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1. The nurse reviews several medication prescriptions. Which prescription should 
the nurse clarify before administering the medication?
A. Acetaminophen 650 mg PO PRN
B. Medication 5 mg PO daily
C. Medication .5 mg PO
D. Medication 250 mg IV

2. Which medication prescription demonstrates correct use of a decimal?
A. Medication 0.5 mg PO
B. Medication .5 mg PO
C. Medication 5.0 mg PO
D. Medication 5.00 mg PO

3. The nurse sees “10 U” written on a medication order. Which action is most 
appropriate?
A. Interpret the abbreviation as 10 units
B. Administer the medication after another nurse verifies the order
C. Change “U” to “units” in the medication record
D. Clarify the order because U should not be used as an abbreviation for units

4. Which prescription uses an abbreviation on The Joint Commission's Do Not 
Use list?
A. Medication 10 mg PO PRN
B. Medication 20 mg QD
C. Medication 5 mg IV
D. Medication 25 mg PO BID

5. The nurse reviews an order containing the abbreviation MS. What is the nurse's 
priority action?
A. Interpret MS as morphine sulfate
B. Interpret MS as magnesium sulfate
C. Clarify the order because MS can be misinterpreted and should be written out
D. Ask the patient which medication is normally taken

Quiz
Test your knowledge by answering the following questions
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ORAL • SUBLINGUAL • INTRAVENOUS • INTRAMUSCULAR 
• SUBCUTANEOUS • RECTAL • AS NEEDED • IMMEDIATELY • DAILY • 

DOSE • UNIT • MICROGRAM • LEADING ZERO • SAFETY • VERIFY 
• CLARIFY

Word Search
Find the words in the grid
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Abbreviation Meaning
PO By mouth / orally

SL Sublingual

IM Intramuscular

IV Intravenous

ID Intradermal

SubQ / SQ* Subcutaneous

PR Rectally

PRN As needed

STAT Immediately

AC Before meals

PC After meals

HS* At bedtime

BID Twice daily

TID Three times daily

QID Four times daily

q1h Every hour

q2h Every 2 hours

q4h Every 4 hours

q6h Every 6 hours

q8h Every 8 hours

q12h Every 12 hours

NPO Nothing by mouth

g Gram

mg Milligram

mcg Microgram

mL Milliliter

L Liter
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 The Joint Commission “Do Not Use” List

DO NOT USE Write Instead

U / u unit

IU international unit

QD / qd / Q.D. / q.d. daily

QOD / qod / Q.O.D. / q.o.d. every other day

5.0 mg 5 mg

.5 mg 0.5 mg

MS morphine sulfate

MSO₄ morphine sulfate

MgSO₄ magnesium sulfate

Abbreviations on the Do Not Use list can be misread, 
misunderstood, or confused with other medication 
terminology, increasing the risk of medication errors and 
patient harm. Writing medication names, doses, and 
frequencies clearly helps ensure that every member of the 
healthcare team interprets the order correctly. When 
medication terminology is unclear or potentially unsafe, 
never guess—clarify before administering.

Why Avoid “Do Not Use” Abbreviations?
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Word Bank for Unscramble

Answer Key
Answer to Quiz

1. C — Medication .5 mg PO. A leading zero is required for doses less than 1: 0.5 mg, 
not .5 mg. Without the zero, the decimal point may be missed.
2. A — Medication 0.5 mg PO. Use a leading zero, but avoid unnecessary trailing 
zeros.
3. D — Clarify the order. U/u is on The Joint Commission's Do Not Use list. Unit should 
be written out.
4. B — Medication 20 mg QD. QD can be mistaken for other dosing frequencies. Write 
daily instead.
5. C — Clarify the order. MS is unsafe because it may be interpreted incorrectly. 
Morphine sulfate should be written out.

ORAL • SUBLINGUAL • INTRAVENOUS • AS NEEDED • IMMEDIATELY • LEADING ZERO 
• VERIFY • CLARIFY

Word Search
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