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Front cover photograph copyright Malcolm House

 
Malcolm is a local photographer producing some stunning images.  If you would like a

copy of this wonderful image or something else from his portfolio for yourselves or as a
gift please contact him on 

email: focus.clickprint@gmail.com  or visit his Etsy Shop focus_click_print
 
 



 
C H A I R M A N S  W E L C O M E  

Cllr. Gerry Lewsey
Chairman

Well, here we are at the start of September and only 3 months to go until Christmas,
where did the time go? If you have ever wondered what your Councillors do I thought
it would helpful to share with you a day in the life of .... the Chairman (Gerry Lewsey)
 
So, on a typical day I firstly log in and check all new emails and make a list of anything
that needs actioning. Yes, still am one of those! Afterwards I swap notes with the clerk
Kevin Money, which can take quite a while depending on what we have been working
on and what has come up.  Next stop I double check the agenda and minutes for the
parish council meeting that is coming up and write the chair report, making notes and
reminders against the agenda just in case I have a senior moment and completely
forget something!
 
Luckily, I know that I will be quickly reminded by one of our councillors or Kevin whom
I rely on. I have been known to pop up to Jubilee Field and have a litter pick, or wander
round the village and check on the benches, dog bins and other SLPC assets to see if
they need attention. Occasionally I may even do a bit of weeding; gets me out and
about, especially in these difficult times.  When we have a public meeting, I make sure
I get to the hall early to ensure everything is ready for 7pm.  Then I chair the meeting
to the best of my abilities which isn’t difficult as all of the “Team St Lawrence”
councillors are brilliant, and easy to work with.  We are all after the same result -
what’s best for St Lawrence.
 
We wish to welcome Rosemary Millet to St Lawrence Parish Council who was co-opted
to a vacancy in June 2021. There is one more vacancy if you are interested - please
contact Kevin Money, SLPC Clerk on slparishclerk@gmail.com for further information. 

 
 



 
3 The Plovers

St Lawrence Bay
 

Tel: 01621 778851 or 07977 790684 
Email: plumber_roy@hotmail.com

 
 

 ROY JACKSON
Plumbing & Property

Maintenance 

CARA'S FOOTCARE
SERVICE

Cara Finnegan 
MCFHP, MAFHP 

Nail Trimming
Reduction of Thickened
Nails
Foot Health Check &
Advice
Removal of Corns and
Calluses (Hard Skin
Removal) 
Cracked Heels 

The following treatments are
available: 

DIABETIC, ELDERLY AND GENERAL FOOTCARE

Email: caracalniamh@yahoo.co.uk
Tel : 07868 497488

Professional footcare in the
comfort of your own home 

Want get involved?
 

If you would like to advertise
 in the newsletter

Or help put the parish 
newsletter together,

we would welcome your support.
Please contact one of the

Councillors
 

Welcome
 

Welcome to Wendy Stamp who
was

successful in the elections, we will
notify you if she is able to join one

of our Parish meetings
cllrwendy.stamp@essex.gov.uk

 
 
 



G R E E N I N G  T H E  V I L L A G E

 P A R I S H  C O U N C I L

Autumn 2021

Hi all, Yes Autumn is knocking on the door. The saplings that are being fostered and
grown on by members of our greening team and parents of the children at Diddydots
playschool are doing well, and it is hoped that we can transplant them out this autumn
into their final position.
Some of the plants in the Dinghy planter have struggled with the weather this year, but
that is gardening so I am told! Think you will agree that having the focus point is a great
addition to the village. 
Just a reminder that this is for the community and all help is welcome. The team, which I
enjoy working with, have some good ideas for next year and as plants get established it
provides a real sense of achievement.  If you are interested, please get in touch with me.

Chris Thorne

 
Parish Council Meeting Dates
 
Members of the public or press are welcome to join these meetings and they
are back in the village hall. To comply with COVID – 19 rules those wishing to
join must email the clerk beforehand as the spaces are limited.
Further information is available on the Parish Website
www.stlawrencepc.co.uk
 
Dates are as follows: 22 September, 27 October, 24 November,
 15 December
 
Agenda are displayed on the Village notice  
boards five days prior to the meetings.
 



