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2017

Disparate state and county 

organizing, no coherent 

national movement yet

2019

Early effort to coalesce 

advocacy nationally

• The Court Said USA

• Short documentary 

Voices for Reform

• Local and national press

2022

Phase 2 effort to coalesce 

nationally

• National Safe Parents 

Organization (NSPO)

• Nationwide news features

• Celebrity endorsement 

elevates visibility 

2024

National advocacy has coordinated in 

state subgroups & monthly info events 

are held, membership expands

• National investigative reporting on 

state new laws, with focus on PA 

and FC, and “reunification”

• Survivor testimony before 

legislatures elevates visibility 

TIMELINE POLICY & ADVOCACY

Intro state model law in 

Pennsylvania following 

Meier et al preliminary 

findings and experts coming 

together

Pennsylvania policy model 

advances at state level, and 

federal model work begins, 

full FCO findings published

Federal law enacted by 

Congress as part of 

Violence Against Women 

Act, $25M authorized for 

states to adopt provisions

States move to enact federal 

provisions w NFVLC 

technical assistance, 8 thus 

far have adopted KL 

provisions in part or entirety 

since 2022 federal adoption

Danielle Pollack, Policy Manager, National Family Violence Law Center at GW



DEMONSTRATIONS

TESTIMONY
and

only work with strong policy, and vice versa 



OBJECTIVE:
ALL U.S. STATES
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