there is any lady who would like to join our friendly group or find out more about how the
St Lawrence Bay WI operates, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
cathiebonich@hotmail.com
Thank you 
Cathie Bonich



During the building of the new extension at St Lawrence it was noted that the main church roof
might need repairs. A full survey revealed that the roof is in poor condition and recommended

that all the original roof tiles should be removed and re-laid on new timber battens. It was
estimated that possibly 30% of the existing tiles could be reused. Tenders have been received for

the work and the cost is estimated to be around £80,000.
 

As part of the fundraising, The Friends of St Lawrence Newlands Church has launched an appeal
where people are invited to buy as many tiles as they like at £3.00 each. Each donor with be

given a certificate to acknowledge their contribution and there will be a list of donors put up in
the church.

 

St Lawrence Newlands Church Roof Appeal



THE FRIENDS OF ST LAWRENCE NEWLANDS CHURCH TRUST
was formed in 2004 with the aim of providing funds to help maintain the fabric of the church

and carry out improvements thus ensuring that the future of the building is secured for
generations to come.

If you would like to join the Friends to help or just be kept up to date with forthcoming events,
please complete this form including the Gift Aid Declaration (if appropriate) so we can claim

back another 25p for every pound you give.
If you would like to join us please complete the application form below and send to:

Bronwen Cook, Treasurer, Friends of St Lawrence Newlands Church Trust,
School House, Southminster Road, St Lawrence, CM0 7NZ

together with your donation including £10.00 per person annual subscription

ARE YOU A FRIEND OF
ST LAWRENCE NEWLANDS CHURCH TRUST?

If not, why not join today! 



Meeting Dates

To comply with Social Distancing Rules, the Parish Council meetings
are being held via Zoom.  All meetings are held on a Monday evening
at 7pm and commence with Public question time - your chance to have
your say.  Agenda and Minutes of the previous meeting are displayed
on the Village Notice Boards five days before the meeting. 

Dates for 2021 are as follows:
22nd MARCH
26th APRIL
24th MAY Parish Council AGM

Please see the Parish Council website www.stlawrencepc.co.uk for
further information.

P A R I S H  C O U N C I L
M E E T I N G  D A T E S  



BOOK YOUR 
ON THE WATER EXPERIENCE

We are very fortunate where we live, St Lawrence is situated on one of the best
rivers in the country and Stone Sailing Club provides the ideal location to gain
uninterrupted access at both High and Low water. 

We offer; excellent changing facilities, cafe, bar, free wi-fi and a lounge deck
that allows the best view of the River Blackwater.  We have a very busy
calendar planned, with on the water activities and social events, with
entertainment, organised most weekends. With the added bonus of a large Car
Park, which is free to all members.

Whatever your age, if you would like to Sail, Paddle Board, Canoe, Windsurf,
Kite Surf or just have a Swim, Stone Sailing Club is your Starting Base. 

We would love to see more villagers and families, benefiting from what the
Club has to offer. We have a very “Open Door” to new members.
The only thing we do not accommodate are boats with propellers. 

So, if you want to De-stress, Relax and Enjoy the water then please contact us
via our new website www.stonesc.org.uk or Facebook page
@stonesailingclub to book a personalised 'On the water experience' and an
opportunity to visit the club and see what we have on offer. 

We look forward to hearing from you.
Stone Sailing Club Committee

STONE SAILING CLUB 
invite you to



PRESCRIPTION DELIVERIES
Thanks must go to Gilly Terkelsen, Kerry Hyland, Elspeth Cowell, Laura Wakefield and
Chris & Christine Thorne for volunteering to deliver the Tillingham Medical Centre
prescriptions within the village during the latest lockdown period.  It has been much
appreciated.

FIRST RESPONDERS 
I am very pleased to report that St Lawrence resident Bill Farries has recently passed his
assessments/exams to become a First Responder and he is now part of the Dengie team
serving our community.  

The Dengie Team has 4 new recruits including Bill, one from Althorne, one from
Bradwell and one in Burnham so there is now 6 or 7 in total but they do need to recruit
more. If you are interested in learning more about this please contact me.  