 

 
JUBILEE FIELD UPDATE
 
You may have seen we have carried out more work in the Jubilee Field over the last few
months.  In May, the gates and posts were replaced in Jubilee Field as they had become
unsafe. I would like to remind everyone who uses the field and play area to close the gates
for safety as loose dogs and young children could run out into the carpark. 
 
We are slowly replacing play apparatus in the playground as these are over 20 years old and
are becoming unfit for use. Over the last two years we have replaced the swings and multi
use activity frame.
 
The play area Annual inspection has been completed by a ROSPA registered company and
although there were no serious faults found, we did have some amber highlights which will
continue to be monitored and replace/repair as necessary. We also regularly carry out
Inspections and should any faults be identified, then we will act on them as appropriate. 
 
Jubilee Field, play area and equipment is owned by St Lawrence Parish Council. Any
concerns should be reported to the Parish Clerk slparishclerk@gmail.com
 
Cllr Gerry Lewsey 

 
Safety Reminders

Please do not bring dogs into the children’s play area, there is a notice on the gate to
remind you.  The young children sit and play on the bark so any residual dog urine or

excrement would be extremely detrimental to their wellbeing. 
 
 

Driving through the village
Most people love and respect this village but also recognise there are some challenges
with narrow roads and limited pavements.  Please be aware of pedestrians some with

mobility challenges, young children or dogs and cars speeding past them are a major issue. 
 

Clean up
As always please take your litter and dog poo bags home with you or place in the

appropriate bins – thank you
 

U P D A T E S  



 
 

N O T I C E S  

Mobile Library 

 
Church Centre Activities

 
We are delighted to be back welcoming everyone to our gatherings

 
Monday (pm)  Bridge

Tuesday (am)  Coffee Morning
Wednesday (pm) Café Extra

    2-4 Board games
Friday (am)  Hobbies & Craft 10-12

Sunday all ages are welcome for Sunday worship
 

Enquiries regarding the hall or any of the activities please
Contact Eunice tel: 778904

 
 
 

Mobile Library Village Hall Car Park
St Lawrence Bay 

CM0 7LY 
 

The Mobile Library visits every 3 weeks
Day of visit:        Thursday

Time of visit:          11.40am to 12.10pm
Route:            County Mobile 2 week 3

 
 

Public holidays: There is no service on Good Friday, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, 
New Year’s Day or Bank Holidays.

Next visit dates
16 September 2021      07 October 2021 
28 October 2021         18 November 2021

09 December 2021



 
 

 
Our new term at Diddydots starts on 2nd September and we already have lots to

look forward to. We hope to complete our curiosity approach accreditation which
has seen fantastic changes within our setting already, for more info on this please

check out our Diddydots info page on Facebook. 
We have also now embarked on working towards becoming a plastic free nursery
with Surfers against sewage. This is very exciting as it will promote to the children
how to make positive and lasting changes to their environment. We love a walk to
the beach or around our little community so it’s an ideal opportunity to help stop

the destruction in our wild spaces and to the wildlife that live there. 
Check out our new website

www.diddydots-nursery.co.uk for lots more info on everything we do.
 

We offer Sessional and Full day care for funded and non-funded children
 

Mon + Thurs - 8am - 4pm Tues, Weds & Fri - 8am - 2pm
 

At St Lawrence Village Hall, Main Road, St Lawrence.
Please call for more information

el: 07903 585922, 01621 778965 or 07875 500777
www.diddydots-nursery.co.uk

 



 V I L L A G E  H A L L  

Mon & Thurs 8am - 4pm
Tues, Weds & Fri 

8am - 2pm

Wendy Butterwick
07846 205232  

Phil Bevan
01621 778374

Marian Gibson 
01621 778102

Nikki 07963 785718 
or 01621 779027

Cathie Bonich (President)
07891 916780

Rachel Lipscombe
07875 500777 or 

01621 778695

Thursdays 
4.45 - 6.30pm

All Activities are subject to changes and should be pre-booked with the Organisers

