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Glasgow Coma Scale — Quiz

1. The nurse assesses a patient who opens the eyes when spoken to, is confused 
but able to answer questions, and obeys verbal commands. What GCS score 
should the nurse document?
A. 11
B. 12
C. 13
D. 14

2. A patient's GCS was 13 during the previous assessment and is now 11. What is 
the nurse's priority action?
A. Report the change promptly
B. Reassess the patient at the end of the shift
C. Document only the new total score
D. Continue routine assessments because the score remains above 8

3. During assessment, a patient does not open the eyes, makes incomprehensible 
sounds, and withdraws from painful stimulation. What is the patient's GCS score?
A. 6
B. 7
C. 8
D. 9

4. Which documentation by the nurse provides the most complete information 
about a patient's Glasgow Coma Scale assessment?
A. GCS indicates moderate injury
B. Neurological status unchanged
C. GCS 13
D. GCS 13: E3 V4 M6

5. A patient flexes the arms and hands in response to painful stimulation. How 
should the nurse score the patient's motor response?
A. 2
B. 3
C. 4
D. 5
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Word Search
Find the words in the grid

GLASGOW COMA SCALE • EYE OPENING • VERBAL RESPONSE • MOTOR RESPONSE 
• SPONTANEOUS • ORIENTED • CONFUSED • INCOMPREHENSIBLE • OBEYS 

COMMANDS • LOCALIZES PAIN • WITHDRAWS • DECORTICATE • DECEREBRATE • 
PAINFUL STIMULUS • NEUROLOGIC • REASSESS



Take AIM and Score!

Answer Key
Quiz
1. C — 13. Eye opening to voice = 3, confused verbal response = 4, and obeys 
commands = 6. 3 + 4 + 6 = 13.
2. A — Report the change promptly. The infographic identifies a change of 2 or more 
points as significant and states that it should be reported.
3. B — 7. No eye opening = 1, incomprehensible sounds = 2, and withdrawal from pain = 
4. 1 + 2 + 4 = 7.
4. D — GCS 13: E3 V4 M6. Each component should be documented separately rather 
than recording only the total score.
5. B — 3. Flexion of the arms/hands in response to pain represents abnormal flexion 
(decorticate) and receives a motor score of 3.
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