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Minutes of St. Lawrence Parish Council AGM followed by the Full Council meeting held at the 
Church Centre St. Lawrence on Wednesday 22nd. May 2019 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Cllr C. Taylor (Chairman), Cllr M. Gibson (Vice-Chairman), Cllr R. Langley, Cllr L. Pailing,  
Cllr C. Thorne, Cllr G. Lewsey, Cllr L. Sandey and Kevin B. Money (Clerk to Parish Council)  
Also present was MDC M. Helm. Members of the public: 3 
 

ANNUAL MEETING  
 

061/2019  2018/19 Chairman welcome. Carole Taylor welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
extended a warm welcome to the New Councillors 
 

062/2019 ALL Councillors to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
All Councillors signed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
 

063/2019 ALL Councillors to sign Members Register of Interest 
All Councillors signed their Register of Interest forms 
 

064/2019 ALL Councillors to sign E Consent form to receive Council information 
electronically. All Councillors signed their E Consent forms 
 

065/2019 Election of Chairman for the 2019/20 year. The Chairman to sign the Declaration of 
Office 
Cllr R. Langley proposed Cllr L. Pailing to act as Chairman for the forthcoming year. Seconded by Cllr. 
G. Lewsey. All Agreed. The Chairman then signed the Declaration of Office 
 

066/2019 Election of Vice-Chairman for the 2019/20 year The Vice-Chairman to sign the 
Declaration of Office 
Cllr C. Thorne proposed Cllr G. Lewsey to act as Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year. Seconded by 
Cllr. R. Langley. All Agreed. The Vice-Chairman then signed the Declaration of Office 
 

067/2019 Election of Appointments and Employment committee  
Cllr L. Pailing proposed and Cllr G. Lewsey seconded that Cllrs M. Gibson (Chairman), Cllr R. Langley 
and Cllr L. Roberts serve on the Employment committee. All Agreed 
 

068/2019 To re-adopt all Council Policies – previously circulated to Councillors 
 Including Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Asset Register 
Cllr G. Lewsey proposed and Cllr C. Thorne seconded to re-adopt all the St. Lawrence Parish Council 
policies an-bloc. All Agreed 
 

069/2019 2019/20 Chairman to Close the Annual meeting 
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING  
 

070/2019 Chairman Welcome & Apologies for Absence  
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were apologies for Absence received from 
MDC P. Channer & MDC M. Helm. 
 

071/2019 Declaration of Interest 
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or non-Pecuniary Interest relating to items on 
the Agenda 

Cllr M. Gibson declared she is a trustee of the Village Hall 
 

072/2019 To approve the Minutes of the last meeting of St. Lawrence Parish Council  
To receive and agree the minutes of the last meeting held on 29th. April 2019 

Cllr C. Thorne proposed and Cllr R. Langley seconded that the minutes are a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. All Agreed 
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073/2019 Public Question Time 
Public footpath between Kings Farm and Motts farm is overgrown. Cllr L. Pailing to address this issue. 
Cllr C. Thorne asked if the Ramblers Association could also highlight this issue. It was agreed for  
Cllr C. Thorne to take this issue up with the Ramblers. 
There is still a continuous problem with dog mess in the village. 
 

074/2019 District Councillor/s Report 
                  Annual Report Regarding Essex County Council 2018-19 
The County Council exists to secure the economic, social and environmental well-being of Essex.  
Despite the difficult circumstances of a challenging financial environment the Council did not step away 
from the aims it set itself a year ago because the Members believe they were and still remain the key to 
Essex’s long-term well-being. And however difficult the circumstances we should never stop being 
ambitious for this great county and the residents of Essex that we serve.  
The aims reflected the Members’ focus on those larger ambitions that our residents have for themselves 
– a great education, a good job, a healthy life, a safe community, a stimulating environment to live, work, 
and enjoy into old age:  
a. Inclusive economic growth – we believe the only guarantee of long-term well-being is a strong 
economy from which everyone can benefit. 
b. Helping people get the best start and age well – it is our fundamental duty to protect the most 
vulnerable and to maximise the opportunities for Essex people, whatever their circumstances, to make 
the best lives they can for themselves and their families.  
c. Help create great places – we are the guardians of the county for future generations and we will 
always act responsibly to address the growth needs of our population whilst maintaining the essence of 
what makes Essex great. 
d. Transform the Council – we know that none of the above can be achieved if the Council is not 
constantly pushing itself to be more resourceful and more efficient. 
The Council, focussed on those aims, achieved much during the year and the following are a small 
sample of its achievements:   

• Delivered more than 2,750 school places  

• Delivered a campaign to promote apprenticeships to employers and young people 

• Ensured there is a range of employment support services for people with disabilities, including 
those with mental health needs 

• Influenced the roll out of broadband in Essex to support businesses and invested £5m 

• Invested £120m of capital to improve and maintain the roads in Essex 

• Been inspected by Ofsted and HMIP who found our Children’s Services and Youth Offending 
Service to be outstanding 

• Continued to reduce the number of permanent admissions to residential care 

• Driven a truly collaborative approach with NHS partners to health and social care integration to 
achieve best outcomes for Essex residents.  