Event Day + Time

Tuesdays 3 - 5pm

Diddydots Nursery

Body Blitz 

Table Tennis Club

Tai Chi

Yoga

Womens Institute

Who to contact

Monday, Tuessday, Thurssday
7.30-8.30

Wednesday  3 – 4.30
 

Tai Chi
 
Tai Chi classes at the Village Hall are going from strength to strength as we inch our
way back to fitness after the last 18 months.  If you haven’t tried it, Tai Chi is a
deceptively gentle form of exercise that benefits both health and fitness. Anyone can
do it. There’s no jumping around so those of us withy dodgy hips, knees or ankles can
still join in without fear. It’s all about controlled movement which exercises muscles
you didn’t know you had. 
 
We are meeting for a formal class on Wednesday afternoons – 3pm start time. The
class lasts an hour and a half. Then most Fridays we meet (or some of us meet) for a
practice session. If you fancy finding out more why not come along and join us. 
 
Contact Marian on 778102 for more detail.
 
 

every second Wednesday
7.30 - 9.30pm until Nov

Social Club first  Wednesday starting 01-09 Dorris Richardson



 

STONE SAILING CLUB 
We are fortunate that St Lawrence is situated on one of
the best rivers in the country and we are able to enjoy

water activities so close to home. 
Stone Sailing Club provides the ideal location to launch
at all states of the tide whether you want to sail, kayak,

paddleboard or windsurf.
Stone sailing club welcomes new members.  

Visit our website for more information
www.stonesc.org.uk/membership 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICE 

DAN BOTT 

Regular 4 or 8 week cleans
 

Tel: 
07979 227295 

http://www.stonesc.org.uk/membership
http://www.stonesc.org.uk/membership


 
 

 S T  L A W R E N C E  C H U R C H  

Church Update
 
The  Church are planning a Harvest Supper Saturday 9th October and Harvest
service Sunday 10th October at 6pm
Messy Church in half term either 8th or 9th October, Remembrance Sunday 14th
November at 10.45am 
Nine Lessons and Carols date to be arranged and the Christmas Eve Service Friday
24th December at 6pm.
 The pattern of services at the Church will also change starting in September once
Steven is back from honeymoon, but the Centre services will remain the same. 
These will all be subject to Covid-19 restrictions if any at the time.
Let us all take the opportunity to wish Steven and his lovely wife many
congratulations. 
Reverend Stephen Poss Tel: 01621 779620
Email: stevenposs@hotmail.com
 

St Lawrence Singers
 
Hallelujah! Some great news 
 
The St Lawrence Singers will be starting rehearsals on September 3rd. It will be great to
be back after such a long time.
 
We held two ‘learn to sing again' sessions in August as we all felt we no longer had
voices, but we shall return to our normal Friday practices at the beginning of
September.
 
We shall begin preparations for Christmas, and providing there are no further Covid
restrictions, our Christmas concert will be on December 10th.
 
If you fancy joining us you would be most welcome. 
Just call Margaret on 779328.
 
 



 
 

S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E  

 
St Lawrence Village Hall
 
As we work our way through 2021 gradually more and more of our regular activities
have been started up again. The kitchen isn’t fully open – it is only a kitchenette if we
are honest – definitely not a place to cook for a crowd, so that’s an area where you
need to talk to us about what is and isn’t possible.
 
We have a new cleaner keeping the place looking beautiful and we have a number of
bits and pieces of repair underway so please bear with us these are done. However,
when you use the hall you will see the beautiful new patio in the garden area as well as
gates on the approach.
 
It’s hard to believe that it is 9 years now since the hall opened. We have one of the
busiest halls on the Dengie and it is used by all ages.
 
On a sad note, we have lost two of our trustees this year. Tony Gibson died in January
after a long illness and Sally Stewart died suddenly in March. We hope we have
identified new Trustees but if you might be interested, please get in touch with Marian
on 778102.