Bill has asked us to highlight that it is sometimes very difficult for Ambulance crews to
find and locate homes if numbers or names of houses are not clear or cannot be seen
easily from the road, especially at night when there are no lights and this can cause
delays in attendance.  It would therefore be advisable to ensure your property is clearly
signed and lights are put on to assist them should you have an emergency. 

Bill is keen to work with the Parish council to arrange regular first aid courses in the
village too so hopefully we will be able to arrange these in the summer. 

LITTER PICKING 
Maldon District Council are responsible for litter picking other than private roads and
footpaths.  As St Lawrence is largely made up of private roads we therefore have a
limited number of roads that are actually cleared. 

The Parish Council are therefore proposing to provide litter pickers to any volunteers
who are willing to take responsibility for picking up litter and keeping our village clean
and tidy.  If you are willing to do this please contact me for further information. 

PHOTOS
The cover photo of this Newsletter was taken by resident Malcolm House after the snow
fell in February.  If you have a photo of a local scene that you would like to submit for
future editions please forward them to me at my email address below. Thank you 

Cllr. Debbie Montague 
Email: cllrdmontague.slpc@gmail.com

 C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  



V I L L A G E  H A L L  

Mon & Thurs 8am - 4pm
Tues, Weds & Fri 

8am - 2pm

Wendy Butterwick
07846 205232  

Phil Bevan
01621 778374

Marian Gibson 
01621 778102

Nikki 07963 785718 
or 01621 779027

Cathie Bonich (President)
07891 916780

Rachel Lipscombe
07875 500777 or 

01621 778695

Mon 6 - 7pm  &  7 - 8.30pm 
Tues, Thurs 7.30 - 8.30pm

Wednesday and Friday 
2.45pm - 4.15pm

Thursdays 
4.45 - 6.30pm

Second Wednesday of every
Month 7.30-10pm

All Activities are subject to changes and should be pre-booked with the Organisers

Event Day + Time

Tuesdays 3 - 5pm

Diddydots Nursery

Body Blitz 

Table Tennis Club

Tai Chi

Yoga

Womens Institute

Who to contact

 
We offer Sessional and Full day care for funded and non-funded children

Mon + Thurs - 8am - 4pm     Tues, Weds & Fri - 8am - 2pm

At St Lawrence Village Hall, Main Road, St Lawrence.
Please call for more information 
Tel: 07903 585922, 01621 778965 or 07875 500777
www.diddydots-nursery.co.uk



Prints and Needles

Personalised printing and Embroidery
T-shirts, Gifts for Baby or Pets 
See our website for more info 

Tel 01621 927260 or 07923 154090
www.printsandneedlesgiftshop.com

61b High Street, Burnham on Crouch 



W O R D  S E A R C H :   

P U Z Z L E  A N S W E R S     

S U D O K U



CLLR. Penny Channer -  01621 740 607 
cllr.penny.channer@maldon.gov.uk

CLLR. Michael Helm -  01621 740 508 
cllr.michael.helm@maldon.gov.uk

U S E F U L  C O N T A C T S

PARISH COUNCILLORS

PARISH CLERK/PFO

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS

Gerry Lewsey - 07516 347 520 - cllrglewsey.slpc@gmail.com

 Kevin Money -  07810 781 509 - slparishclerk@gmail.com

ADDRESS: 7 Roach Vale, Colchester, Essex CO4 3YN

Marian Gibson - 01621 778 102 - cllrgibson.slpc@gmail.com
Derek Bonich - 01621 778 604 - cllrbonich.slpc@gmail.com

Debbie Montague - 01621 778 477 - cllrdmontague.slpc@gmail.com
Liz Roberts - 01621 779 853 - cllrroberts.slpc@gmail.com
Christopher Thorne - 01621 779 123 - cllrthorne.slpc@gmail.com

UK Power Networks - 0800 31 63 105
Essex Police NON Emergency - 101 
South Essex Parking Partnership - 01245 606710 

Essex and Suffolk Water - 0345 782 0999
Anglian Water -  0345 791 9155 
Essex County Council (Highways) - 0345 603 7631
 Maldon District Council - 01621 854 477