• With partners, developed, a new Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy with clear objectives 
around improving outcomes for mental health; obesity; health inequalities; and long-term 
conditions 

• Developed a Green Infrastructure Strategy to take a positive approach to enhance, protect and 
create an inclusive and integrated network of high-quality green spaces and green infrastructure 
in Greater Essex 

• Completed an efficiency review of existing waste infrastructure to ensure it remains fit for purpose 
and is optimised. 

• Worked with district colleagues and counter fraud experts to deliver £700,000 through identifying 
fraud in Council Tax and Business Rates 

• Delivered £5m of receipts through sales of surplus assets which has helped to fund the capital 
programme and identified £7m more next year 
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• Delivered £59m savings and through a review of 720 fees and charges across all services, 
generated an extra £10m over 2 years to 2020/21 

The success of some of the achievements was by working closely with partners across the county. This 
will become more necessary in the coming years.  
In February the Council agreed the 2019/2020 budget which totals £939.9m in revenue to continue to 
deliver quality services to Essex residents, and £249m in the capital programme to fund investments to 
ensure the long-term financial stability of this council. 
The Council has delivered £311m of savings in the last 4 years by improving value and will be making a 
further £60m of savings and efficiencies in the 2019/20 Budget. 
The budget contains an increase in Council tax of 2.99% and 1% for the Adult Social Care Precept.  
These increases recognising that we are a low tax council, having only increased Council Tax 3 times in 
the last 9 years and also do this balancing the needs of the taxpayer with the need to provide our vital 
services and ensure they are on a sustainable footing. Additional funding, for repairs to footpaths 
/pavements; mental health schemes; prevention of homelessness and rough sleepers; for partnership 
work to help children at risk of County Lines, was announced.      
Essex’s ambition to be the leading Council in innovation and efficiency is at the heart of its budget 
proposals and Essex was recently rated in the top ten most productive councils in the country. 
 
075/2019 Planning Application/s 
No planning applications have been received affecting St. Lawrence 
 

076/2019 DECISION/S MADE BY MDC 
No decisions have been made by MDC affecting St. Lawrence 
 

077/2019 Finance 
a. Bank balances as at 20th. May 2019 and 2019/20 budget account  

Councillors noted the bank balances and the Budget account for 2019/20 
b. Councillors to agree payments of May 2019 finances (circulated to Councillors at the meeting) 

Cllr L. Pailing proposed and Cllr M. Gibson seconded to authorise the May 2019 finances. All Agreed 
c. Update on Internet Banking with Unity Trust Bank (circulated to Councillors at the meeting) 

The RFO informed the meeting that Unity Trust Bank is now up and running. The monies, as at this 
meeting, have not been transferred from Barclays Bank to Unity Trust Bank. This should happen in the 
next few days. 
The Clerk asked Councillors to authorise a BACS payment of £2,000.00p from Barclays Bank current 
account to Unity Trust Bank current account to cover the payments authorised this evening. 
Cllr G. Lewsey proposed and Cllr M. Gibson seconded this proposal. All Agreed 
 

078/2019 Jubilee Car park update – Cllr C. Thorne 

• The placing of plants within the dinghy planter is ongoing, with all materials being donated, and 
with thanks to Carole Taylor for her donation of plants. 

• The children from Diddydots nursery have been active, and with Rachael and her team they 
have spread some of the gravel around the pirate ship (their term for it). A picture of this has 
been posted on face book and hopefully made people smile. I have given them some 
sunflower seeds and compost and pots to get them started on growing and participating. 
This should be the way for the future to ensure peoples involvement and long-term 
investment in the project. 

• We have set up a round planter that was donated by a retirement home in Sible Hedingham, 
this has been filled with soil, and now plants, and all are donated items. 

• The roof to the water tap cupboard has been repaired. 

• Chris and Rosemary Millet have said that they will donate 2 trees when required. 

• I have made a start on the planting beds by the play area fence, unfortunately they are full of 
stones, so this will be a long job. 
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079/2019 Noticeboards & Interpretation Panels – Cllr L. Pailing 
Cllr. L. Pailing informed the meeting that the interpretation panels have been received and need them 
erected. A sub meeting is required on how to put the panels together in situ. 
 

080/2019 Reports from External meetings attended 
The Clerk reported he had attended the EALC briefing on the Local Services Fund. He has had 
confirmed that any successful grant obtained must be matched in future years. 
Cllr G. Lewsey gave an update on the Play inspection report. Cllr G. Lewsey has contacted Playdale to 
have the “High Risk” equipment repaired. Cllr L. Pailing proposed that Cllr G. Lewsey obtain the 
appropriate costs to have the equipment repaired. Cllr C. Thorne seconded. All Agreed. 
 
Items for next Agenda 
Jubilee Field / Village Hall sign  
 
 
Next meeting dates 

24th. June: 22nd. July: 19th. August: 23rd. September: 28th. October: 25th. November: 16th. December 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm and thanked everyone for 
attending  
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………….………………………………………….24th. June 2019 

Linda Pailing 
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