Prints and Needles

Personalised printing and Embroidery
T-shirts, Gifts for Baby or Pets 
See our website for more info 

Tel 01621 927260 or 07923 154090
www.printsandneedlesgiftshop.com

61b High Street, Burnham on Crouch 



 
 

The Stone Watersports Club, now in its 51st year of being part of
the beautiful village of St Lawrence Bay Essex, formed back in
1969.  The club has produced many successful water skiers over
the years, who have gone on to become World champions,
European champions, British champions and Speed record holders.  
Essentially, we are a family orientated club, who cater for water
users be that wakeboarding, water skiing, jet skiing, paddle
boarding or windsurfing. 
 
So far we have had a great year despite some of the challenges. 
 The club remains popular with a wide range of people and there is
always a waiting list to become part of our membership.
 
Some of our activities have been curtailed due to the current
circumstances but we are constantly working towards making an
active programme of events.
 
The Stone Waterports Club would like to take this opportunity to
say thank you everyone for their continued support.

 
Regards, Stone Watersports Club
 



 

It was with joy that we managed to meet in person (albeit outside the Village
Hall, and socially distanced) for our June meeting, where we were joined by 3 new
potential members and shared our lockdown experiences – some good and some
not so good – but there was a consensus that the past year and a half has taught
us much, and enabled us to decide what to adopt, what to adapt and what to
abandon from the whole pandemic chapter.
In July we met for our AGM and were joined by our Federation Adviser who
bought with her the Essex Quilt that had been rescued from the WI Denman
conference centre before it’s closure. Two new members joined our group and we
said farewell to Barbara Appleby, our treasurer, who decided to stand down from
her role. Barbara will certainly be missed and she was thanked for her stirling
work over the past two years. Fortunately, Ann Johnson and Karen Davies agreed
to share the work of the treasurer going forward, and Eunice Siggins agreed to
remain as the Secretary. Cathie Bonich was voted as President and two further
members were appointed to the Committee. A fish and chip supper was shared
and an enjoyable social evening commenced.
In August the annual WI outing took place. Members enjoyed a trip to Beeleigh
Abbey Gardens in Maldon – a must for those who enjoy peace and tranquility in a
beautiful garden setting.
Going forward we have a full calendar of meetings planned for the rest of the
year, our meeting dates will change with the clocks to make sessions more
accessible for all members.Our meeting on September 8th and October 13th
Wednesday evenings from 7.30 – 9.30 will be in the Village Hall and our meetings
for the winter will be on Friday afternoons in the Church Center – 2.30 – 4.30
(November 12th and December 10th).
If you would like to join our group, new members are most welcome, if you would
like to see if the WI is for you do come and join us for a taster session and contact
Cathie Bonich cathiebonich@hotmail.com or 07891916780 for more information.

S T  L A W R E N C E  B A Y  W I

mailto:cathiebonich@hotmail.com


CLLR. Penny Channer -  01621 740 607 
cllr.penny.channer@maldon.gov.uk

CLLR. Michael Helm -  01621 740 508 
cllr.michael.helm@maldon.gov.uk

 
 

U S E F U L  C O N T A C T S

PARISH COUNCILLORS

PARISH CLERK/PFO

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS

Gerry Lewsey - 07516 347520 - cllrglewsey.slpc@gmail.com

 Kevin Money -  07810 781 509 - slparishclerk@gmail.com

ADDRESS: 7 Roach Vale, Colchester, Essex CO4 3YN

Marian Gibson - 01621 778102 - cllrgibson.slpc@gmail.com
Derek Bonich - 01621 778604 - cllrbonich.slpc@gmail.com
Liz Roberts - 01621 779853 - cllrroberts.slpc@gmail.com
Christopher Thorne - 01621 779123 - cllrthorne.slpc@gmail.com

UK Power Networks - 0800 31 63 105
Essex Police NON Emergency - 101 
South Essex Parking Partnership - 01245 606710 

Essex and Suffolk Water - 0345 782 0999
Anglian Water -  0345 791 9155 
Essex County Council (Highways) - 0345 603 7631
 Maldon District Council - 01621 854 477

Rosemary Millet - 01621 778970 - cllrmillet.slpc@gmail.com


