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As you have heard time and time again we need to
practice “social distance”. One of the strengths of Amateur
radio is that we do most of our communication via radio
away from each other. With that being said – please stay
safe!

Governor Declares a Civil Emergency

Maine ARRL Convention Postponed
Dayton Hamvention Cancelled
Harp Net Cancelled
The last thought is from the World Health Organization:
DO THE FIVE

Web site: https://www.n1yis.org
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The Virus
Current information on the status of the virus is available
on the web at: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/

Help stop coronavirus
1 HANDSWash them often
2 ELBOWCough into it
3 FACEDon't touch it
4 FEETStay more than 3ft apart
5 FEELsick? Stay home

The EMA and the Courthouse

At the present time access to the building is closed everyone except
employees that work in the building. In addition, the Regional
Communications Center was closed this past Monday to everyone
save for RCC employees.
Once the world is back to more ‘normal’ operations, we will have
projects to prepare our gear that is currently disconnected.

The ARES/CERT Comm Trailer
This year we have on the schedule to have the trailer
relettered, the existing laptop replaced and the used
supplies replaced.

Training
In our face to face meetings, we had several people that
hadn’t completed the FEMA courses. If you haven’t
completed or would like to take the FEMA IS and ICS
courses, here are the links:
IS 700 An Introduction to the National Incident Management
System.
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b
IS 800 National Response Framework, an Introduction
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.c
ICS 100c Introduction to the Incident Command System
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c
ICS 200 Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.b
ARRL’s EC-001 Introduction to Amateur Radio Emergency
Communications (a no-cost program)
http://www.arrl.org/ceps/ec-001-321

Some other items we should have in our ‘tool kit’ include:

FLdigi
SSTV
This from ARRL ARES E-letter March 18, 2020
Winlink Videos Help New and Experienced Operators
To help Winlink's novices overcome software fright when operating
Winlink Express for the first time, San Diego, California ARES
created a series of 24 short videos to help newcomers find the right
button to click in the Express software menus. The topics of the
short videos range in difficulty from simple, such as sending a
Winlink email to a Gmail account, to challenging, such as using
software tools to locate a neighbor operating in the vicinity.
The 24 videos range in length from one to five minutes and cover
the tasks that a deployed operator might be expected to accomplish
in the field.
The video content gives operators experience sending messages
with and without attachments such as ICS forms. The videos
provide tips for creating neatly-formatted, automatically-generated
ICS Form 309 Communication Logs for submission to served agency
officials.

The San Diego ARES Winlink video playlist is open to the public and
can be viewed here.

Laptop for the Trailer

We have been researching a replacement laptop for the trailer. Our
current is more than 10 years old and updates are either
unavailable or soon to be discontinued. There was a
recommendation to have a 17” screen size. With Ham software still
on CD’s and DVD’s, we looked for units with an internal optical
drive.

Events & Other Notes
March 23 On Air Net @ 19:30 local time 146.88
Net
March 30 On Air Net @ 19:30 local time 146.88
Net
April 2020
April 6 *Monthly Meeting - Please note: At this
time the meeting will be On the Air starting at
19:30 local time due to EMA access limitations.
Please check on the 146.88 repeater and the
W1OCA/W1IF/N1BBK repeater system for
updates and changes.

From the ARRL Website- Maine Section
PIC Joy Lynne Foss, K1SEW : Email: k1sew@arrl.net

The 2020 Maine 2 Meter FM Simplex Challenge takes
place
Saturday, March 28th from 12PM – 4PM Getting started is
easy!

Choose a power level and either fixed or mobile. The Exchange is 3
items: your call sign, the name of the city, village, town, or township
you are operating from, and your power level. Contacts with an EOC,
SKYWARN, Red Cross, or other served agency station are worth 2
points each! Check out the official rules for more details go to the
link that is on e the maine section web page.
http://www.ws1sm.com/2-Meter-Challenge.html

VOLUNTEERS
The 2020 Piscataquis River Race has been CANCELLED

Projects

A Note from the March 2nd 2020 Meeting:
We had a discussion on the purchase of a new laptop for the
ARES/CERT Comm Trailer. While we didn't make any concrete
decisions at the meeting, Mark N1SNP brought up the topic of micro
computers. He had been looking at the ODROID-XU4 from ameriDroid. This
inspired me to do a little research in this area. The links below are some
of the branches I have followed.
The links below contain just a few of some of the project computers
available.
Comparison of 5 mini/micro computers
https://www.hackerboards.com/compare/337,358,84,58,251/
Odroid units
https://www.hackerboards.com/compare/337,84,76,240,239/
Raspberry Pi Units
https://www.hackerboards.com/compare/358,251,103,301,28/
ASUS and Arduino/pcDuinos
https://www.hackerboards.com/compare/156,226,58,32,16/
Fruit PI’s (many different versions too)
https://www.hackerboards.com/compare/348,127,280,157,186,398/
Intel Atom boards
https://www.hackerboards.com/compare/348,281/

So after looking at the project boards and using Raspberry Pi’s for
years, I was intensively curious about commercially available ready-togo units.
The range of these mini computers is quite large. Being frugal (cheap), I
originally looked for units for under $100 plug and play. While there are
units at this level the limitations were extensive for ham software.
The ACEPC T11 was in my second search for units under $150. The
PCIntel Pro I picked up was a special daily deal for under $90.
These are the 2 units I am working on for a Packet station. I was looking
for a low cost, low power consumption, flexible unit.

These units are smaller than 6'x6"x1.25" and can be mounted on the
back of monitors and TV's.
The ACEPC 11 has room for a 2.5” SATA III SSD or HDD. As I said I
am currently working to see how well these run SarTrack, APRS.fi,
Fldigi,SSTV, WinLink and other packet software and on dual monitors.
If you have had experience with other micro’s and wish to share please
email me at n1yis@arrl.net.
From Allyson Hill, our EMA Director:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
OXFORD COUNTY
The County of Oxford is temporarily closed to the public in order to keep
our employees as secure as possible so that county business can continue.
At this time, the offices inside are staffed and are taking calls and emails
during business hours (8:00am - 4:00pm Monday - Friday). Please see the
contact list provided below.
More information regarding specific departmental resources can be
found_on_ our_website’s_]] homepage at www.oxfordcounty.org under
“Public Closing_Information”
This decision was not easy for the Commissioners to make, but they felt it
was the right decision to keep our employees healthy so that business can
continue to operate. The closing will last until further notice and will be
evaluated on a weekly basis.

Emergency Management Agency (EMA)
207.743.6336 or ema@oxfordcounty.org
District Attorney’s Office
207.743.8282 or mariah.castonguay@maineprosecutors.com
Administration and Finance
207.743.6359 or info@oxfordcounty.org
Maintenance
207.743.6517 or maintenance@oxfordcounty.org
Regional Communications Center (RCC)
207.743.9554 or ddurrah@oxfordcounty.org
Registry of Deeds
207.743.6211 or ccrockett@oxfordcounty.org
Probate Office
207.743.6671 or jdilworth@oxfordcounty.org
Sheriff’s Office
207.743.9554 or dpetrie@oxfordcountysheriff.com
County Jail
207.743.5870

